CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SPECIAL MEETING

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2014
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, Selectman Englert and Library Board members.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 2, 2014 BOS meeting. Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None
NEW BUSINESS

Library Board of Trustees – Request for Funds for Preparation of Preliminary Site and Schematic Building Plan at North Quarter Park
The Library Building Committee has met with the architects.  The Library Board will return to the 1/6/15 BOS meeting and the 1/15/15 BOF meeting with more information from the architects, including cost estimates.  
Public Information will be presented to the residents at a Town Meeting.  Any requests for funds (off-budget) in excess of $20,000 must be approved via a Town Meeting and a Referendum vote may be requested/petitioned.  Also, a Q&A period will be presented at the library on 1/10/15.  The Library Board has been soliciting comments from library users and residents via e-mail and questionnaires distributed at the library.
RiverCOG – Request for Endorsement of Regional Performance Incentive Program Proposals
The RiverCOG, representing 17 towns from Old Saybrook through Middletown, is eligible for  an inter-town grant from OPM.  The Area Selectmen have identified 3 possible area-wide projects to benefit the participating towns including:
· Regional Parcel Update Municipal Coordination and Inland Wetland Layer Project (GIS)

· Tourism and Transit Study and Marketing Plan

· State-Regional Cooperative Aerial Flyover and Lidar Data Project

The grant application is in the amount of $638,000 to be funded by the State through OPM.  Grants are awarded on a competitive basis.  The COG needs endorsement of the grant application from each of the Towns.

A copy of the resolution was included in the BOS packet.
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

2015 Emergency Management Planning Grant Authorization
A copy of the Authorizing Resolution for the 2015 Emergency Management Planning Grant Authorization was included in the BOS packet.

This resolution facilitates the grant application ($4,500 - $5,000) to the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection.  This grant assists with Chester’s emergency management operations.
Tom Englert made a motion to approve the 2015 Emergency Management Planning Grant Authorization as presented.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Main Street East Reconstruction Project Status Review
The Engineering firm has provided preliminary cost estimates of the scaled back project.  The scaled back price for the work from School Lane west to Laurel Hill Cemetery is $805,000.  The estimate does not include the full lighting plan discussed for Laurel Hill Cemetery or granite (any granite in the area will be salvaged and used by the town) on the south side of Main Street from School Lane down to the post office.  Sidewalks in that area are not in the plan.
More information on the project and the status of the culvert will be provided at this evening’s  Main Street Committee meeting.  The Committee has considered obtaining bid alternates for the granite curbing.  Additional soft costs for engineering are also anticipated.

The Water Company is making progress in the area.  The status hydrant at Jacobson’s office will be reviewed further.
Main Street Bridge Replacement Status Review
The DOT has filed for permits with DEEP.  They will request waivers of the advertising timeline; if waivers are received they anticipate a January 1, 2016 schedule.  The DOT met with representatives from the Fairgrounds regarding a construction “lay down” area.  
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· The 59 Winthrop Tax Sale produced no bidders.  Currently, the taxes are in the amount of $155,000 plus legal costs.  Additional strategies will be investigated including Municipal Brownfield Liabilities programs.
· Ed Meehan made a motion to develop a Resolution of appreciation and congratulations to the Valley Regional Football Team on their State Championship win.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
· A letter from Dr. Levy, Superintendent of Schools, regarding Administrative changes was discussed.  She is recommending that Mike Barille, CES Principal, be moved to Valley Regional.  Ed will forward the letter to the Selectmen.
· Two War Memorial Plaques may be hung in the Town Hall lobby.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS - None
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:39 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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