[bookmark: _GoBack]CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013
COMMUNITY ROOM
203 MIDDLESEX AVE.
CHESTER, CT 


CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Ed Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert.  Members of the Press were also present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Tom Englert made a motion to approve the minutes from the 8/6/13 meeting as amended.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Page 1 – New Business – note that Ed Meehan reported that Chester has been a member of Valley Shore for over 30 years, not Tom Englert as recorded.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None

NEW BUSINESS

DEEP Forestry Division Proposal – Drainage – Cedar Swamp Road
A request for a drainage proposal, as recommended by the DEEP Forestry Division, at Cedar Swamp Road was included in the BOS packet.  This proposal outlines the installation of low water crossings to allow natural fill and drainage of the swamp.  

The Conservation Commission supports this proposal and DEEP will be responsible for securing permits and construction costs.  The project would not be completed until Spring 2014.

Closure of the road to motor traffic was discussed briefly.  In the past, the loss of Town Aid Road Funds if closed to motor traffic was considered and the road remained open.  The road is closed seasonally.  

Larry Sypher made a motion to support the project as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Public Act 13-34 Appointment of Town Veterans’ Service Contact Agent
New legislation was passed stating that each town must appoint a Veterans’ Service Contact Agent.  Training will be provided.

Larry Sypher suggested that an American Legion member may be interested in the position.  

Ed Meehan will contact the Veterans Affairs office to determine the details/time commitment of the appointment.



EDC Membership
The BOS packet included information regarding the development of the EDC and the ordinance pertaining to the commission.  EDC has difficulty making a quorum.  It is a 7 member board and presently only 4 individuals are on the board.  The BOS discussed the possibility of a 5 member commission to facilitate quorums.  Terms of current commission members were reviewed.

Any change to an ordinance must go to a Town Meeting. 

Region 2 Homeland Security Grant, MOA for FY2013
A copy of the Homeland Security MOA/Resolution was included in the BOS packet.

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the MOA as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Status Report Town Hall Community Room Renovations and Park and Rec Pelletier Park Improvements
Ed Meehan reported that the Town Hall renovations are completed.  We are still waiting for the hardware for the keys.  

Ed is waiting for information on sub-contractor wages/salaries and the warranty books.  The punch list has been completed. 

The Shed has been set up at Pelletier Park and is being utilized for Park & Rec. storage.  Community Center funds will be utilized to build shelving in the shed.  Public Works will be demolishing the old bathhouse.  Seeding in the area will be completed.  The balance of the shed costs will be forwarded to Klotter Farms.

RFQ – IT SERVICES
Responses are due the week of 9/9/13.  Several firms have contacted Ed Meehan and information is on the town website.

STATUS – MAIN STREET PROJECT COMMITTE
The Main Street Committee has received 7 RFQ.  They have reviewed the documents and will interview 3 firms.  The firms to be interviewed are Malone and McBroom, Cheshire, Techtonic Engineering, Rocky Hill and Kent and Frost, Stonington.

SELECTMEN REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:

· C-Pace Program – EDC/E-Team would like to do a promotional workshop in October.  Clean Energy funds may be used to pay for promotional projects.
· Elementary School solar work has been completed.  A Ribbon Cutting will be scheduled.  Roof work has also been completed.  Ed expects information on the status of the School Security Grant (partnering with Essex and Deep River).
· Water Street Bridge – contractor return to re-channel the brook.
· Chester Hose Company has cost estimates for the Suburban Truck ($44,000).  They will use the state bid.
· Ed Meehan requested State Traffic Commission consideration to reduce the speed limit on Rte. 154 (posted at 50 mph).  The Traffic Commission agreed that from Haddam to the Chester Vet area, the speed limit would be dropped to 40 mph.
· FEMA funds (Sandy & Irene) – Ed Meehan will discuss the use of funds with Chester Hose and Public Works (replacement of equipment/supplies).

Meetinghouse Plays
Admission will be charged for the Fall production (6 shows).  However, in preparation for the shows, approximately 30 days will be necessary.  The BOS discussed a fee and flexibility for this use of the Meetinghouse.  In the past, the group has provided in-kind services (lighting/electrical upgrades). 

Ed suggested that a fee be collected when the space is used for a show (and the public pays admission).  The BOS will allow the use of the space for rehearsals at no cost.  If another organization needs the space during one of the rehearsal times, the other organization will be allowed use of the space.

Use of Town Hall Space
The fee schedule and rules/regulation document needs to be updated.  Ed Meehan suggested that Community Room be used for town political parties, non-profit business meetings or business groups (Chamber of Commerce, Rotary etc.).  The document will be revised and presented to the BOS.

Ed Meehan reported on and thanked Scott Mills for the on-going tree work (Fire House, West Main Street, Straits Rd.).

The Boy Scouts have requested project ides for the Eagle Scout program.  Ed suggested a project at the Chester Creek overlook.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None

ADJOURNMENT
Tom Englert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
Clerk
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