CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN

REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, May 11, 2016

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectwoman Gister called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectwoman Gister, Selectwoman Janecek and Selectwoman Linn.  Audience members included  James Schaefer, Fire Chief.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Ms. Gister made a motion to approve the April 27, 2016 BOS minutes as amended.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Ms. Janecek abstaining from the vote.

Corrections include:  Page 1 – note that the 4/13/16 minutes were tabled not 4/14/16 as reported.

Page 2, Under Main Street Bridge Project – to the last line, “The State has done a lighting study and determined that lighting is adequate for safety purposes”, add the following:  the three decorative lights on the new sidewalk do not have an electrical junction box to power them.  This will happen in conjunction with the next phase of the Main Street project. 

Page 2, Under Main Street Bridge Project – note that the Town requested the State not to pave on 5/6 because of the May Day event.

Ms. Janecek made a motion to add to the agenda the approval of the April 13, 2016 BOS meeting minutes.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Janecek made a motion to approve the April 13, 2016 BOS meeting minutes.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS

Appointment of E-Team
A request was made to add William Burnheart, Chester Village West, and Ed Meehan, Spring Street to the E-Team.  This is an advisory board.  

Ms. Janecek made a motion to appoint William Burnheart and Ed Meehan to the E-Team.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Appointment to Planning Commission– Regional Gateway Committee
Ms. Gister reported that the Chester's representatives to the RiverCOG have resigned.  There are currently two vacancies; one is an alternate on the Gateway Commission and one on the Regional Planning Committee.  Also, there is an opening on the Region 2 Regional Mental Health Board.  

Ms. Gister will pursue information on the role of the individual(s) appointed to the various boards.

Main Street Project – Phase III
Ms. Janecek reported that at the recent Main Street meeting, members felt that the BOF should have allocated $186,000 for use at their discretion.  The importance of beginning the next phase of the project was emphasized.  It was considered that phasing of the funding for the project would ultimately delay the project and cost more money.  They intend to petition the BOF and request that they reconsider the funding.  The BOF suggested another Town Hearing to present the next Phase of the project.  The Main Street Committee felt that the project has already been presented and approved.  The Master Plan was presented in sections and each section had pricing associated with it.  They feel that the $186,000 is already allocated to the project.  

Ms. Janecek reported on the STEAP Grant protocol that calls for Town funds in conjunction with State funding.  The protocol for the release of funding vis a vis the BOS and BOF was discussed.  

Ms. Gister reported that she has reviewed the schedule and the BOF's concerns regarding the release of the funding all at one time with Jeff Jacobson.  Mr. Jacobson reported that the first two tasks, Topographic Survey and the Rights of Way Survey will be necessary regardless of how long it takes to complete it.  

Ms. Linn commented that another Public Hearing on the next phase of the project would be beneficial to the Main Street project.  It was suggested that another presentation on the project could be scheduled for July.  Ms. Janecek reported that the Committee would like to have the funding in place prior to July so that the project can proceed in a timely manner.  

Ms. Gister suggested that perhaps this item (appropriation of the funding and the presentation on the next phase of the project) can be placed on a Town Meeting agenda at the end of June or early July.  This would allow Jacobson to begin the survey work in the summer.  

At their next meeting, the BOS will prepare a request for funding to the BOF.

Update on Bridge Project
Ms. Gister reported that the bridge will open on May 12th.  Outstanding items include crosswalks, signage, painting, benches, bike racks, landscaping, and the retaining wall.  Work on these items will continue and the road will be opened.  

It was reported that that the bridge project cost $4.5 million.  The DOT Commissioner James Redeker, Martin Heft, and Phil Miller will be present at the bridge opening.
Update on Telephone System at Town Hall
Ms. Gister reported that Larry Sypher and CT Computers have been exploring Comcast Business Voice Edge option for the Town's phone system.  It is estimated that a new system will cost between $15,000 and $20,000.

Parts can no longer be acquired for the current system, through Steven's Communications.  

Larry Sypher will be invited to a BOS meeting to provide information on the phone system.
Library Director
Ms. Fox works approximately10 to 12 hours per week from home; mainly because there is no space at the current library to accommodate her needs.   She currently lives in Madison and there have been issues that require her attention in a timely manner.

Ms. Gister reported that she would like to offer the Library Director an office in the Town Hall. 

Ms. Janecek made a motion to use the empty office at the Town Hall for the Librarian.  Ms. Linn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

SELECTWOMEN’S REPORTS 
None.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS 

None.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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