CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2015
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, and Selectman Englert.  Audience members included Virginia Carmany, BOF Chair, Chief Gryzbowski.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2015 BOS meeting. Tom Engert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None
NEW BUSINESS

Appointment of NQP Master Plan Committee Representative to Library Committee
Matt Sanders, NQP Committee member, is unable to continue to serve as the Representative to the Library Committee.  Steve Tiezzi, NQP Committee has expressed an interest in being the representative to the Library Committee.
Larry Sypher made a motion to appoint Steve Tiezzi as the NQP Master Plan Committee Representative to Library Committee.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Authorization for Contract with Taxserv Capital Services, LLC for the Purpose of Assisting with the Collection of Delinquent Accounts
The Tax Collector is interested in contracting with a private firm, Taxserv Capital Services, LLC in an effort to collect delinquent/overdue tax bills; both real estate and motor vehicle.  Attorney Bennet has reviewed the 3 year contract that was included in the BOS packet.  The contract includes and “escape clause” that can be implemented anytime during the 3 year contract.  Because the contract includes an “escape clause” a Town Meeting is not necessary for approval.

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the contract as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  Discussion followed:

The only fee involved is 15% of the recovered amounts.

The motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS

Main Street East Reconstruction Project Status – Final Plan Design Exceptions and Bid Schedule
Ed Meehan reported that on 3/13/15 the project was advertised in the Hartford Courant and on the State’s Administrative Site.   There is a 28 day bid period.  The return date is 4/9/15.  The plans are available for review in the Selectman’s office and also in CD format.
A letter was included in the BOS packet from Stadia Engineers outlining the “Hold Harmless” portion of their contract.  They are requesting confirmation that the existing sidewalk design, listed in the original plan, is not included in the current plan.  

Larry Sypher made a motion to authorize First Selectman Meehan to sign the document as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
 Main Street Bridge Replacement Status Review – Sanitary Sewer Adjustments – CT DOT Agreements
Ed Meehan reported:
· Jacobson’s costs for the design of the alterations to the sewer (main sewer, manholes and laterals) total approximately $19,000.  

· The town has requested reimbursement for Jacobson’s time during project construction (estimated to be $18,000).

· This project is being coordinated with the WPCA.

· The DOT has advertised two Public Hearings – if no one petitions for a Public Hearing, the permits will be signed

· Some Rights of Way issues still need to be resolved between the property owners and the DOT

Larry Sypher reported that this is in the tidal area.  When work was done on the 154 bridge, scheduling was difficult due to various wildlife concerns.  Ed Meehan responded that this will also be a factor on the Main Street bridge project.

SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· Winter Carnival has been re-scheduled for April 12.  A new permit has been received.

· The pre-K through 12 school plan has been distributed.  The consensus has been that the local elementary schools remain in their present structure for at least the next 3 years.  Any school closure would require a local referendum.  Host town considerations were briefly discussed.  
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – Virginia Carmany spoke in support of retaining a school in Chester.
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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