CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2014

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CONNECTICUT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Englert, and Selectman Sypher.
APPROVAL OF JULY 15, 2014 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the 7/15/14 BOS meeting.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS 
Timothy Erdrich and John Wrenchburg submitted a letter regarding a concern about a resident in their neighborhood discharging a firearm.  The gentlemen suggested an ordinance be developed to ensure the safety of residents.
The BOS will discuss the issue and refer it to the Town Attorney, CCM and COST for guidance and possible ordinances in other similar communities.

NEW BUSINESS
Review of FY 13-14 End of Year Transfers and Recommendations to Board of Finance
Information regarding the end of year transfers was included in the Board packet.  The BOS discussed the figures as presented.  Highlights included:

· Revenue collected was $338,000 more than anticipated due to higher tax collections, transfers from ambulance, and building permits and license fees. 
·  We spent $146,000 less than anticipated.  

· Additional bills may be submitted from the elementary school.  

· Weather conditions drove the public works transfers figures.  Personnel changes in public works had an effect on their budget.

· State Police – regular payroll to Resident State Trooper – reflects change in salary for state trooper and step increase (by contract).

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the transfers as presented and forward to the BOF for approval.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 

A copy of the 2014 Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan was included in the Board packet.  The Council of Governments developed the plan for the region.  Projects considered include:  flooding and dam safety, and Emergency Management responsibilities including sheltering of vulnerable populations, communications, coordination with schools, etc.  Responsible parties are identified in the matrix.  

Budgetary considerations were discussed including GIS mapping and website design.  The COG does have a GIS program.
FEMA funding is possible for some items if the plan is adopted.

Larry Sypher made a motion to adopt the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
CT DOT Master Agreement for Rights of Way Administration for State Funded Projects on Municipal Roads

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the CT DOT Master Agreement for Rights of Way Administration for State Funded Projects on Municipal Roads as presented.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Small Cities Housing Rehabilitation Loan Payment Notice Procedures
Larry Sypher made a motion to proceed with collecting the Small Cities Housing Rehabilitation Loan Payment on a property on 22 Story Hill Road.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Boards and Commissions Appointments
Ed Meehan made a motion to move Mr. Peter Zanardi from alternate on P&Z to full member.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Ed Meehan made a motion to reappoint Peg Wilson, Martha Wallace (alt) to the CT River Gateway Commission.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Representation on the BOE was discussed.

OLD BUSINESS
Main Street Phase I Status Report
Ed Meehan reported that the Committee received the 70% design plans and is currently reviewing same.  A meeting with the project engineer has been scheduled for 8/26.  Project cost estimates will be developed.  The committee is aiming for a Spring 2015 construction start.  Inland Wetland permits have been approved.  Work will be coordinated with the utilities.  Ninety percent plans are expected in September and presentation to P&Z in early Fall.  

Library Building Committee/North Quarter Park Committee Status Report
The consolidated Committee has met several times.  A location and general footprint for a proposed library building has been determined consistent with the NQP Concept Plan.  The architect is working on the schematic floor plans.  The grant application will be presented to the BOS on 8/26.  
The EDC and Merchant’s Association have been working on a “Survivor Guide”/plan during bridge construction.  

SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· Ed Meehan, Norm Needleman and Dick Smith developed a Proclamation for Marianne Sullivan, Valley Courier.  

· Public Works has been working on paving on various streets.

· Water mains were discovered to be responsible for a sink hole.  This issue has been corrected.

· Contracts for solar panels have been signed and an early September installation date is anticipated.

· August 23, 2014 – 159 Winthrop Road, Tax Sale

Larry Sypher reported:

· The free Chester.biz address is expiring.  He does not recommend continuing with the address.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – A gentleman questioned costs associated with bridge work and Main Street work.   

Ed Meehan responded that the work on the bridge is funded by the State.  Main Street work is tentatively planned after bridge work is completed (2017/2018).  This will be funded, if approved through the budget, by the Town.  Grant money may be available for the project.
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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