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CHAPTER 9 —THE PLAN OF
CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT:
ACTION AND IMPLEMENTATION

The Planning and Zoning Commission will evaluate all recommendations in Chapters 2-8 using the
criteria of financial viability, public acceptance, private investment, simplicity of task, economic and
environmental benefit and public comment. Furthermore, the commission will prioritize each one in
coordination with the overall Town vision. In consultation with the other boards and commissions in

Chester, the Planning and Zoning Commission will offer a town-wide action plan on the basis of these

CHAPTER |

No Recommendations
CHAPTER 2

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PUBLIC WATER:

1. Protect water company lands by adopting restrictive zoning to maintain and protect critical watershed
areas.

2. Limit future expansion of water service to areas where soils are suitable for onsite sewage disposal.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERING PRIVATE WELLS:

3. Consider requiring a viable well be provided prior to construction.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING WATER QUALITY:

4. Increase education of landowners on the importance of preventing deterioration of water quality
caused by the introduction of contaminants into lakes and streams.

5. Monitor water bodies and streams for nutrient content.

6. Promote the maintenance or creation of vegetated buffer strips along lakes and streams.
7. Promote the use of low phosphorous fertilizers and detergent.

8. Promote the use of non-chemical fertilizers and pesticides on town properties.

9. Continue to enforce proper septic design and maintenance.

10. Minimize impervious surfaces to promote infiltration and filtration of storm water.

11. Regularly clean storm drains on town roads and provide corrective action for siltation and ‘}E

damage to town roads. go S\ /7

12. Ensure that the state cleans catch basins on state highways. % "-'.-'
¢ 16 92
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13. Review storm water management policies and practices to protect water quality.

14. Monitor for invasive plant species in water bodies and streams and take measures to remove such
vegetation while the infestation is minor, using non-chemical methods for removal when practical.

15. Consider ecological restoration of town waterways, including a review of dams for installation of fish
ladders or specific dam removals.

16. Conduct boat inspections prior to launching to minimize the possibility of inadvertent introduction of

invasive species.

17. Continue to solicit comment from CWC regarding zoning regulation changes and land use issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING HYDROLOGY:

18. Discourage construction of new structures in areas subject to flooding.
19. Require new infrastructure improvements be designed to anticipate potential future sea level rise.

20. Encourage the Connecticut DEP to regularly monitor dams in Chester for safety and enforce their repair
when necessary.

21. Require the use of best storm water management practices to reduce runoff rate and volume.

22. Review road standards periodically to assure that the town is requiring the most up-to-date manage-
ment techniques.

23. Review the Chester Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan to identify measures that should be programmed
into the town’s capital improvement program, including repair to high risk dams.

24. Maintain readiness for management of response and recovery from natural disasters.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE CONNECTICUT RIVER:

25. Identify various means to acquire property frontage on the Connecticut River, as well as provide water-
front access including launching canoes, kayaks and row boats. Consistent with the CGS Sections 22a-101,
22a-102 and 22a-104, the Planning and Zoning and Harbor Management commissions should collabora-
tively work to expand on the Coastal Area Management Plan (CAMP) (1993) with the focus on preservation
of historic views, visual access, public access (physical access), protection of coastal resources and water
resource dependent uses (currently approved such as marinas, yacht clubs and boat launches). Incorpora-
tion of the Dock Management Unit revisions to the Harbor Management Plan should be incorporated into
the CAMP.

26. Encourage Chester’s representatives on the Connecticut River Gateway Commission to work on behalf
of the town to create passive access and possible viewing of the river from the former 14 acre Garthwaite
property.

27. Continue to support efforts of the Gateway Commission to acquire endangered natural areas
% within the Gateway Zone of the Connecticut River.
~

S

28. Continue to support the state-funded pump-out boat for disposal of boat septage.
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29. Participate in national and regional efforts to protect the character of the Connecticut River.
30. Seek designation of Route 148 and the Chester Ferry in Chester as a State Scenic Road.

