CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2015
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry  Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2015 BOS meeting as amended. 
Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Amendment:  Stop Sign – should read two “Stop Signs” and two “Stop Ahead” warning signs to be installed.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Driveway Construction Standard Waiver Section 130B.9 Pavement of Ascending Driveway – Access from Parker Hill Road, Killingworth
Photos of the area in question were distributed and discussed by the BOS.  There is an existing right of way extending from Killingworth into Chester.  An apron on Parker Hill Road exists.  One photo shows the driveway continuing to the house.  The proposed driveway calls for crushed stone.  The property owner would like to leave the area as “natural” as possible.  

The property is a third lot off of a private driveway easement with cross easements to all parties and the design construction criteria is “waivable” by the BOS.  The property is located in Chester and would have a Parker Hill Road address.  The Killingworth Fire Marshal/Chief provided a letter indicating that Killingworth would be the first responders in the event of any emergency.  The property is accessible for any emergency vehicles.  Any children at the property would attend Region 4 schools.
Larry Sypher made a motion to waive the paving requirement at the Parker Hill Road location.  The motion was not seconded.
Tom Englert reported that the ordinance refers to driveways off of abutting town roads.  This property is not abutting a Chester town road, and is, in fact, abutting a private driveway and is therefore not under the purview of the Chester BOS.

Larry Sypher made a motion that it is not within the Chester BOS’s purview to make a judgment on the property in question.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Larry Sypher made a motion to change the order of the agenda to discuss: Old Business, Continued Discussion – Noise Ordinance – Review of November 2000 Draft at this time.  Tom Englert seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

At a prior meeting, the BOS discussed the enforcement challenges of a Noise Ordinance given the Town’s current staffing.

Ed Meehan reported that an understanding between parties on a case by case basis, as opposed to a formal ordinance, is the appropriate action to take to respond to any noise complaints. Local proprietors are responsive to requests regarding noise and notification of the proper authorities when any event is scheduled.  Proper permits would be required for any special event.  
No further action on a Noise Ordinance was taken by the BOS.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Discuss and Possible Adoption of Revised Chester Health Department Fees for Wells, Septic and Food Licenses (Draft 5-5-15 Fees Attached)
A copy of the draft proposed Heath Department Fee schedule, developed by Lee Vito, Sanitarian, was included in the BOS packet.  The Town previously amended the Health Ordinance to reflect the proper language regarding restaurant classifications and to collect fees on a fiscal year basis.  The next step is to revise the fee schedule and prepare a letter notifying businesses of changes.  The new fee schedule would be effective July 1, 2015.
The BOS discussed the possibility of requiring the higher Classified restaurants to pay increased fees to accommodate the necessary additional inspections.  The BOS requested clarification on the fees (per year vs. per inspection).

Larry Sypher made a motion to table action on Health Dept. fees pending clarification of the fee schedule.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Review of Assessor’s Clerk Job Description Proposed Amendments

The Assessor’s Clerk plans to retire at the end of July/early August.  A copy of the revised Assessor’s Clerk job description and the current job description were available to the BOS.  Certification requirements of the position were discussed.  The BOS suggested that certain certifications should be a requirement of the position but will defer to the Assessor.  Also, add “high school graduate or equivalent (GED) required” to the job description.
OLD BUSINESS

Discussion of Regional School District No. 4 Regionalization Plan – June 8 Decision
The Regional School District No. 4 Regionalization Plan was voted down at the June 8th meeting.  The BOS commented that in several years, if the enrollment projections are correct, a more “level playing financial field” will be present throughout the 3 towns.
Main Street Reconstruction Project Status- Phase I
Ed has met with the local merchants regarding the project.  Proactive suggestions during the construction include appropriate signage for pedestrian crossings and parking areas, pre-selected loading zones and coordinated deliveries.  
Utility overhead work will begin in July and will be disruptive to the merchants. Street closures will be necessary when the poles are moved/installed and when service providers are working.  Ed will request that utility work be done on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Additional work to be completed prior to the end of June is the replacement of water valves in front of the Villager.  This work will be completed at night.  Local property owners have been informed of the project.

The bridge contractor is scheduled to begin on July 1.

Main Street Bridge Project
Materials are currently being delivered and work at the Laurel Cemetery area has started.  Tree work was properly posted will begin on June 17.  Parking has been, and will be affected by the project.  Materials are stored at NQP.  Granite curbing will be installed across the front at Jacobson.  The contract with the project administration and inspection has been signed and appropriately filed.  
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· The Municipal Brownfields Liability Relief Application was filed.  The BOS discussed the possibility of grant opportunities.

· The town owned Suburban and Charger will be placed for sale.  

· Work will begin on the Salt Shed at the Town Garage.

· Quotes will be obtained on the Town Garage generator.

· The firehouse bids went out.

· Energy Audit – Town Hall – several options for energy efficiency were uncovered; especially in the attic.

· An Energy Audit will be done at the Chester Elementary School tomorrow.

· Gateway Sign – exit 6 – will be fabricated – anticipated completion in 4 weeks.

· Ed Meehan will not be running for First Selectman in November.  Larry Sypher will not be running for Selectman.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None
ADJOURNMENT
Tom Englert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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