CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2015
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, Selectman Englert and Andrew Myslik.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 6, 2015 BOS meeting. Tom Engert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None
NEW BUSINESS

Eagle Scout Project Presentation for Chester Burial Grounds – Andrew Myslik, Troop 13
Andrew Myslik, Troop 13, gave an overview of an Eagle Scout Project.  The project calls for improvements to the Chester Burial Grounds to include fencing/gate, landscaping (brush and debris removal) and appropriate markings for all Veteran gravesites.  Existing stone walls will remain.  All work will be performed by volunteers.  The estimated cost of the project is $2,223 and the plan is to fund via donations, Town Crew (through pick up of debris), private fund raising, possibly the Lion’s Club and Rotary Club.  The plan is to begin the work in the early Spring (when the ground thaws).  Ed Meehan suggested that Andrew contact abutting property owners regarding the project.
2015 25th Annual Winter Carnival Highway Use Permit

A copy of the proposed State Highway Use Permit pertaining to the 2015 Winter Carnival (2/15/15) was included in the BOS packet.  Two busses will be utilized and the bus routes will remain the same from the commuter lot and Town Hall.  The timing of the barricade set up will be adjusted to accommodate church services.
Larry Sypher made a motion to submit the State Highway Use Permit as proposed.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Appointment of Long Term Recovery Coordination Per Request of DEMHS
A job description for the Long Term Recovery Coordinator was included in the BOS packet for review.
Consulting Engineer Assistance Agreement Sanitary Sewer Main Street Bridge Replacement – Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates 

Jacobson is estimating that the WPCA engineering design time (to coordinate with the DOT and utilities) will cost approximately $19,000.  

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve an agreement between the Town of Chester and Nathan Jacobson Associates for consulting services related to the sanitary sewer impacts for the Main Street Bridge Replacement Project, #26-120 DOT.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Tax Collector Suggested 2015 Suspense List for BOS and BOF Approval
The 2015 Suspense List, developed by the Tax Collector and approved by the BOF was included in the BOS packet.  These funds may still be pursued by the Tax Collector.
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the 2015 Suspense List as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Set Town Meeting Date – Library Schematic Plans, NQP and Release of Capital Funds for Main Street Reconstruction Project Phase I

The BOF agreed to forward to a Town Meeting a request made by the Library Board of Trustees and endorsed by the BOS.  The request is for $100,000 for schematic plans.  The BOF also voted to recommend to Town Meeting the release of $100,000 from the Main Street budget.

The BOS set March 5, 2015 as the date for a Town Meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS

Main Street East Reconstruction Project Status 
A meeting is scheduled on 1/21 with the engineer to review the 90% plans and draft bid documents.  The plans are to be completed by the end of January for submittal to DOT.  The cost estimate is approximately $875,000, including culvert crossing and granite curbing.
No further discussions have taken place with the Water Company regarding paving, however, believes that the Town will receive a payment for a 6 ft. trench from School Land to Middlesex Ave., including laterals.

 Main Street Bridge Replacement Status Review
All utility plans have been submitted.  The plan is to begin work in January 2016.  Confirmation on the start date is expected in April.  
Ed has been discussing hydrant location in front of Six Main with the Fire Department and Water Company.  No location has been confirmed to date.
2015/16 Budget Schedule
A copy of the 2015/16 Budget Schedule was included in the BOS packet.
Ed reported that there have been requests from Region Wide Health Service Organizations.  The COG budget remains flat and the hazardous waste budget may increase slightly.  There has been a request for additional hours for the Health Inspector (restaurant inspections).  

SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· The new SUV for the Police is expected to be delivered this month.  
· The Fire Dept. recently replaced an SUV.
· Some older vehicles may by placed  for auction.
· 59 Winthrop Road – Skyview Property – John Bennett suggested that the Town Apply for the Municipal Brownfield Liability Relief Act.  If accepted into the program and if the Town takes the property by tax foreclosure, the Town would not be liable for clean-up but would work with DEEP for a re-development plan.  It was also suggested that funds may be appropriated to allow the Town to acquire a professional environmental engineer to develop a Phase I and Phase II on the property.  Also, the Town may request that the property owner allow the Town to access the property for environmental studies.
· Town Garage Generator – additional quotes are being developed for propane and diesel.  
· Telephones – the Town Garage, cell tower, library  and Meetinghouse phones still need to be addressed.  Larry will investigate.
Larry Sypher reported that a homeowners association with a private road requested the protocol 

for Town acceptance of the road.  Ed Meehan that the road must be up to Town standards.  He will 

discuss with Larry and report back to the resident.
Ed Meehan reported that he will be away 2/22, 2/23 and 3/4 through 3/9.  

Larry reported that the CT Com date needs to be confirmed.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS - None
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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