
Minutes of Conservation Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting

7:00 PM, January 6, 2016

Members:  Rick Holloway, Sandy Prisloe, Peggy Wilson, Pat Woomer  (Margot Burnes not present)

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

Minutes of the December 2015 meeting were approved.

Audience of citizens:  Felise Cressman

   Felise presented her program for encouraging the adoption of re-usable water bottles in Chester and demonstrated the alternative aluminum and milk-carton-style containers which she has purchased for this purpose.  The aluminum bottles (with a compass and the Chester seal) are available for purchase.  

She discussed data on the results of picking up bottles and other plastic debris along the Connecticut River in Chester, and how this ties in to the Rozalia Project (being directed from Vermont).

   The Conservation Commission (CCC) was unanimous in expressing strong support for Felise’s program. 

   Peggy will include information on the project in her “Envirotips.”

   Pat will determine whether a portion of the BIG grant may be applied to support this effort. 

   The CCC will promote this when it is their turn to host a table at the Chester Farmers’ Market.  

Correspondence: Letter from DEEP regarding rehabilitation of bridge over Great Brook at Rte 9.

Old Business

1.. E- Team Report
a.  Immediately prior to this meeting, Pat and Peter Harding met with the BoS to present recommendation for the town to purchase streetlights and convert to LEDs.

b.  Options for financing streetlights will be presented to the BoFinance at their next meeting on January 11.  

c.  Insulation of the second floor of the Town Hall is proceeding gradually.  Soffit vents remain to be cut.

2.    Cedar Lake 
a. Rick has the name of the professor at Springfield College who has reportedly been conducting an ongoing study of Cedar Lake for many years.  Rick will continue to try to get in touch with him.  

b. The files on Cedar Lake have been moved to the records room at the Town Hall.  

c. Sandy will talk to Geoff Jacobson to obtain a sewer drainage map of Cedar Lake Terrace.


  d.  Rick notified the DEEP of the absence of notices at the state boat launch detailing steps to 

prevent the further spread of milfoil and fanwort locally and statewide.  They will replace the notice.

3.  Eel Ladder  


a. Nothing new to report.  Sandy will continue to work with Steve Gephart (Fisheries) on a schedule for completing this project, as well as to determine what other sites have done to transport elvers and maintain the equipment.  Could this be an on-going project for the Boy Scouts?  


b. Storage of equipment off-season remains to be determined. 

4. Phragmites eradication


Sandy will send the results of mapping of phragmites stands in Chester Creek to Paul Capotasto at DEEP, and will explore what help the state may provide. 

New  Business

1.  Pat will speak with tLisa Wahle about serving on the Conservation Commission. 

2. Election of officers:  Sandy and Rick will continue for another year as Chair and Vice-chair-Recording Secretary  for the CCC.   

3. At the February 2016 meeting, the Commission will discuss goals and objectives for 2016.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Next meeting February 3, 2016.  

Respectfully Submitted,   R. Holloway


