CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN

REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2016

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectwoman Gister called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectwoman Gister, Selectwoman Janecek and Selectwoman Linn.  Audience members included James Schaefer, Fire Chief and James Grzybowski.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Charlene Janecek made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2016 BOS meeting, as amended. Carolyn Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Corrections:  under the “Corrections” section of the minutes – include “Lauren Gister seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously”.

Page 3 – Shoreline Times, not Time as reported.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS

Appointments to Boards/Commissions
No requests received.

Eagle Scout Projects
Several Eagle Scouts have approached the First Selectwoman interested in ideas for Eagle Scout Projects.  Recent Eagle Scout projects have been centered around the Cedar Lake area and cemeteries.

Ms. Gister solicited suggestions for Eagle Scout projects from the Selectwomen.  Suggestions included:

· Ferry Landing Gateway – picnic area, stairs

· Debris removal in Pattaconk Brook along Rte. 148
Middlesex Hospital Paramedic Program Budget Request
Middlesex Hospital Paramedic services are “operating in the red” (approximately $1 million).  They serve 19 towns and have responded to approximately 8,500 to 9,500 calls (in the past 3 years).  They are requesting that towns served by the program contribute to the program.  They have suggested $1 per capita in the first year, $2 in year two, $3 in year three, $4 in year four, and $5 in year five.  The first year would provide approximately $5,000 and in five years, the request would grow to $20,000.

It was reported that the paramedics are required to respond to calls regardless of payment/funding from the Town.  

Ms. Gister has discussed the matter with various area Selectmen who are placing the funds in their budget for discussion purposes.

Management of staff, funding/budgets at the hospital were briefly discussed and Ms. Linn did not support the request made by the hospital.  Middlesex Hospital has offered to attend a BOS and/or BOF meeting to discuss.

Fire Department staff reported on the protocol/parameters and availability of paramedics on calls.  

This item will be discussed further during the budget process.

Streetlight Update
Ms. Gister reported that information has been received regarding the purchase of streetlights.  The attempt to get an extension from Eversource regarding the price quote was not successful.  

Review of Preliminary Budget
This item will be discussed at joint BOS/BOF meeting.

Main Street Bridge Project
The location of the sidewalk was moved this past weekend.  The Villager location work has not yet been completed however, the sidewalk is accommodating to pedestrians.  The State has been cooperative with changes that have been requested from the Town.

The preliminary LOCIP application has been completed.
SELECTWOMEN’S REPORTS 
It was reported that two bank robberies occurred recently and the culprits have been apprehended.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS 

The VSAP comments have been received from Attorney Bennet.  Language clarification will be discussed further.  The Retirement Board did have an actuarial analysis completed regarding the additional costs of the plan.  This information will be distributed to the BOF.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk

2

