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CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Ed Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, and Selectman Englert.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes, as amended, from the 11/20/13 meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Correction – Page 2:  Change “Vandotech” to “Fando Tech”. 

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None.

NEW BUSINESS
Chester Library Board – Schematic Design Expansion Options

A copy of the Schematic Design Plans for the Chester Library expansion was included in the BOS packet.  
Terry Schrieber, Chairman of the Library Board and Dan Tovey, Board Member gave an overview of the information presented at the Community Conversation regarding the Library expansion. The possibility of performing borings at this time to determine if a lower level parking area is feasible was discussed.  The BOS suggested that the additional concepts be presented to the community again prior to borings being performed.

The BOS suggested that the Library Board submit costs for design services as the budget process is beginning at this time.  An RFQ for a Design Architect should be initiated.

Discussion of Amendment of457 Retirement Plan to add Roth IRA Option

Ed Meehan reported that several employees have requested the Town offer a Roth IRA.  This was discussed with Spooner, ING representative.

Larry Sypher made a motion to amend the 457 Retirement Plan to add the Roth IRA option and authorized First Selectman Meehan to sign the plan.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
POCD Amendments – Report to P&Z Commission

At the 11/20/13 Town Meeting, comments were received regarding the possible amendment to the POCD petitioned by Aaron Manor.  Comments included the possibility of revising the Plan however, any revision could take years to complete.
Tom Englert made a motion to send to the Planning and Zoning Commission an endorsement of the proposed Aaron Manor POCD amendments for the following reasons:

1. The amendments recognize the Chester-Deep River sanitary sewer system and treatment facility’s capacity to serve areas beyond the Village Center’s service area.
2. Public sanitary sewers are a major infrastructure asset that benefits a community’s public health, water quality and economic base.
3. Public sanitary servers are an option in situations where on-site community systems may not be feasible because of environmental restrictions, limited parcel size or incompatibility with adjacent land uses.
4. Public sanitary sewers benefit a community’s long range economic development and business retention options for existing non-residential land uses when on-site systems are not feasible.
5. The POCD is Chester’s long range vision to guide land use changes over the next 10 years.  As an advisory policy document the Plan sets the framework for conservation, development and infrastructure strategies that will influence the quality of life in Chester.

Municipal planning and zoning commissions are the sole authority for the designation of land uses and development densities.  The Zoning Regulations and Subdivision Regulations are two of the primary tools which commissions use to implement POCD recommendations.

The third tool which a Planning and Zoning Commission is charged with that relates to POCD implementation is the 8-24 Municipal Improvement approval process.  Prior to beginning a major infrastructure project referral should be made to the Commission for its report to ensure that the proposed public improvement reflects the recommendation and priorities of the POCD.

Using these three tools, together with the policies of POCD, the BOS feels confident that the Chester P&Z Commission will guide the Town’s quality of development, maintain our community’s historical land use patterns and densities while recognizing that limited extension of basic infrastructure services is necessary for public health, economic growth and preservation of Chester’s natural resources.

Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

State Department of Education – Notification of Minimum Budget Requirement – Non-compliance CES FY 2013-2014

Ed Meehan sent a letter to Dr. Levy, Superintendent of Schools, BOF members and Wendy King, BOE Chair, regarding the Town’s non-compliance with MBR (Minimum Budget Requirement) in the amount of $41,527.  Ed requested an explanation and suggestions for addressing the issue from Region 4.  The budget was reduced per figures and calculations presented by the BOE during the budget process.  A response to the State is required by 12/14/13.   To date, no response has been received from Region 4.

SELECTMEN REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported on various Board vacancies that have been relayed to the Town Committees:
· 3 vacancies on the Chester BOE – appointed by BOE
· One vacancy on Inland Wetlands – appointed by BOS
· One alternate on ZBA 
· Several on Citation Board
· One Harbor Management position
Larry Sypher made a motion to appoint Felice Kressman to the EDC.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

· The service agreement with CT Computer Services has been signed.  The transition has been started.
· The Main Street Project pavement borings were completed, the survey has also been completed.
· Door handles are complete.
· 33 Liberty Street is being monitored regarding the auctions.  A meeting has been set up with the Town Attorney regarding the Federal Court Case.
· A candidate for the Town Crew has been selected.  

Tom Englert reported on a case in Connecticut involving the exhumation of an individual from a gentleman’s property.  

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None

ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
Clerk
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