CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectwoman Gister called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectwoman Gister, Selectwoman Janecek and Selectwoman Linn.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Ms. Linn made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 9, 2016 BOS meeting.   Ms. Janecek seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS

Eagle Scout Project Update
Zane updated the Selectwomen on his Eagle Scout Project.  The project began last year under Ed Meehan’s tenure.  Zane anticipates that the project will commence in April and calls for an upgrade to the War Memorial located at the intersection of Rte. 148 and Cedar Lake Road.  Also a bench will be installed at the site.  Ms. Gister commented that she is familiar with a family in town who is interested in donating benches.  Zane will not need any funds from the Town for this project.  It is anticipated that the Chester Rotary Club will fund this project.  Zane is coordinating the project with the appropriate town hall staff, i.e. Public Works, Inland/Wetland, etc.

It is anticipated that the re-dedication of the area will take place in June/July.

Cedar Lake
Tom Browsford updated the BOS on the need for Cedar Lake/Watershed management.  Mr. Browsford reported that two studies have been done on the lake.  These studies included recommendations for the management of the lake.  The Town did appoint a Cedar Lake Advisory Committee and this committee also made recommendations in 2007, to both the Town and the Conservation Commission.  The Committee has since been inactive.  Action taken at the lake includes:

· Installation and removal of weir boards at outflow – due to beaver dams and duck ponds

· Mechanical harvesting of weeds

· Installation of weed barrier at boat launch

· Removal of weeds via hydro raking and divers

· Drainage upgrades

· Ordinance regarding septic pump outs

Mr. Browsford reported that many of these actions failed.

Concerns regarding the lake include:

· Water quality 

· Condition of lake

· Aquatic re-growth

· Property flood damage

· Quality recreation outlets

· Property values

It was reported that a management plan for the entire Cedar Lake area needs to be developed including above and below Cedar Lake as recommended previously by both the studies and the Cedar Lake Advisory Committee. The Cedar Lake Advisory Committee or an individual should be assigned the responsibility of the Lake and enforcement measures should be implemented (septic pump outs).  Mr. Browsford predicted dire consequences for the area if no on-going action is taken for maintenance of the Lake/watershed.

Ms. Gister will review the documentation provided and the BOS will discuss further at a future meeting.  

Ms. Janecek made a motion to add to the agenda a discussion on the appointment of the Planning/Zoning position.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Gister reported that Erol Horner has resigned from Planning and Zoning Commission.  There has been a request from two alternates that they be appointed to the “full seat” on the Commission.  The Democratic Town Committee is requesting that Jackie Stack, D, be appointed to the seat and the P&Z Commission has requested that Mike Sanders, U, be appointed to the seat.  

As a veteran/experienced member of the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Commission feels that it would be appropriate to appoint Mike Sanders to the seat.  Ms. Stack is a new alternate to the Commission.  The BOS discussed the matter.

Lori Ann Clymas, Chairman of the Democratic Town Committee, reported that while experience is important, party affiliation may play a role in appointment to Boards/Commissions.  She continued that Ms. Stack is very bright and it is important to have a “new voice” on Boards/Commissions.  Also, many times the alternate is “seated” at a meeting and eligible to vote.

David Cohen reported that Mike Sanders is not registered as a Republican.  If he is qualified and “as good as we say he is”, he should be given the appointment.  We need to do what is best for the Town.

Ms. Linn made a motion to appoint Mike Sanders to fill Mr. Horner’s vacancy on the Planning and Zoning   Commission.  Ms. Janecek seconded the motion. 

Ms. Gister expressed some reservation about filling a Democratic seat with a non-Democrat.

Vote on the motion:  “Aye” – Ms. Linn, “Nay” - Ms. Janecek – Abstain - Ms. Gister.  The motion did not pass.

Ms. Gister made a motion to table the discussion at this time.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
SELECTWOMEN’S REPORTS - None

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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