CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN

REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectwoman Gister called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectwoman Gister and Selectwoman Linn.  Audience members included  James Schaefer, Fire Chief.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The approval of the 4/14/16 minutes was tabled.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS

Request from I-Park Inc. - Use of Community Room
The Town has received a request from I-Park Inc., a non-profit organization based in E. Haddam.  They are requesting use of the Community Room for film showings.  This organization holds open studios for artists.  The organization has been asked to provide a schedule for film showings.  It was reported that they do not charge a fee but do accept donations.  

The Town does, on occasion, rent space for “for profit” organizations; however, this organization is not a Chester resident or Chester community non-profit.

Ms. Linn reported that this organization holds fund raising events (with donated food and spirits) throughout the year to promote local and national artists.  There is an admission fee to tour the I-Park trails.  Ms. Linn recommended that they be permitted to rent space at a nominal fee (for cleaning expenses, set up, electricity).

Ms. Gister will  investigate the Town's fee schedule and policy for use of space and follow-up with I-Park, Inc.

Website Update
Ms. Gister reported that Jenny Watrous, Administrative Assistant, is working with Purple Dog to make updates to the Town's website.  Input has been received from various Town Department requesting changes.  Ms. Gister asked the Selectwomen to review the website and report any comments/suggestions to Jenny.

Noise/Garbage Removal – Town Center
The Town  receives on-going noise complaints (particularly in the warmer months) from Town Center residents regarding motorcycles, music (being played after 10 p.m.), etc.  The Town does not have a Noise Ordinance; which are often difficult to enforce and administer (staffing/equipment).  Also, any Noise Ordinance, if approved, would apply to the entire town, not just the town center.  Ms. Linn suggested that perhaps the Town would be willing to install a decibel reader to evaluate the levels of noise associated with motorcycles, garbage trucks, music, etc.  The data would then be evaluated and appropriate action/noise reduction policy can be established.  Ms. Gister will pursue further and report back to the BOS.  It was also suggested that noise reduction strategies could be communicated to the appropriate businesses in the area.

Ms. Gister reported that garbage cans are being placed on the street, blocking the sidewalk and parking spaces.  

Main Street Bridge Project
The project is on schedule and it is not anticipated that the project will be completed ahead of schedule.

On Sunday at approximately 5:00 p.m., the DOT will begin to mill the road on both sides of the bridge that will include the excavation of the pavement on Rte. 148 and into the center of Town.  This information will be posted on the town e-mail and Facebook page.  It is anticipated that the work will be finished by approximately 10:00 p.m.
The re-paving is being coordinated per proper protocols, i.e. the surface must be completely dry, proper temperatures are required.  There is rain in the forecast that may impact the project.  
It is anticipated that both sides of the road will be open no later than 5/22.  They are not permitted to pave on 5/6 (May Day/Mother's Day weekend).  It is estimated that paving will begin on 5/9.    
Ms. Gister reported that there is a “rumor” that Governor Malloy will be present when the bridge is re-opened.  Ms. Linn reported that she does not favor a visit by the Governor for a “photo op”.
The State has done a lighting study and determined that lighting is adequate for safety purposes.
Repaving from Library to Ferry – DOT Project
Ms. Gister reported that the DOT is scheduling the re-paving of Rte. 148 from the Library to the Ferry.  They were interested in doing the project now (the road would be closed for 7 to 10 days).  Ms. Gister reported that she will not allow them to close the road at this time.  
The DOT suggests that the project take place in the Fall.  
Ms. Gister reported that the DOT does not intend to address drainage in the area during the project.  A meeting is scheduled with the DOT and Ed Meehan regarding the project including the drainage and catch basins.
2016/17 Budget
Budget documentation was included in the BOS packet for review and discussion.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please transfer the following:

From:  10-05-63-1160-585
BOF – Winter Maintenance

$13,500

From:  10-05-63-1165-125
BOF – General Contingency

$110,000

To:  10-05-62-1000-150

Capital Non-Recurring


$123,500

At the First Selectwoman's request: 

To adopt a budget to send to the BOF for the Town of Chester for fiscal year July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 an amount totaling $13,129,668.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please transfer the following:

From:  20-00-01-0000-007
BOS – Assigned



$10,000

From:  20-00-36-0000-094
Buildings – Twn. Bldg. Emerg. Gen.
$20,001

From:  20-00-45-0000-070
Police – Cruiser Replacement

$937

From:  20-00-45-0000-072
Police – Mobile Radio Replacement
$532

From:  20-00-90-0000-090
School – Fire Code/Safety Compliance
$6,934

To:  20-00-42-0000-235

Fire – Equipment Replacement

$38,404

At the First Selectwoman's request, please transfer the following:

From:  20-00-01-0000-007
BOS – Assigned



$123,500

To:  20-00-31-0000-446

Infrastructure – Road/Sidewalk Repair
$123,500

At the First Selectwoman's request, please transfer the following:

From:  20-00-31-0000-046
Infrastructure – Main St. Phase I

$314,846

To:  20-00-31-0000-048

Infrastructure – Main St. Phase III
$314,846

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $15,000 from the Capital Fund – Town Hall Computer Replacement line item #20-00-01-0000-092.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $3,000 from the Capital Fund – Cedar Lake/Watershed line line item #20-00-01-0000-042.

At the First Selectwoman's request, re-authorize the expenditure of $10,000 from the Capital Fund -Main Street Project III line item 20-00-31-0000-048 ($15,067 previously authorized for Phase I).

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $186,000 from the Capital Fund – Main Street Project III  line item #20-00-31-0000-048.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $275,000 from the Capital Fund – Road/Sidewalk Repairs line item #20-00-31-0000-446.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $75,000 from the Capital Fund – Energy Efficient Projects  line item #20-00-31-0000-060.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $67,000 from the Capital Fund – Town Buildings – Repairs/Code Compliance line item #20-00-36-0000-065.

At the First Selectwoman's request, please authorize the expenditure of $45,000 from the Capital Fund – Fire Equipment Replacement  line item #20-00-42-0000-235.

Selectwomen Gister and Linn are in favor of sending the above to the BOF for approval.  

SELECTWOMEN’S REPORTS 
Ms. Gister reported that the new insurance agreement with Smith Brother's Insurance must be approved prior to July 1.  The agreement was distributed to the BOS for review and future approval.  The amount of the agreement is $6,500.

A re-formatted budget presentation will be placed on the Town's website.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS 

None.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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