CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2014

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CONNECTICUT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Englert, and Selectman Sypher.

APPROVAL OF JUNE 24, 2014 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the 6/24/14 BOS meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None.

NEW BUSINESS
Ed Meehan made a motion to move the discussion on the Phone System Review from “Old Business” to “New Business”.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Phone System Review
Tom Rausch, Comcast Business, completed an inventory at the Town Hall and provided an overview on costs, equipment etc. compared to a voice over internet system that would not require the purchase of equipment.  

Chester currently pays two suppliers (Comcast and ATT) for the phone lines into town hall (totals over $900 per month).  Comcast can provide the same service for $569 per month using the existing equipment.  This product is in “the Cloud” and has the capability to be operative via cell phones in the event of power outages etc.  Comcast cannot replace the server equipment that costs approximately $7,000.
Mr. Rausch distributed information and gave an overview of a hosted voice over IP solution. A detailed quote for this system was distributed to the BOS.  Additional comparative information regarding billing will be provided.  The BOS will review further.
Report of North Quarter Park Committee Recommended Master Plan Design Concept 2
Ed Meehan distributed the concept plan recommended by the NQP Committee.  Approximately 40 individuals attended the recent Public Informational Meeting.  Environmental Conservation aspects of the park include the nature trail and “trolley” trail.  
Ed Meehan made a motion that the BOS accept the recommendation of the NQP Committee to approve Master Plan Concept Design #2 as the preferred long range guide for the conservation, recreation and possibly new library building that is compatible with park uses and the surrounding area for the reasons stated in attached concept drawing (B items 1 through 20).  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Recommendation of NQP Committee to combine with Library Building Committee Schematic Design Phase
The coordination and communication between the NQP Committee and the Library Committee was discussed.

Larry Sypher made a motion that the BOS accept the recommendation of the NQP Committee and appoint 4 members to serve on the Library Building Committee (LBC) during the preparation of the building’s schematic design phase.  This is being done to insure good communication of viewpoints and cooperation toward accomplishing the committees’ common goal.  The appointments are:  Robert Gorman, Doreen Joslow, Matt Sanders and Ed Meehan.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Authorization to contract with Aegis Solar Energy for Town Hall PV System Installation
Ed Meehan reported that the budget process placed $15,000 into the building and grounds budget for solar expenses.  If roof replacement is necessary, the vendor will remove the solar panels and re-install.
Larry Sypher made a motion to authorize First Selectman Meehan to enter into agreements with Aegis Solar Energy to install Solar PV Systems:

a. At Chester Town Hall – 2 Kw system (free) and 4 Kw system, 24 panels

b. At CES 1.25 Kw system expansion of existing 9.25 Kw system, 5 additional panels

The total cost of these solar systems shall not exceed $15,000 funding to come from FY14-15 Budget Building and Ground Account Outside Contractor 10-02-36-1000-365.

Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Boards and Commissions Appointments
Ed Meehan has contacted Chris Siefert and Mario Gioco regarding Board and Commission openings.
Ed Meehan made a motion to appoint Pat Bandzes to the EDC for a term to expire 11/20/18.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
Main Street Bridge Project
Ed Meehan reported that the 90% plan has been received from the DOT consultant.  The plans include the Main Street Committee’s request for streetscaping enhancements (cobblestone, benches, decorative lighting, wider sidewalks).  The “textured” crosswalk was not included in the plan. 
The next step is a “Stakeholders Meeting” to be scheduled in August.  Businesses and property owners will be invited to discuss traffic management, detouring and town center access during construction.  The EDC has developed a brochure entitled “Survival Guide” regarding the project.

The project is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2015 (utility relocation).  The bridge will be closed for vehicle traffic in January 2016.  Anticipated completion date is two weeks prior to Memorial Day 2016.

Main Street Phase I Project
Ed Meehan reported that the Inland Wetland plans were submitted.  The 70% plan is being completed now (project grading, drainage).  These plans should be complete by mid-August and will go back to the Main Street Committee.
Ed has met with the landscape architect and property owner at 131 Main Street.  They are working together to develop a plan for the landscaping of their yard and sidewalk.  Property owner at 137 Main Street appears receptive to fence installation in lieu of a hedge.  Parking in the area will be studied further.  Mailbox placement was also discussed.

A coordination meeting with the WPCA and other utilities will be scheduled.  Easements will be necessary to complete a portion of the project.
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· Chief Greeney has retired and James Grzybowski will assume his responsibilities.  The BOS thanked both of these gentlemen for their service to the Town of Chester.

· Road work has been completed.  Additional curbing work will be completed.

· Residents have expressed concern about CL&Ps tree cutting.  Some property owners have refused CL&P permission to trim and our Tree Warden has been involved.

· The revised Vehicle Take Home Policy was distributed to the BOS.

· Ed Meehan gave an update on the staffing in the Constable/Trooper office.

· Ed Meehan will be on vacation 9/6 through 9/13.

· A BOS meeting was tentatively scheduled for August 27th @ 7:00 p.m.  
· The regular BOS meeting scheduled August 19th was cancelled.

Tom Englert expressed concern that restaurants are in violation regarding sidewalk dining downtown.  Attorney bills have been associated with this issue and restaurant owners have not been responsive to letters sent by the ZEO.  Ed Meehan reported that one of the restaurants has applied for a special exception for outside dining.

The BOS discussed outside music complaints received regarding the Pattaconk Restaurant.  Ed Meehan outlined the history of the building permits and projects (Beer Garden) at the location.   The possibility of a Noise Ordinance and enforcement of same was briefly discussed.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Larry Sypher made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:35 p.m. to discuss two legal matters for review.  Tom Englert seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Regular Session resumed at 8:41 p.m.  No action taken.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None.

ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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