CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SPECIAL MEETING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014
CHESTER TOWN HALL
203 MIDDLESEX TURNPIKE
CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 21, 2014 BOS meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  
Mr. Tim Herteck requested that the Selectmen consider standard setbacks for adjacent properties with regard to target shooting.  He suggested that perhaps a committee should be formed to make recommendations to the BOS.

A gentleman commented that if an individual does not want to live in an area where target shooting/hunting is prevalent, they should not move to a rural community.  Individuals Second Amendment right should be respected.  This shooting range is not disruptive.  He did not favor spending tax dollars to address this issue.
John Rash commented that he feels unsafe in his backyard due to shooting in the area.  
Mr. Zanardi reported that houses have been hit as a result of target shooting.  He questioned the protocol used for deeming a property safe for shooting. 
A woman commented that there are current rules and regulations for shooting.  No additional regulations are necessary.

A gentleman suggested a Referendum to address the issue may be appropriate.  

Ed Meehan reported that any resident can petition for a Referendum or a Town Meeting vote.

Several gentlemen suggested that the Town continue to utilize the police for any target shooting concerns on a case by case basis.

Warren Elliott, range owner, outlined the protocol used at the shooting range.  No safety issues have ever been recorded at the property.  

Mr. Moore expressed concern that a hand gun was stolen from an unlocked residence.  Ed Meehan reported that the police are investigating the incident.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of Target Shooting and Discharge of Firearms in Residential Areas
Ed Meehan reported that both a Constable and State Trooper have deemed the property in question safe for shooting.  He continued that any safety issues must be addressed but he is not ready to make a decision at this time.  He has walked the property and felt it was safe.  At this time, he favored continuing with the protocol of using Constables/Troopers on a case by case basis.  Larry Sypher and Tom Englert agreed.  

Tom Englert continued that the request made by several property owners is too broad.  A single regulation would not effectively apply to all properties.  He suggested that perhaps the Land Use Boards may address the issue.
The BOS will discuss this issue further at a future meeting.
Town Hall – Telephone System Review
The BOS will obtain quotes from Comcast and Frontier for comparison purposes.  Larry Sypher will follow-up and report to the BOS.
Discussion of Assessor’s Request for Audit and Appraisal of Business Personal Property
A Business Personal Property Audit Proposal provided by G&K Associates was included in the BOS packet for review.  The cost of the proposal is not to exceed $5,000.  The Assessor will be responsible for choosing accounts to be audited.  Potential legal costs associated with the audits were discussed.
Larry Sypher made a motion to authorize the Personal Property Audit proposal as presented and refer to the BOF for review.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS

Chester BOE Request for Elementary School Security System Enhancement, $6,055
A copy of the Chester BOE request for security enhancements was included in the BOS packet.  The request is for $6,055.  The request includes additional cameras as well as a gate system for the side entrance in the second and third grade area.  A portion of the project will be funded by a Grant and the BOE is requesting that unspent funds from the roof project be reallocated to this project.

Tom Englert made a motion to approve the request in the amount of $6,055 as presented and forward to the BOF for action.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Town Meeting Schedule for Release of Main Street Phase I Capital Funds and Police Mobile Radio Equipment

Tom Englert made a motion to release the funds for the Main Street Phase I project ($375,000) and Police Mobile Radio Equipment ($10,000) and forward to the BOF and Town Meeting for action.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
The suggested date for a Town Meeting is 12/9.
Main Street Project  Reports
Connecticut Water Company Water Main Replacement – Main Street work has begun.  The consulting engineer and surveyor have been doing the mark outs for new catch basins to ensure that there are no conflicts with the new water lines.  The WPCA has done the mark outs for their laterals and sewer lines.  
Temporary patches will be re-visited during the final phases of the Main Street project.    Additional hydrants have been requested in the Jacobson and Associates area and at Chesterfields.  The anticipated completion date is early Spring.
Main Street East Phase I Reconstruction – The plans are over 70% complete.  The Committee received costs estimates that were over budget.  The engineer was directed to re-visit and provide alternates.  
Main Street Bridge Replacement – ConnDOT – Approximately 40 individuals attended the Stakeholders Meeting.  They have not yet filed for environmental permits with the DEEP.  There is a concern that the project may be delayed if the permits are not received in a timely manner.  Legislative assistance may be necessary.
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· Solar panels have been installed and activated.

· Ed thanked Whelen Engineering for their donation of a 2013 Chrysler Charger to the Town for Police Department use.  A thank you letter will be sent to Whelen.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.
ADJOURNMENT

Larry Sypher  made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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