CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SPECIAL MEETING

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2015
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectwoman Gister called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectwoman Gister, Selectwoman Janecek and Selectwoman Linn.  Several individuals were present in the Audience.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 11/23/15
Corrections:  Page 1 – Note that Mr. Bisacky’s term expires 11/19/19, Felise Cressman’s term expires 11/19/19 and the terms of Whitelaw Wilson and Bettie Perreault expire 11/19/19.
Page 2 – Note that the BOS will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month.

Charlene Janecek made a motion to approve the minute, as corrected, from the meeting dated 11/23/15.  Carolyn Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  -  None.
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion of Ed Meehan as liaison to bridge project and crosswalk/traffic flow/signage issues during next six weeks

The work to be done on the bridge project during the next month is critical and  Ed Meehan is willing to act as liaison on the bridge project to ensure all details of the project are completed as discussed over the past several months.  

Charlene Janecek made a motion to appoint Ed Meehan as liaison to the bridge project for the 6 weeks leading up with the closure of the road.  Carolyn Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Town Meeting Agenda  -  January – date to be determined
Items for the Town Meeting agenda include:

· Re-allocation of funds remaining from Firehouse roof project

· Main Street Project funding

· Status of VSAP Program

· Main Street West project – LOCIP application – Lauren Gister outlined the parameters of the grant as well as the application process.

Lauren Gister reported that there is interest throughout the Town regarding growing and distribution of marijuana in Chester.  Planning and Zoning may have a role in this discussion.
Role of Main Street Committee during Bridge Project
The Main Street Committee currently consists of 5 individuals.  The timeline for the next phase of the project has not yet been determined and the Town Engineer is currently working on the plans.  Ms. Gister suggested that the Committee go on a “hiatus” until the future phases and timeline of the project are determined.  
It was suggested that the frequency of the Main Street Committee meetings be determined by the Main Street Committee; however, the members do need to be re-appointed by the BOS.  This Committee has no authority regarding the bridge project; however, the DOT did use their input in planning the bridge.  Oversight of the project falls under the prevue of the BOS.

Charlene reported that the Committee does need to meet at least one more time to pay/approve bills.  After that task is completed, there is no need for the Committee to meet again until the next phase of the project is started.

The roles and responsibilities of the Main Street Committee will be communicated to the committee members.  
Authority to Accept Emergency Funds from State/Federal Government

In conjunction with the Homeland Security Grant program, the Town must update the MOA indicating that Chester will:
· Participate in training 

· Any regional equipment will be safeguarded

· Chester is eligible to participate to receive federal funding

A copy of the MOA was available for BOS review.
Charlene Janecek made a motion to authorize First Selectwoman Gister to sign the documents as presented.  Carolyn Linn seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Appointments

On a motion made and duly seconded, Cy Libby was unanimously re-appointed to the Harbor Commission with a term to expire 10/3/17
On a motion made and duly seconded, Margaret Wilson and Pat Woomer were unanimously re-appointed to the Conservation Commission with terms to expire 11/1/19.

On a motion made and duly seconded, Ivy Gianetti was unanimously re-appointed to the Park & Rec Board with a term to expire 11/1/18.

On a motion made and duly seconded, Deron Grabel was unanimously appointed to the Park & Rec Board with a term to expire 11/1/18.

On a motion made and duly seconded, Mike Sanders was unanimously re-appointed to the EDC with a term to expire 11/1/20.

On a motion made and duly seconded, Joel Severance was unanimously re-appointed to the Board of Fire Commissioners.

ADJOURNMENT
Carolyn Linn made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Charlene Janecek seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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