CHESTER BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2014

CHESTER TOWN HALL

203 MIDDLESEX AVENUE

CHESTER, CONNECTICUT

CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Meehan called the meeting to order at 7:0 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Englert, and Selectman Sypher.
APPROVAL OF 8/26/14 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the minutes from the 8/26/14 BOS meeting as amended.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Page 2 -Property – 59 Winthrop Road – clarify address – and the tax sale date was changed to 12/13/14 
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS - None
NEW BUSINESS
Review of Town Ordinance Regulating Firearms – Connecticut Council of Municipalities

Ed Meehan distributed research on firearms, target ranges and related matters provided by CCM.  CCM also surveyed Connecticut town (17) ordinances.  
Several towns prohibit the discharge of firearms outdoors within 500 feet of abutting building (not owned by the property owner).   Many ordinances are directed at the discharge of firearms on public property (hunting etc.).  New legislation regarding the unlawful discharge of firearms was briefly discussed.  Some communities address firearms in the Land Use Department through Zoning Regulations.
A public information session on a potential firearm ordinance will be scheduled in October.  

A gentleman spoke regarding public safety concerns.
BOARDS/COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

The EDC Chairman has taken a leave of absence.

OLD BUSINESS

Main Street East Phase I Project Status Report

The Committee met and reviewed the 70% plans.  The Committee directed the engineer to address the quality of the plan and the information in the plans.  A site walk is scheduled on Thursday and a Committee meeting is scheduled 9/23.  The Board briefly discussed sidewalks, grading and proposed relocation of utility poles.  A letter to property owners regarding easements and related matters will be developed when the 70% Plan is completed.  The WPCA will request individuals to advise if they intend to connect to the system while work is being completed.

The Water Company met with the Committee and will replace the water main from Middlesex Ave. through the Town Center to West Main Street.  The possibility of additional fire hydrants will be discussed with the Fire Dept.  Scheduling of the water main project was briefly discussed.  
Main Street Bridge Project Status Report
ConDOT is on schedule regarding the bridge project.  Issues with environmental permits have been resolved and they plan to go out to bid with the intent of having a contractor in place in July/August 2015.  The plans do address streetscape improvements (curbing, decorative lighting, etc.).  They have not yet identified the request for an inlaid/stamped crosswalk.  An alternative design, developed by ConDOT, will require the Town to maintain.  Finalization of rights of way with abutting property owners is on-going.
The EDC invited business/property owners in the Main Street Bridge area to their recent meeting to discuss a “survivor guide”.  Appropriate interested parties (9TT, Fire Department, school buses etc.) will be kept informed as the project progresses.

Library Building Committee/NQP Status Report
The BOS approved the grant application and the application was submitted on 8/29.  Ed Meehan thanked Linda Fox and Pat Holloway for their work on the application.  Two other towns requested $1 million.  The Committee is scheduled to meet to discuss cost estimates.  
SELECTMEN’S REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported he received a Park &Rec summary of Summer Camps.  An update on the successful projects will be forwarded to the BOS.  A total of 368 campers participated in their programs.
The Snack Shack operations were briefly discussed.  

CCM provided information on the Drug Prescription Program.  Information will be mailed to residents regarding discounts on prescription drugs.  Surrounding towns have been participating in the program for the past several years.

The final repairs to the Jennings Pond Dam have been completed.  Jacobson will develop a report to be submitted to the DEEP.
Larry Sypher reported that he spoke with Purple Dog to update photos on the webpage.  

Ed Meehan is reviewing the phone needs throughout the town including a line for Valley Shore.  

The status of the underground storage tank at the Meeting House was discussed.  Pricing for replacement with an above ground tank was briefly discussed.  Ed will follow-up with Zanardi for additional details.

The BOS briefly discussed the following:

· Electrical coverage/needs in the server room.

· Generator needs for the Town Garage.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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