THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

Chester Board of Selectmen

 Regular Meeting

Chester Town Hall

203 Middlesex Avenue

October 16, 2012

7:00 pm

Conference Room B

CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Tom Englert made a motion to approve the October 2, 2012 Regular Meeting minutes as amended.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.

Correction:  page 1 – Note that Shawn Savory offered to meeting with the BOS to discuss Snack Shack operations.

The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS - None
NEW BUSINESS
Report on Tropical Storm Irene – Financial Wrap Up – Joel Severance and Charlie Greeney, Jr.

Documentation regarding Tropical Storm Irene reimbursements was distributed to the BOS.  The Town of Chester has received over $35,000 in FEMA reimbursements as a result of Tropical Storm Irene.  Federal guidelines were used to calculate reimbursements and 75% of expenses were received, including volunteer fire department reimbursements.  Mr. Greeney reported that the Fire Department should receive a portion of the funds received from FEMA.
Tom Englert made a motion to reimburse the Chester Hose Company $2,671.49 for food expenses incurred during Tropical Storm Irene.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.

Larry Sypher suggested the total reimbursement to the Hose Company be higher ($5,000).

Tom Englert amended the motion to reimburse the Chester Hose Company $5,000 for food expenses incurred during Tropical Storm Irene.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Library Proposed Job Description Modifications – Circulation Assistant
A copy of the proposed job description for the Library Circulation Assistant was included in the BOS packet and discussed. The job has been posted and it is anticipated that an individual will be hired at the end of the month.  Ed Meehan reported that he reviewed the job description with Linda Fox and the BOS was in agreement with the job description as presented dated 10/5/12.

Water Street Bridge Project
Ed Meehan reported that the box culverts will be placed and the wing walls are complete.  There has been discussion with the Project Engineer and the Main Street Committee members regarding the stone (painting/staining the stone).  The consensus of the Main Street Committee is to leave the concrete “raw” and allow it to darken over time.  The DOT is under the understanding that a stain would be provided and they wish to pursue that option.  Ed requested samples from the Project Engineer and reviewed same.   Ed requested that the DOT not stain/paint the bridge but the DOT replied that they will paint it.  However, they will consider sample areas including replicating the stone on Water Street or grey stone.  
The BOS discussed options and determined that staining/painting should be considered.
Town Hall Second Floor Renovations Concept Options
Ed Meehan distributed floor plans and the BOS reviewed/discussed same.   The plans include a 950 sq. ft. conference room, 69 audience seating, 340 sq. ft. lobby area, Development Office or Assessor Office 460 sq. ft., Park & Rec. Storage 25 sq. ft., and pantry 97 sq. ft.  Ed has shared the concepts with the staff and they favor the plans.  Staff was not in favor of moving the building department.  
The mechanicals will also be reviewed as part of the project.  Plans for the elementary school are expected next week.
Ed has met with CIRMA regarding the proposals.
OLD BUSINESS
None.
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported on the following:

· The Essex Savings Bank Lease has been signed and filed with the State Banking Commission.  

· Taxes for 244 Middlesex Ave. have been collected.  The tax sale netted $33,000 in back taxes and $1,300 in forfeit fees.

· Outside Clerical changes:  Suzanne Helchowski will now clerk only for the BOS.  Judy Brown will work for BOF, EDC, ZBA, WPCA, and Inland Wetlands.  

· The DOT has requested input for the Main Street designed (bridge area).  The Main Street Committee has been meeting with the architect and property owners.  A Public Meeting is scheduled October 23, 2012.  A Special BOS meeting will be scheduled directly after the Public Meeting.
· The Re-val contract has been signed and forwarded to Attorney Bennet for review.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Tom Englert made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing negotiations.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Regular Session resumed at 8:23 p.m.

No action taken.
ADJOURNMENT
Tom Englert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk

1

