
Minutes of Conservation Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting

7:00 PM, March 2, 2016

Members:  Rick Holloway, Sandy Prisloe, Peggy Wilson, Pat Woomer  (Margot Burns not present)

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

Minutes of the January 2016 meeting were approved.

Audience of citizens:  None

Correspondence: 

    Copies of The Habitat were distributed.

    Letter from CT Land Conservation Conference March 19  (no-one from the CCC can attend)

Old Business

1.. E- Team Report
a. Streetlight purchase -- research continues

b.  We will develop a 5-year energy capital plan with James G at the Elementary School

c.  Desirable to specify energy conservation items in the Chester Plan of Development.

2.    Cedar Lake 
a. Rick has the name of the professor at Springfield College who has reportedly been conducting an ongoing study of Cedar Lake for many years.  Rick will continue to try to get in touch with him.   

b. Sandy is awaiting information from  Geoff Jacobson on a sewer drainage map of Cedar Lake Terrace.  

3.  Eel Ladder  

a.  Despite encouraging comments from the director, the Board of the Norma Terris theater turned down our request to install an eel ladder there.  

b. Ownership of the land beneath Great Brook and Pattaconk Brook needs to be clarified.  Sandy  will ask the assessor for clarification.

c. Sandy will ask Steve Gephard (DEEP) if Waterhouse Brook could be a location for the ladder.

4. Phragmites eradication

a.  Paul Capotasto and Roger Wolfe (DEEP) have suggested that the stands of phragmites along Chester Creek may make an ideal demonstration project.  A reduction in staffing levels at this office of the DEEP may be a problem.  Information will be available in mid-May.

b. It will be necessary to send a letter to abutting landowners to get permission to apply herbicides.

c.   Sandy will talk to Dick Harald (Chester Land Trust) to see if there are any other issues to be addressed.
New  Business

1.  Discussion of a citizen’s desire to get the town to clear a tree which has fallen across Great Brook onto his property from a Chester Land Trust easement.  All members of the CCC will look at the site to see if there are any conservation issues.  

2. Sandy will talk to Lauren G to determine why there are two overlapping easements on this property:  one to the Chester Land Trust  and another to the Town of Chester.   

3. At the February 2016 meeting, the Commission will discuss goals and objectives for 2016.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.  Next meeting Wednesday April 6, 2016.  

Respectfully Submitted,   R. Holloway


