
Minutes of Conservation Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting

7:00 PM, August 3, 2016

Members:  Rick Holloway, Sandy Prisloe, Peggy Wilson, Pat Woomer, Margot Burns, Ted Taigen*, Lauren Gister*

Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM

Minutes of the July 2016 meeting were approved, with the addition that Margot was to examine P&Z lighting regs vis à vis the Dark Skies Initiative.

Audience of citizens:  None

Correspondence: None

Old Business  (# = carryover item)

1.. E- Team Report
a.  Large-scale solar not possible at former town landfill.  Other opportunities being investigated. 

b. Pursuing expanded solar for CES and Firehouse.

c. Streetlight purchase -- still awaiting Eversource response.

d.  Beginning a  SolarizeCT program this Fall.

2.    Cedar Lake 
a. #  No response to emails to Springfield College professor who is said to run program involving Cedar Lake.  Rick will persist.

b. Cedar Lake Advisory Committee has been re-instated.  CCC will have a representative.  This may be rotated among several CCC members to spread knowledge and exposure.

c. CCC will watch for presence of water chestnut, an invasive.

3.  Phragmites eradication
a. DEEP does not have staff to support this in 2016.  They forwarded list of possible contractors.
b. Sandy will discuss contractors with Chester Land Trust.
4.  Natural Resources Inventory
a.  Margot reported that previous, hard-copy format does not seem to be used by land-use committees. 

b.  Sandy will ask if CT State would be interested in incorporating parcel information as an additional layer in their on-line database for Connecticut Environmental Conditions .

c. Alternatively, Sandy will speak to Lauren G to see if the Town would be interested in providing computer access to combined environmental and parcel information for land-use commissions at the Town Hall. 

5. Farmers’ Market information table.  


a.  The table is completely booked for this summer and fall.  


b.  Sandy will discuss with Sue Hotkowski whether shared access is possible, particularly as regards the SolarizeCT program.

New  Business

1. Rain Barrel workshop.
a. Advantages include:  Good use of resources, convenience, water availability in the event of wells drying out or during power outages.  

b. Pat will provide a materials list.   A good opportunity for an outdoor workshop.
2. Bluebird House building
a. DEEP can provide wood and plans.  Sandy to investigate.  

b. CCC could pre-cut lumber so only assembly would be required at workshop.

c. Workshop location to be determined.

3. Stormwater Catch Basin marking 

a.  The town must develop a plan to comply with the MS4 requirements by July 2017.  Sandy showed us a drawing being developed by the town engineers showing catch basins and outfalls.  

b. Markers indicating “do not dump, drains to waterway” which were placed on many catch basins several years ago have largely disappeared.  Replacement are available at probably about $4 per marker.  The CCC could help place these and also participate in education and outreach for this program

c. Sandy will discuss CCC involvement with Lauren to include markers in the CCC budget.  

4.  Gypsy Moth Infestation.    Not discussed.

5.  Poly packing materials recycling.

  The CRRA recycling center cannot accept either plastic bags or the air pillows.  It was pointed out that Adams Supermarket, Lowe’s, and Walmart have collection points for these.  The pillows may be punctured and included with other poly film material at collection points 

6.  Additional Osprey Nesting Platforms.
a.  The Chester Land Trust plans to install two more in town.  They must be at least 600 feet apart.  

b. The DEEP can provide the materials for their construction.  Rick will see if the Trust is aware of this.  

7.  Composting   #  Ted will talk to Charlene Janecek about possibilities for use or sale of the leaf and manure composting pile at the Chester Fairgrounds.

8.  Goals and Calendar for 2016-17


Not discussed.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.  

Next meeting Wednesday September 7, 2016.  

Respectfully Submitted,   R. Holloway


