These Minutes are subject to the Approval at the next BOS Meeting.
Minutes

Chester Board of Selectmen

Chester Meeting House

January 23, 2013

I.
Call to Order
The Board of Selectmen’s meeting was called to order at 7:40 pm. In attendance: First Selectman Ed Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert.

II.
Approval of Minutes January 8, 2013 Regular Meeting
Tom Englert made a motion to approve meeting minutes for January 8, 2013, second by Larry Sypher. Ed Meehan requested corrections to page 2 spelling for “Raymond Archambault” and page 3 to clarify “gentleman” refers to Tom Riggio, CT Computer Corporation. The minutes were approved unanimously as corrected.

III.
Audience of Citizens
None Present.

IV.
New Business
A.
CT Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security:  Resolution approving Town of Chester’s continued participation in DEMHS and authorization for First Selectman Meehan to execute necessary documents on behalf of the Board of Selectmen was made by Tom Englert:  

“RESOLVED, that the Chester Board of Selectmen may enter into with and deliver to the State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security any and all documents which it deems to be necessary or appropriate; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that Edmund J. Meehan, as First Selectman of the Chester Board of Selectmen, is authorized and directed to execute and deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Chester Board of Selectmen and to do and perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or appropriate to carry out the terms of such documents, including, but not limited to, executing and delivering all agreements and documents contemplated by such documents.”

Seconded by Larry Sypher and unanimously approved.

B.
Chester Hose Company 2011-2012 Tax Exemption Eligibility List:  First Selectman Meehan reviewed the 2011-2012 list for real and personal tax abatement. Chester Hose Company has certified 22 firefighters and first responders eligible pursuant to the criteria set forth in the Town Ordinance.

Larry Sypher moved the BOS approve and forward list to the Assessor for determination of the amount of each eligible member’s tax exemption. Seconded by Tom Englert and unanimously approved.

V.
Old Business
A.
Town Hall Second Floor Renovations Schedule:  Ed Meehan stated that with tonight’s Town Meeting approval the contract with Nasi Group, LLC, the project’s general contractor, can be signed. The contractor must submit certificate of insurance and performance bonds prior to start of work. The Town’s Dept. of Public Works will move furniture to interim work stations for zoning officer, building and health officials. The start of construction date will be February 8th.
B.
FY 13-14 BOS/BOF Workshop Schedule:  Ed Meehan reported he met with the BOF on January 17th to review schedule. There are conflicts with the March 21st and April 2nd date for Region 4 and Chester Elementary School workshops that need to be resolved. Meehan will contact Dr. Ruth Levy and coordinate new dates and re-issue revised schedule to BOS/BOF.

C.
Accounting Policies and Procedures Manual Adoption:  Ed Meehan briefly reviewed the status of revisions and the adoption of the Manual by the BOF at its December 20, 2012 meeting. Larry Sypher moved that the BOS also adopt the Manual effective January 23, 2013. Seconded by Tom Englert and unanimously approved.

Ed Meehan expressed the BOS’s appreciation to Peter Evankow for his guidance, persistence and patience in getting the manual completed.

VI.
Selectmen’s Reports
Ed Meehan reported the following items:

· Highway Use Permit for closure of Route 148 in Town Center for Winter Carnivale approved by Connecticut DOT. Trooper Ewing will prepare the traffic operations plan for this event.
· Essex Savings Bank will be having an Open House on February 12th, 5:00 to 7:00 pm.

· Middlesex Chamber Meeting will be held at the Chester Meeting House, Friday February 1st; State Comptroller Kevin Lembo will speak on State budget issues.

· Grand List for 10-01-2012 shows decrease in value from 10-01-2011 of $887,775.

Tom Englert inquired about street light improvements in front of St. Joseph’s Church. Ed Meehan reported a work order request for increased wattage was addressed by CL & P in December and a second work order was recently submitted to CL & P to evaluate the possibility of installing a street light fixture on Pole #708 east of Middlesex Avenue adjacent to the crosswalk.

Larry Sypher reported that the IT audit of all computers was completed over the Martin Luther King holiday weekend, a report summarizing inventory conditions and strategy for scheduling replacement equipment and software will be issued in about one month.

VII.
Adjournment
Tom Englert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm, second by Larry Sypher and unanimously approved.

Submitted,

Ed Meehan

First Selectman

