CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SPECIAL MEETING

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2013

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Tom Englert made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 3, 2013 BOS meeting as amended.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Correction:  spelling Felice Cressman, not Kressman as presented.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS

Appointment to ZBA – Alternate Position
Ed Meehan was contacted by the ZBA Chairman Mark Borton recommending the re-appointment of Alex Stein to the ZBA.  Mr. Stein is a registered Independent voter.

Larry Sypher made a motion to re-appoint Alex Stein as an Alt. to the ZBA.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Community Fund Guidelines
Ed Meehan reported that Rosie Binninger requested guidance on the use of Community Funds.  A family has contacted her several times for assistance with fuel, rent, etc.  Currently, there is a limit of $400 per family or 100 gallons of oil per calendar year and a $1,000 limit per family for various other needs.  It was suggested that a spreadsheet be developed to track allocations to families.
She requested additional guidelines from the BOS.  The Selectmen agreed that it should be verified that any funds distributed should are used appropriately (i.e. not for junk food, cigarettes, alcohol etc.).  

The BOS agreed that the $1,000 limit per family be a lifetime limit and that individuals be directed to other sources of assistance along with education on shopping wisely, use of Soup Kitchen, Meals on Wheels, etc.
OLD BUSINESS
State Department of Education – Notification of Minimum Budget Requirement Non-Compliance Chester Elementary School FY2013-2014 Budget
Ed Meehan reported that Region 4 responded to the minimum budget requirement issue.  The BOF has been updated.  
Unfortunately, the notification was received mid fiscal year and any funds necessary to correct the situation, would need Town Meeting approval.  Given the enrollment projections, a similar situation may occur next years.  The BOS discussed several options including:

· Request that the Superintendent obtain written clarification of their interpretation of the State Statute and ask for a waiver of the limitation on not allowing the elementary school take a deduction.

· Request assistance from the Legislature due to the uniqueness of Region 4
· Recommend to the BOF that the Town do nothing and incur the Education Cost Sharing Penalty.

· Determine if funds will be provided ($42,000 approx.) and then returned to the Town as a “surplus” in the next fiscal year. 

It was reported that the Business Manager, Garth Sawyer, received erroneous information from the Department of Education resulting in the calculations presented in the school budget.  These figures were developed based on decreased enrollments which resulted in the elimination of staff.
The Pre-K enrollment figures were discussed briefly.
This item will be discussed at the next BOF meeting.

Garth Sawyer notified the State that the BOF and BOS are reviewing the matter and they have extended the December 14th deadline.

SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· $200,000 STEAP contract with DOT has been signed.  

· Revaluation- notices have been sent out – at this point, it appears the Grand List will go down about 15%.  Little public response has been received.  

· P&Z decision on Aaron Manor amendments – long discussion at Public Hearing – P&Z unanimously denied Aaron Manor’s requested amendments.  The motion included a phrase “where appropriate limit development to sites with soil capacity” under Economic Development.  “Where appropriate” was deemed discretionary meaning that sewers are not prohibited outside the exiting sewer area.  Ed Meehan requested that P&Z, at their next meeting, place in the record a clarifying statement on “where appropriate”.  

· The Library Board has two meetings scheduled in January (1/11 and 1/25).

· Ed Meehan thanked Larry Sypher for his IT Assistance during the transition.  

· The new DEEP Municipal Liability Ground Fuel Relief Act will be discussed at the next BOS meeting.  
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS - None
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher  made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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