
Minutes of Conservation Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting

7:00 PM, December 2, 2015

Members:  Rick Holloway, Sandy Prisloe, Peggy Wilson, Pat Woomer  (Margot Burnes not present)

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

Minutes of the November 2015 meeting were approved.

Audience of citizens:  Carolyn Linn, selectman

Correspondence: None

Opening discussion with Carolyn to acquaint her with the history, the legal requirements, and the concerns of the Conservation Commission.  Among other topics, we discussed Cedar Lake, Agricultural lands under Act 490, and the Open Spaces Inventory.  She was present for the entire meeting.

Old Business

1.. E- Team Report
a.  Streetlights will be the main topic at next Monday’s E-Team meeting.  

b.  The Energy Team is focusing on (1) Streetlights, and (2) energy audits of town buildings. 

c.  State funding for energy projects has switched emphasis on funding from renewables (solar projects) to energy conservation projects.  

2.   Cedar Lake 
a. Rick has the name of the professor at Springfield College who has reportedly been conducting an ongoing study of Cedar Lake for many years.  Rick will continue to try to get in touch with him.  

b. The files on Cedar Lake stored at the Town Hall are mostly the formal reports by consultants over the past 20 years.  George Foulds, former chairman of the CL Advisory Committee, has a small folder containing notes which he will send to us. Rick to determine if the Chester Library has a copy of the IEP Report?

c. Septic systems (especially at Cedar Lake Terrace) have to be brought up to code only if the property  is converted to year-round occupancy or if additional bedrooms or bathrooms are added.  

d.  Camp Hazen tests lake water weekly for coliform bacteria when the camp is in session and the waterfront is being used.  There have not been any problems in recent years.  

e. Sandy will talk to Geoff Jacobson to obtain a sewer drainage map of Cedar Lake Terrace.

f. Rick will request that the DEEP install notices at the state boat launch detailing steps to prevent the further spread of milfoil and fanwort locally and statewide.  

3.  Eel Ladder  


 Nothing new to report.  Sandy will continue to work with Steve Gephart (Fisheries) on a schedule for completing this project. 

4. Phragmites eradication

a.  Peggy has identified ownership of all properties abutting Chester Creek.  Rick, Peggy and Sandy will meet at 10:45 on 12/02 to map the extent of phragmites invasion there.  

New  Business

1.  Pat will speak with the woman who expressed interest (at the light bulb swap) in serving on the Conservation Commission. 

2.  Peggy will prepare an article for Chester Events dealing with the disappearance of pollinators such as honey bees.  

3. In 2016, the Conservation Commission will continue to meet on the first Monday of each month.  

4. Sandy will send an email to the Selectmen requesting that both Pat and Peggy be re-appointed to the Commission.  Sandy’s and Margot’s terms end 11/1/2016, Rick’s ends 11/1/2018.  

5. At the January 2016 meeting, the Commission will discuss goals and objectives for the coming year.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Next meeting January 4, 2016.  

Respectfully Submitted,   R. Holloway


