Minutes of Conservation Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting

7:00 PM, June 1, 2016

Members:  Peggy Wilson, Margot Burns, Ted Taigen, Sandy Prisloe (Rick Holloway, Pat Woomer not present)

Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM

Minutes of the May 2016 meeting had not been filed and therefore were not considered for  approval.

Audience of citizens:  None

Correspondence:  CACIWC’s quarterly newsletter The Habitat were distributed

Old Business

Enviro Tips  Peggy reported that she had met with Lauren Gister that morning to review topics, focus, length and frequency of Enviro Tips submitted to the Town’s weekly email blast.  Lauren requested that articles be specific to Chester if possible, kept short so they are read and submitted once or twice a month.  The commission agreed to use these points as goals.  Ted will write the next tip an the value of Black Rat snakes in controlling rodent populations.
E- Team Report  No report as Pat Woomer was not present
Cedar Lake  Rick has emailed a request for information to Professer McGowan of Springfield College who has conducted research at Cedar Lake for many years.  It was reported that the BOS will reactivate the Cedar Lake Management Committee.  Sandy will request that the Commission have a member appointed to the reactivated committee.
Eel Ladder  Sandy reported that staff from DEEP would be conducting a field survey using electro fishing to determine the eel population in Great Brook.  The survey is to be conducted on the morning of June 2nd.  Members were invited to attend to observe the process.
Phragmites eradication  Sandy had contacted Roger Wolfe, DEEP, to inquire if DEEP was going to be able to do any Phragmites eradication work this summer.
New Business

Natural Resources Inventory  Margot brought copies of the NRI that she had drafted through the RPA in 2007.  Members discussed updating parts of the NRI and adding new data such as hiking trail systems, wildlife info, parcel boundaries and detailed land use.  Discussion will continue at subsequent meetings.

Rain Barrel building workshop  The idea of sponsoring a do-it-yourself workshop for residents to build rain barrels using off-the-shelf parts was discussed.  The commission liked the idea and thought having an informational table at the Chester Farmers’ Market with a sample rain barrel and sign up form to attend a workshop would be a good idea.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40  Next meeting Wednesday July 6, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted,   S. Prisloe