31. Support the continued operation of the Chester Ferry.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CHESTER CREEK:
32. All active access to the Creek must respect the unique and delicate nature of freshwater tidal marshes.
33. Pursue options for greater passive and visual access of Chester Creek.

34. Seek access to Chester Creek for small non-motorized craft. Additional access shall also be incorporated
into the design for bridge repair or replacement.

35. Include provisions for pedestrians and cyclists with any reconstruction or improvements to the Route
154 bridge over Chester Creek.

36. Establish a footpath to allow for walking around Chester Cove, connecting the Cove with Chester Center
and North Quarter Park.

37. Asrecommended in the 1995 Plan, investigate restoration of the cove and mitigation of damage caused
by invasive species and siltation.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CEDAR LAKE:

38. Continue to pursue measures to protect the water quality of Cedar Lake through long term watershed
management.

39. Develop a wastewater management plan for the lake watershed to reduce potential for eutrophication.

40. Create a plan for enhancement to town-owned property at Cedar Lake, including parking, restrooms
and visitor amenities. Include scheduled work or projects in the Town’s capital improvement plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING COCKAPONSETT STATE FOREST:

41. Work with Connecticut DEP to explore the possibility of educational programs based on the natural re-
sources of the State Forest.

42. Encourage the DEP to prohibit motorized vehicles and mountain bikes in certain areas of the Forest
where erosion will affect water courses.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING URBAN FORESTRY:

43. Require that new tree plantings include a variety of species to avoid monoculture stands which are sus-
ceptible to disease and insects.

44, Establish a town-wide urban forestry program to monitor, maintain, and replant street trees, and other
trees on town property.

T
>
45, Develop a specific management plan for debris removal from wind-damaged trees and a re- g Nt
planting program following a catastrophic event. % "
¢ 16 92
3
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CHESTER HILLS:

46. Protect views by discouraging large areas of tree-cutting on hillsides.

47. Encourage proper management of privately-owned forest lands.

48. Maintain linkages among large contiguous wooded areas.

49. In considering proposed development visible from Route 9, encourage building and site design, tree
retention and landscaping that maintains the rural appearance from the highway, especially at Exit 6.
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING OPEN SPACE:

50. Target open space acquisitions to address specific community needs.

51. Establish a permanent town fund for acquisition and maintenance of open space.

52. Monitor availability of land along rivers, brooks, and ponds for possible town acquisition.

53. Modify zoning and subdivision regulations to require a variety of open space dedications in future sub-
divisions, including open fields, wildlife corridors and trail linkages. Modify subdivision regulations so wet-
lands are not calculated as part of lot size.

54. Frequently update the Plan for Conservation of Open Space in Chester to include additional parcels and
techniques for land preservation.

55. Actively encourage donation of land to the Town or the Chester Land Trust.
56. Encourage less-than-fee acquisitions through the use of conservation easements and deed restrictions.

57. Support state authorization for a local option property transfer surtax dedicated to the purchase and
maintenance of town open space.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING SOILS:

58. Consider impervious surface limitations on areas designated as prime farm lands.

59. Review existing allowable zoning densities to assure that those densities adequately reflect underlying
soil conditions for onsite sewage disposal.

60. Subject proposed building lots to strict scrutiny to assure that the soils can support the proposed devel-
opment, requiring that subdividers submit a septic system suitability report to the Planning and Zoning
Commission as part of the application, and that the location and results of all soil tests be shown on the
subdivision plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING WASTE DISPOSAL:

61. Continue to provide information to citizens concerning appropriate waste disposal alternatives.

S
TQ@ 62. Continue to educate the public and support local recycling and composting.
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING LIGHT POLLUTION:

63. Review zoning regulations and consider a town ordinance to control light pollution and energy con-
sumption.

64. Support dark skies initiative.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PROTECTION OF NATURAL RE-
SOURCES:

65. Complete natural resources inventory now in progress by the Conservation Commission and use the
inventory in land use decision making.

66 .Create and expand an integrated town Geographic Information System to make natural resource infor-
mation available to town decision makers.

