
Minutes of Conservation Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting

7:00 PM, September 7, 2016

Members:  Rick Holloway, Sandy Prisloe, Peggy Wilson, Pat Woomer*, Margot Burns, Ted Taigen*, Guest:  Carolyn Linn (Selectman)

Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM

Minutes of the August 2016 meeting were approved, 

Audience of citizens:  None

Correspondence: Distribution of The Habitat,   Invitation to CACIWC meeting, November 16,  

     MOTION : Authorization to spend up to $60 from the CCC budget to pay for continued membership in CACIWC.  (Joint membership with Inland Wetlands Agency will reduce payment to $55.)  -- Approved.

Old Business  (# = carryover item)

1.. E- Team Report
a. Streetlights:  awaiting buyout info from Eversource

b. Solarize Chester kickoff mtg October 4.  Carolyn and Margot offer to be “model” projects.

2.    Cedar Lake 
a. #  No response to emails to Springfield College professor who is said to run program involving Cedar Lake.  Rick has call in to Enviro Dept there.

b. Cedar Lake Advisory Committee has been re-instated.  CCC will have a representative (initially Rick and Ted).  Lauren G will convene the first meeting.    Carolyn will send Rick names of members so far. 

3.  Phragmites eradication
a.  Peggy discussed advertisement by a company offering to bid on job.  
b.  # Sandy will discuss possible contractors with Chester Land Trust.
4.  Natural Resources Inventory
a.  Margot is reviewing this for possible needed updates.

b. Rick will mention availability on-line (town website/assessor) of this document at the Boards and Commissions Roundtable scheduled for Sept 22.  

c.  #Sandy will ask if CT State would be interested in incorporating parcel information as an additional layer in their on-line database for Connecticut Environmental Conditions .

d. Alternatively, Sandy will speak to Lauren G to see if the Town would be interested in providing computer access to combined environmental and parcel information for land-use commissions at the Town Hall. 

5.  Rain Barrel workshop.    Awaiting input from Pat W.

5. Farmers’ Market information table.  


a.  The table is completely booked for this summer and fall.  

         b.  #  Sandy will determine whether shared access is possible, particularly as regards the SolarizeCT program.

6.  Stormwater Catch Basin marking
a.  Needed only for areas likely to be seen by pedestrians.

b. Stenciled markings may be desirable.  Margot to investigate whether design of the marking could be a Chester Elementary School art project.  

c. Actual marking with stenciled design may be a good Eagle Scout project.  
7.  Bluebird House building

         nothing new.  See August minutes. 

8.  For Chester Events Magazine
a.  Peggy will provide an addition to previous article to clarify that gypsy moth egg cases should be scraped into soapy water as eggs can still hatch if just left on the ground.  

b. Future article needed to emphasize need to clean up after pets and that pet owners should dispose of cleanup bags in their own trash.   Particularly offensive in Grove Cemetery.  Discussion as to whether the Town could supply biodegradable poop disposal bags there.   

9.  Recycling.

  The CRRA recycling center reported the top 3 problems with recycling materials are: 

a.  Plastic bags should not be put in recycling containers. Supermarkets have collection points. for these.   

b. Materials to be recycled must be clean.  This is not a garbage dump.

c. Styrofoam cannot be recycled at the Hartford recycling facility.  
10.   Composting   #  Ted will talk to Charlene Janecek about possibilities for use or sale of the leaf and manure composting pile at the Chester Fairgrounds.

11.  Goals and Calendar for 2016-17


Will be  discussed. at the next meeting.  

New Business
Meeting of CT Federation of Lakes and Ponds will be held at Conn College on Sept 17th.  9- 12:00. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM.  

Next meeting Wednesday October 5, 2016.  -- but this and future meetings may be rescheduled to 
Thursday evenings

Respectfully Submitted,   R. Holloway


