CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SPECIAL MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2014
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, and Selectman Englert.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 2/4/14, 3/4/14
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve 2/4/14 meeting minutes.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the 3/4/14 meeting minutes.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS
CT Dept. of Emergency Services and Public Protection authorization for First Selectman to file applications for Homeland Security Grant Funds
Ed Meehan reported that the annual resolution needs to be authorized in order for Chester to qualify for funding in the event of a catastrophe.  
Larry Sypher made a motion to authorize the First Selectman to sign documents on behalf of the Town of Chester as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Main Street Phase I Project – 30% Plan Review and Discussion
Ed Meehan reported that the Main Street Committee has encountered an issue in the road height in the area of the post office to cemetery area.  The road in that area need to be raised and will affect 3 adjacent driveways.  Also, the committee is discussing moving the road alignment south toward Jacobson’s office.  This will allow for appropriate parking.

The Town may have to request grading rights from private property owners.

Issues at the east end of the project include sidewalk placement and tree/hedge removal.  
The Committee has requested that the engineers verify the impact on utility poles.  
A petition has been submitted asking that the trees on the Meade property be retained.  The property owners are receptive to trees being removed but they would like replacement trees and yard restoration.

The Committee will work with the Gates family to offer privacy fence/landscaping.  

The Committee voted to recommend to the BOS for consideration and discussion, proceeding with the Main Street Plan beyond the 30% level with the sidewalk on the north side and moving forward with the engineer’s recommended design for the area between the post office and cemetery.

Ed Meehan requested from the engineers a driveway profile for each of the 3 properties.  He suggested that perhaps Jeff Jacobs should review.  Ed would also like to walk the site with the engineer before the BOS takes any position on the proposal.

It was suggested that the repair of the North Quarter Park drainage pipe be taken out of the project.  

The Chesterfield’s wall and footings were briefly discussed.  
Board and Commission Appointments
No action.
Chester Rotary Club 4 on the 4th Road Race Highway Use Permit
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the highway use permit submitted by the Chester Rotary Club for the 4 on the 4th Road Race.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS
Proposed North Quarter Park Master Plan Committee – add BOF Representative

Larry Sypher made a motion to add a BOF representative to North Quarter Park Master Plan Committee.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Town Computer Network Upgrades – 3 Year Strategic Plan and lease with HP Financial Services
The BOF will discuss the proposal for a 3 year Strategic Plan and lease with HP Financial Services. This item must go to a Town Meeting for approval.
Mr. Riggio provided clarification on some areas of the lease.  Ed spoke to HP representatives who are willing to hold the lease pricing until the end of March.  

Schedule Town Meeting March 26, 2014 - a copy of Notice of Special Town Meeting was included in the BOS packet.
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:

· A draft RFP is being developed for a consultant for the North Quarter Park Master Plan – the timing requirements for said plan were discussed.  Also, there is information available from previous projects proposed on the site.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – Steven, 7 School Lane – commented on the Main Street Project and petition regarding the sidewalks.  He was not in favor of the proposed sidewalk plan.  
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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