67. Disturb natural areas only to the extent necessary to make use of a site for permitted purposes, retain-
ing existing trees, grading and landscaping to the greatest extent possible.

68. Encourage “green” and sustainable building practices.
CHAPTER 3

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CULTURAL RESOURCES:

1. Create a “Demolition Delay Ordinance” to allow time to consider alternatives.
2. Locate all new public facilities in proximity to the Village Center.

3. Explore ways to link North Quarter Park with the Village Center and Chester Creek, both physically and
functionally, through transit, pedestrian and bicycle connections and through joint usage for community
events.

4. Facilitate pedestrian and bicycle access to and from the Center and throughout the town.
5. Encourage activities that use the outdoors as part of a celebratory venue.

6. Maintain and improve existing community gathering spaces as locations for community celebrations,
including parades, strolls, fairs and other events.

7. ldentify significant viewsheds within the town and beyond, and consider measures to protect and main-
tain scenic vistas.

8. Review road standards to assure that requirements will not result in unnecessary overbuilding which
changes the character of the town’s rural roadways.

9. Conduct a cultural landscape assessment for Chester.

10. Efforts should be made through zoning and site plan review to avoid additional development

that would significantly alter the character of the roadscape of Routes 148 and 154. O}E
11. When possible, seek closer relationship with Camp Hazen and Chester Fairgrounds for public g \ .:: Ak
events and community activities. %
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CHAPTER 4

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:

1. Encourage appropriate mixed-use and non-residential development which is compatible in scale and
design with the character of the town with minimal impact on natural resources.

2. Prohibit large scale development or commercial activities which adversely impact the surrounding area.
Chester should not duplicate large regional retail and service facilities found in nearby towns. This is con-
sistent with the State Plan of Conservation and Development. Small retail, office, service and mixed-
use establishments will be encouraged in specific areas to serve the everyday needs of residents and visi-
tors.

3. Provide public transit between Chester and regional retail, recreational, medical and employment op-
portunities.

4. Recognize and encourage retention of the industrial heritage that shaped Chester by retaining existing
industry where appropriate.

5. Encourage adaptive reuse of historic industrial structures as part of the cultural landscape.

6. Encourage development that will neither create a need for significant new infrastructure improvements
nor overstress the town’s existing infrastructure.

7. Where appropriate, limit development to sites with the soil capacity to support onsite sewage disposal
and water.

8. Review regulations for all commercial and industrial zones to ensure that the uses and standards result
in development that is in harmony with the character of the area in which it is located. Develop specific
criteria for non-residential zones to reflect character differences in each area, with emphasis on appropriate
scale.

9. Encourage low impact, sustainable development using “green building” principles.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
WATERFRONT DESIGN DISTRICT (WDD):

10. Review current WDD zoning regulations to determine whether additional accessory uses are appropri-
ate for the area, including marine supply retail, seasonal restaurants, and boat storage. Carefully review
plans to ensure that hazardous materials associated with marine uses are protected during flooding. Any
additional activity in the WDD should recognize the inevitability of flooding within the Connecticut River’s
floodplain.

11. Maximize use of the Chester waterfront for water-dependent uses.

12. Coordinate with the Harbor Management Commission to review permits for new WDD devel-
O‘}ESTQ\? opment proposals.
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
CONTROLLED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (CDD):

13. Review uses allowed in the CDD to assure that future development in the area is consistent with re-
source limitations and minimizes adverse impacts on adjacent residential properties. Limit development to
uses that do not require extension of public water to the industrial park.

14. Limit further expansion of the present boundaries of the Controlled Development District. Although the
most suitable land within the District has been developed, reuse or repurposing of existing development
should be encouraged if vacancies occur.

