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CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Ed Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher and Selectman Englert.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the 5/21/13 meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None

NEW BUSINESS
Chester Historical Society – Request to Discuss Meeting House Use Fee
“Skip” discussed a letter from the Historical Society requesting that the Selectmen re-visit the Meeting House Use Fee policy regarding admission fees.  He gave an overview of the Historical Society’s efforts to restore the Meeting House and the Meeting House’s status on the National Historic Sites listing as well as on-going projects initiated by the Historical Society. 

“Skip” gave an overview of the Historical Society’s budget and income.  Their mission is to share the history of Chester with its residents and visitors.  

Ed Meehan reported that the BOS adopted the usage fees at the Meeting House, effective 7/1/12.  These modest fees have been increased in the past.  He continued that local groups, not charging admission are exempt from fees.  There was an increase of $50 for groups charging admission.  Ed continued that in the past, proper administration of these fees has not been done. While the Historical Society has not been charged, no indication in the records shows that the Historical Society was ever exempted.  The goal of the BOS is to be fair to all parties interested in using the Meeting House.

Ed gave a brief overview of the expenses pertaining to the Meeting House ($11,000 per year; heat, maintenance etc.).  

An audience member commented that back in 2003 when the BOS discussed Meeting House usage fees, the intent was to exempt the Historical Society from the fees as they have been instrumental in the Meeting House and its heritage.

The use of a “donation” vs. an “admission fee” was discussed.

The BOS discussed the Historical Society’s request to exempt the Historical Society from fees.  The BOS will consider this request and discuss at a future BOS meeting.

Tree
Ed Meehan reported that he looked at a hazardous tree with the Tree Warden (Pattaconk Brook area).  A price quote was received from a local contractor.  Ownership of the tree was discussed.  Further investigation is required.

Chester Farmer’s Market – Request for Street Use Permit
Ed Meehan reported that the Market is scheduled to run from 6/16/13 to 10/10/13 (9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.).  General liability documentation is required and parking control is the responsibility of the Market.

Ed has met with the manager of the Market and discussed parameters including featured Artisans only.

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the Street Use Permit for the Chester Farmer’s Market as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

The BOS discussed reservations regarding “crafters” being part of a Farmer’s Market.  The BOS was concerned that local businesses may see a loss of customers if out of town “crafters” are allowed to take part in the Farmer’s Market.  Ed Meehan commented that the guidelines for a Farmer’s Market will be followed.

C-PACE – Clean Energy Finance Investment Authority (CEFIA) Discussion of Town Participation

The BOS discussed this program in January 2013.  Ed Meehan reported that Chapco may be interested in participating in this program.  The role of the Town is to adopt an Ordinance creating a process, in the form of an assessment, for the tax collector to collect the loan payments from Chapco.

The E-Team will discuss at their June 10, 2013 meeting.  

A copy of the draft ordinance will be provided at a future BOS meeting.  Town Meeting approval will be required.

Town Computer System Evaluation, Plan and Program for FY13-14

Ed Meehan reported that an RFQ for a comprehensive plan should be developed and distributed.  The timeline and parameters of same were briefly discussed.

OLD BUSINESS
Town Hall Renovations

Ed Meehan reported that he signed the last requisition from the contractor.  The Town is holding back $6,000.  Ed met with the contractor.  The projector needs to be installed in the Community Room and electrical work will be completed.  Keys are being made for the rooms.  Coordination of master keys was discussed.  The mechanical contractor must return and drains will be addressed.  Warranties will be in place and rebates will be received.

Park & Rec has a deposit on a 14 x 30 shed.  Construction will be complete in 4 weeks.  Public Works have prepped the area at the lake for installation.

CIRMA has been contacted.  There may be funds available under “contents” from the Community Center.  

SELECTMEN REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:

· Storm Event Exercise is scheduled June 20, 2013.
· Portalets being place at the Water Street Parking area
· Main Street project moving forward – phasing was discussed –the Main Street Master Plan will go to Town Meeting in June

Larry Sypher asked about the lighting options vis a vis the CEFIA program.  

Tom Englert noted that the vegetation at Straits Rd./West Main is overgrown.  

The Tri Series had their first event.  

The Shack has an insurance certificate, water has been turned on and electrical issues have been addressed.  

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None

ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
Clerk
1

