CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2014
CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher, and Selectman Englert.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 4/1/14
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve 4/1/14 meeting minutes.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Correction:  proper spelling S. Holmes 
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS  - None
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion of Appointment of Advisory Committee to Oversee Preparation of Building Schematics for North Quarter Park
Ed Meehan reported that this is the second Committee to be formed to address the Library’s request to review North Quarter Park as a site for a library/multi-functional facility.  Suggested individuals for the Committee include:  Jean Davies, Richard Harold, Danny Toby, Lois Nadel, Pat Holloway, Terry Schrieber and Linda Fox.  Others members may be added in the future.

Tom Englert expressed concern that the above individuals are all associated with the Library.  He suggested that it would be beneficial to include members with a different perspective on the Committee.  He also suggested that the BOS’s expectations (multi-functional facility) be relayed to the Committee.
Larry Sypher made a motion to appoint Jean Davies, Richard Harold, Danny Toby, Lois Nadel, Pat Holloway, Terry Schrieber and Linda Fox to an Advisory Committee to Oversee Preparation of Building Schematics for North Quarter Park.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Boards & Committee Appointments
Ed Meehan reported that individuals have expressed interest in various Committees; including Wetlands and Harbor Commission.  Also, 3 BOE seats remain open.

The names have been submitted to the respective Town Committee Chairmen.

OLD BUSINESS
FY 2014-15 Draft Proposed Budget Recommendation to BOF
Ed Meehan suggested that the BOS recommend to the BOF a budget increase of 0% based on use of a small portion of the Fund Balance ($13,287).  The total budget increase is $178,796, off-set by the $13,287 and revenues from fees and grants.
The decline in some property assessment figures were discussed briefly.
Larry Sypher made a motion to recommend to the BOF a budget increase of 0% based on use of a small portion of the Fund Balance ($13,287).  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Main Street East 
Ed Meehan reported that a Public Informational meeting is scheduled on 4/22/14 @ 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall. Changes to the plan will be discussed at this meeting with a focus on the School Lane to North Quarter Park portion of the proposal.  The initial grading plan for the Post Office to Cemetery area has been prepared and the Town Engineer will review same.

The contract calls for bid documents at the end of April; however, the sidewalk concerns must be resolved prior to bid document completion.  An extension on the bid document portion is necessary.

Ed is pursuing the unused funds from a prior STEAP Grant (water line extension) with OPM.  If successful, sufficient funding will be in place for this project.

North Quarter Park Master Plan Project Schedule
Ed Meehan reported that the project has been advertised, the RFP has been sent out and 20 responses have been received thus far.  
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:

· The Energy Team received a $5,000 Bright Ideas Grant.  This money cannot be used for hardware but must be used for assessment purposes.  The Committee may recommend audits at the Meeting House, Town Hall, Fire House and possibly the Town Garage.

ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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