15. Continue to seek ways to improve traffic safety and visibility at the intersection of Inspiration Lane and
Route 148.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
RESEARCH AND LIGHT MANUFACTURING DISTRICT (RLM):

16. Encourage owners of Chester Airport to maintain a functioning airport that is open for public use.

17. Encourage expansion of existing businesses in the RLM District, consistent with natural and cultural re-
source constraints.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING ROUTE 154:

18. Consider overlay zoning standards for the length of Route 154 and encourage development that is con-
sistent with the current small town character of land use along the highway. Develop standards with appro-
priate design professionals that address building size, architecture, lot coverage, access, underground utili-
ties and landscaping.

19. Identify and develop zoning standards for specific commercial/mixed use hub areas where current uses
are concentrated, including the town hall area and the intersection of Main Street and Route 154. Consis-
tent with the State Plan of Conservation and Development, include only those uses which provide neighbor-
hood or town-wide services, while prohibiting large or regional retail facilities.

20. Review current RLM zoning along 154 to address the character of the Middlesex Turnpike and allow a
smooth transition from industrial to residential and commercial uses.

21. Place a moratorium on expansion of non-conforming uses in residential zones on Route 154 pending
the development of the overlay zone.

22. Review status of Fairgrounds and determine if current residential zoning is still appropriate.

23. Economic development along Route 154 should be sensitive to the economic and cultural vitality of the
Village Center.
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
MIXED USE IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES:

24. Review the special principal uses in residential zones.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING AGRICULTURAL LAND:

25. Establish zoning regulations to encourage production and sale of local farm products.

26. Research tax incentives for the preservation of agricultural land.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CEDAR LAKE:
27. Limit both residential and non-residential uses in the Cedar Lake area to protect water quality.

28. Prepare guidelines for Town acquisition should any land within the Cedar Lake watershed become
available.

CHAPTER S5

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING HOUSING:

The Village Center:

1. Evaluate the current percentage of mixed use in the village and assure that an appropriate percentage
of residential units, including single family homes, is provided in any future rezoning.

2. Provide design guidelines to ensure new apartments or condominiums are architecturally compatible
with the historic village.

3. Review existing zoning requirements for parking allocation within the village and explore the use of
shared parking regulations.

Town-wide:

4. Promote affordable housing by evaluating areas suitable for increased density as “Incentive Housing
Zones.” Areas should have easy access to village center, close proximity to public transit routes, and soil
suitability for alternative sanitary treatment systems.

5. Encourage reuse of existing structures near the village for housing or mixed use.

6. Adopt revised subdivision regulations that require subdivisions of 10 lots or more to set aside 10% as
deed-restricted housing lots.

7. Restore the Chester Housing Partnership Committee to consider opportunities for construction of af-
fordable housing.

8. Modify the zoning regulations to clearly define and allow one unit of accessory housing for each resi-
ST dence, regardless of the age of the structure, where soils will support the additional on-site septic
&
) '?% and off-street parking is available.

&~/ 9. Evaluate rezoning % acre zoning districts to 1 acre zoning.
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10. Review subdivision regulations for rear lot subdivision while also promoting safe conditions for road
traffic.

11. Develop special permit criteria for senior housing which encourage accessibility to services and public
transit, and feature architectural standards which are compatible with existing housing.

12. Conduct a build out analysis in conjunction with the Conservation Commission before making any com-
prehensive changes in zoning or subdivision regulations. Specific attention should be paid to soil type, on-
site disposal of effluent and water supply.

13. Review subdivision regulations to consider changes to Chester’s Planned Unit Development (PUD) regu-
lations.

CHAPTER 6
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING SERVICES:

1. Establish atown building and facilities committee with the specific mission of evaluating strategies for
financial support and prioritization of capital improvements to existing town buildings and properties. This
committee would work with town, state, and regional offices as needed to ascertain possible funding
sources and use existing plans and information to supplement general knowledge on how to best prioritize
improvements to town buildings, and the purchase and reuse of existing buildings.

2. Evaluate library service and expansion with plans and concepts that will maintain or improve commu-
nity interaction, promote small town aesthetics, increase efficiency, ensure long-term financial viability for
maintenance, and promote sustainable access.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CEDAR LAKE:

3. Improve the parking area for pedestrian safety, beautification, and drainage.

4. Improve access for canoe and kayak portage to the west end of the beach away from the swimming
area including a break in the guiderail and a pedestrian crossing.

