CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, and Selectman Englert.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 2/4/14, 2/18/14
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve 2/18/14 meeting minutes as amended.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Correction:  Should read:  “Ed met with Mr. Olsen concerning the Skyview property.”

Tom Englert made a motion to approve 2/4/14 meeting minutes.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The discussion followed.

Tom Englert withdrew the motion to approve the minutes.

Larry Sypher made a motion to table the 2/4/14 meeting minutes.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None.

NEW BUSINESS
Proposed North Quarter Park Master Plan Committee
The BOS discussed the formation of a volunteer committee to review the use of North Quarter Park as a potential library site that also accommodates Park & Rec use of the park.  The BOF recently voted to allocate $20,000 for a study of North Quarter Park (under the direction of the BOS).  

Ed suggested the formation of a committee consisting of members from Park & Rec, Planning & Zoning, BOS, Library Board, Main Street Project Committee and a member at large.  This committee would coordinate a consultant to prepare a master plan for the park.  This type of concept plan may take 90 to 100 days to develop.  

The Library Committee has a deadline of 9/1 to apply for grant funding for library construction projects.  Authorization to apply for grant funding requires Town Meeting approval.

Tom Englert made a motion to appoint a North Quarter Park Master Plan Committee to investigate feasible uses of the North Quarter Park.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
CT Comp Network Upgrade Proposal FY13-14 (April 1 to June 30)

Services Contract, HP Equipment Lease and Project Contingencies
Ed Meehan reported that Town Counsel advises that Town Meeting approval is necessary to authorize/ obligate the Town to future leases.  No financial appropriation is necessary just the authorization to contract for a 3 year period.

The February 20th proposal was discussed.  The necessity of the $290 fee for outside storage was discussed.  If not needed the monthly service costs are comparable to current costs.  
The library has requested equipment, including laptops.  Larry Sypher reported that the “Friends” were considering purchasing laptops.  He cautioned them about the use of the laptops, restrictions, safety, maintenance etc.  Additional funding would be needed for the switch for the laptops as well as $480 per year (2 computers, $20 per year x 12).  The BOS suggested that perhaps fixed computer work stations are a more appropriate option.
Larry Sypher made a motion to recommend that the BOF  pursue of a 3 year plan as proposed by CT Comp and forward request to Town Meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Review of Draft FY14-15 Town Budget
The BOS will discuss the proposed budget with the BOF.
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:

· Chester was awarded a  $450,000 STEAP Grant for the Main Street project

· Winter Maintenance budget is currently $36,000 over

· Both police vehicles are in the garage 
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS - None
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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