5. Improve the existing bathroom and changing facilities to incorporate new environmentally friendly
technologies.

6. Improve the general appearance of the park and picnic facilities through grants and other opportunities.
7. Improve the sand area at the beach on Cedar Lake Road

8. Work with the Department of Transportation in conjunction with recommendations in the Chester
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan to improve the dam and stream crossing on Route 148 and include increas-
ing width in reconstruction to accommodate pedestrian and bicycle use.

9. Request ideas from town children on how to improve the park area.
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING NORTH QUARTER PARK:

10. Formulate a comprehensive plan for improvements to park and playground facilities.

11. Formulate a plan to link North Quarter Park to the Village and Chester Cove.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING INFRASTRUCTURE:

12. Develop a plan and recommendations for phased technology improvements in industrial parks, the vil-
lage, and ultimately residential areas with the goal of establishing Chester as a center for WCCI (World-Class
Communications Infrastructure.)

13. Develop a policy in conjunction with the WPCA for community sewer systems that use regenerative
sustainable technologies for developments outside the Village Center sewer shed.

14. Consider development control in the sewer shed area that is consistent with the Village District Regula-
tions.

15. Evaluate future water service needs to support desired land use density in specified areas and work
with Connecticut Water Company (CWC) to make certain that town planning is considered in future CWC
plans.

16. Create a specific lighting plan in the village district area to improve safety and use of parking areas.
Lighting plans shall ensure safe access while protecting the village from excessive light pollution and pro-
moting sustainability with solar powered lighting when appropriate.

17. Should properties within the village district area become available, initiate an evaluation of these prop-
erties for town purchase and use (community center, expanded educational and recreation programs for
adults and children, community theater, library, etc.).

18. Improve facilities on town-owned land at Cedar Lake, including the provision of a car-top launch area
near the town beach.

19. Encourage the retention of the postal facility in the town center.

20. Encourage the expansion of park areas and riparian improvements on and near the Carini Preserve, in-
cluding remediation of vegetated buffers near parking areas near the streams.

21. Evaluate properties for new recreational uses, especially in new subdivisions.

22. Work with the Chester Agriculture and Mechanical Society to promote long-term use of the Chester
Fairgrounds as a large venue public gathering location and preservation area.

23. Explore options for cooperative tri-town land use planning. This could include the services of a tri-town
professional planner to assist with administration of land use functions, short term planning issues, and im-
plementation of long range planning goals.
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CONNECTIONS:

24. Explore and apply for federal transportation funding to install bus shelters which are architecturally
consistent with town character at accessible locations (village center, senior housing, intersections with fu-
ture bike trails, etc.)

25. Plan bike routes, pedestrian corridors, sidewalk installations, and mass transit to provide connectivity
between, and encourage adoption of, transportation alternatives.

26. Improve Class 3 bike lanes through signage and lane designation on Routes 148 and Route 154.

27. Work with the Estuary Transit District and the Metropolitan Planning Organization to promote the ex-
pansion and ridership of public bus services.

28. Support the expansion of local commuter rail service (Shore Line East) to alleviate congestion on Inter-
state 95 and provide more carbon-efficient and cost-effective alternatives for Chester residents.

29. Study the possibility of working with the Valley Railroad to provide Chester residents with access for
shopping, recreation, commuting, and connections with public bus service, and bikeways.

30. Study and coordinate with CTDOT, CTDEP and the Chester Land Trust to implement best management
practices for storm water and hydrology in conjunction with current maintenance and operation activity
including future improvements to Route 148 and Route 154, as well as including accommodations for a safe
pedestrian environment.

31. Revise Zoning and Subdivision Regulations to incorporate requirements for sidewalk installation in com-
mercial and industrial areas delineated in Map 6-1.

32. Work with CRERPA and CTDOT to access funding for sidewalk construction for areas designated in Map
6-1, including involvement in the “Safe Routes to School” program.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING ROADS:

33. Seek scenic road designations for Routes 148, 145 and 154. State scenic road designation differs from
local scenic road designation. A designation of each of these state routes within Chester will require the
Connecticut Department of Transportation to consider the scenic and historic character of the road in the
event that the roads are selected for road widening or other improvements.

34. Monitoring of the Stormwater Management Plan. The plan was developed by the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Transportation (CTDOT) for the purpose of establishing, implementing and enforcing a storm water
management program to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the department’s highways, roadways,
railways and facilities to the maximum extent practicable, to protect water quality, and to satisfy the appro-
priate requirements of the Clean Water Act. This is an important aspect of road and bridge construction
that needs to be implemented and monitored by the town, especially in areas near Chester Creek and Pat-
taconk Brook.
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35. The town will also need to be alert to the need for mitigation for state roads and bridges that are at or
below flood plain elevation. For instance, one evacuation route for Chester is Route 154 which crosses Ches-
ter Creek and could be subject to storm surge in the event of a hurricane or flooding of the Connecticut
River.

36. All bridge design and construction must be reviewed and approved by the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for consistency with the goals for this plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING TELECOMMUNICATIONS:

37. Assign the task of monitoring and planning for broadband infrastructure within existing town buildings
and properties to both the Economic Development Commission and the Building and Facilities Committee.

38. Revise Zoning and Subdivision Regulations to require, as part of the permitting process for new subdivi-
sions and commercial or industrial development, the installation of FTTX (fiber to the node, curb, and
home). Similar to sidewalk installation, by installing the cables, even in sections, the town will begin to
slowly create a fiber optic grid which has long term value, even in the ever-changing communications indus-
try.

|II

39. Monitor the progress of the “Broadband Internet Council” to ensure that Chester is up-to-date on the

latest innovations and new options for improved communication technologies.

40. Develop an FTTX fund for the town, access available grants and sources of funding, and coordinate state
and local road, utility, and infrastructure projects to ensure installation of fiber and fiber devices during con-
struction and repairs.

41. Create policies that encourage anyone creating a right-of-way to auction or award the right to lay fiber
to the town. Where rapid deployment is needed, offer tax incentives.

CHAPTER 7

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING CHESTER CENTER:

1. Limit development within the Center to that which respects the special character of the area.

2. Adopt Village District regulations under Chapter 124-Section 8-2j of the Connecticut General Statutes.
Include design standards which address bulk, massing, architecture, and site improvements in a manner
consistent with the existing character of the Village Center.

3. Review and modify allowable uses to assure that a mix of activities is maintained in Tier One and Tier
Two of the Center, with a particular emphasis on retaining single- and two-family residential uses. Concur-
rently, non-residential uses must be permitted with sufficient conditions so as to avoid creating a nuisance
for existing residents. Refine zoning criteria for permitted uses and special permit uses.

S 4. Review zoning to ensure that home occupations are encouraged at an appropriate scale and
d}E TQ@ intensity for the village.
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5. Develop a cooperative agreement with the Water Pollution Control Authority to implement a policy
limiting expansion of uses in the Center following construction of the new sewer system. Amend regula-
tions and ordinances as necessary to enforce the policy.

6. Conduct a study of pedestrian circulation within the village area, with emphasis on safe and convenient
linkages along the Water Street/West Main Street axis, connections to North Quarter Park, clearly defined
access to existing parking areas, and access to current and future public transportation routes and bus
stops.

7. To the extent possible, locate or relocate new and expanded municipal uses in the village axis area for
ease of access and for community identity.

8. Develop and implement a signage plan for the village area, including better directions to parking areas
and walking paths.

9. Consider alternative use of designated parking space as gathering areas for use during special events or
seasonally.

10. Prepare and submit applications to the Connecticut DOT for designation of Route 148, Route 154, Route
145, including the Main Street Bridge, Water Street Bridge and Route 154 Bridge as state scenic roads.

11. Continue town support of community events within the village area, especially outdoor gatherings
which add to the vitality of street life in the village center.

CHAPTER 8

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING SUSTAINABILITY:

Physical Development

1. Encourage the use of recycled, renewable and local materials for construction projects.

2. Encourage re-use and retrofitting of older buildings where possible, conserving both building materials
and cultural resources.

3. Encourage adaptable, extendable buildings and public spaces, useable for many functions.
4. Evaluate opportunities for alternative energy generation from local resources.

5. Conduct an energy audit of town buildings and implement recommendations as part of the Town’s
Capital Improvement Program. Offer information and possible financial assistance for energy audits of pri-
vate buildings.

6. Recommend adoption of the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design) or equivalent energy-efficient building standards and certification for public buildings and
subdivision regulations.

7. Encourage the use of solar power, low head hydropower and other alternative energy sources
by removing unnecessary zoning barriers to their use.




Page 9-14 Chester 2009 Plan of Conservation and Development

8. Develop and provide guidelines through the Town’s land use offices and commissions on green princi-
ples as a Chester preference.

9. Develop guidelines and encourage land use practices that promote appropriate design for density which
supports sustainable objectives and transit- and pedestrian-oriented development.

10. Put the town’s natural resources inventory online so it is readily accessible to the public.

11. Monitor discharge to watercourses and water bodies from town and state owned storm water systems
to insure no or minimal damage to receiving waters. Recommend and monitor corrective actions where
needed.

12. Educate and encourage the use of native plants for landscaping on private and municipal properties.

13. Promote and support local and regional infrastructure investments which advance intermodal transit
opportunities and methods which lower “Vehicle Miles Traveled” (VMT).

14. Support and encourage the use of alternative and clean-fuel technologies by public fleets.
15. Partner on regional projects for marketing and promotion of commuting alternatives.

16. Promote installation of new and emerging telecommunication technology for telecommuting and busi-
ness operations.

Reducing Waste

17. Work toward a Town “paperless office” by making use of electronic files and correspondence. Incorpo-
rate sustainability in town purchasing programs.

18. Develop an anti-idling policy for town vehicles that exceeds the state requirements.
19. Support a study of a town-wide composting program.

20. Continue support for regional recycling and regionally-based disposal of household hazardous waste and
electronics equipment, consider “single-stream” recycling, and expand local collection options for recycling.

21. Reduce light and noise pollution through careful review of proposed development projects. Control out-
door lighting.

22. Develop and promote a program for installation of rain barrels on residential and commercial proper-
ties for water conservation in landscaping and gardening.

23. Educate the public and town officials about energy conservation and alternative energy sources using
the existing Energy Task Force grant and other appropriate means.

Making Ecological Improvements

24. Establish an ongoing urban forest program which includes a street tree inventory, monitoring of tree
conditions, and a replanting program.

S
TQQ 25. Consider providing a location for and supervise a community garden.
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35. Recognize, anticipate and plan for changing patterns of living and work.

36. Review possible sources for the preservation of farm and forest land, including Public Act 490.

RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE:

37. Create an on-going Community Sustainability Committee comprised of knowledgeable volunteers
from municipal boards and commissions as well as various community groups in town. The committee
should include at least one representative from: Conservation, Planning and Zoning, Economic Develop-
ment, Board of Finance, Board of Selectman, Public Works and Inland Wetlands. Planning and Zoning will
be charged with the formation of the Committee. The objective of this committee would be the following:

A. Bench-marking sustainability: The development of sustainability indicators, or ways to measure the
town’s progress towards greater economic sustainability. These indicators would be developed collabora-
tively, publicized at annual public presentations, and continuously revisited in order to generate genuine
information feed-back. The first indicator—energy consumption—will be developed via a town-wide energy
audit, using the Rocky Mountain Institute model.

B. Prioritizing actions to improve sustainability in town: The committee will be advisory to the town’s
land-use commissions, and will serve to coordinate information and actions among the many groups in
town working towards sustainability. Regular (monthly or semi-monthly) meetings would serve to increase
communication among town agencies.
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