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CALL TO ORDER
First Selectman Ed Meehan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman Meehan, Selectman Sypher (arrived at 6:03 p.m.) and Selectman Englert.  Mr. Joe Cohen was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Tom Englert made a motion to approve the minutes from the 9/3/13 meeting.  Ed Meehan seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – Mr. Cohen read the following letter:
Thank you for the opportunity to speak.  I am Joe Cohen, a resident of Maple Street. 

I will be brief.

Having observed town government for a few years, I would like to suggest the BOS take two related steps:

First, create written ethics guidelines for all elected and appointed town officials and town employees; make certain they are read and acknowledged.

Second, create an independent Ethics Commission to assist town officials in determining how to best serve the public in a fair, honest, business-like fashion.

As this board’s members are likely aware, I recently filed a formal request for an investigation of the living arrangement of a member of the BOS.  I made the request to the ZEO.  Specifically, I asked the ZEO to determine if a member of the BOS was in fact living in an illegal apartment and whether the building owners had intentionally sought to circumvent town zoning law in modifying a single family house in a single family zone to create an illegal apartment.

It is appropriate perhaps I come before you this evening when the BOS later is taking up a zoning related matter – the request for a driveway waiver.

In a small town, conflicts of interest and potential conflicts of interest are bound to come up.  That is small town life, given a limited pool of actively interested citizens serving in government.  I do not see how that can be avoided.

Which is all the more reason I believe the town needs a focus on ethics and fair and equitable treatment of all residents – including those in positions of authority and power and of course, for those without. 

Stated simply, I ask how can a member of the BOS be expected to fairly and honestly exercise authority over the citizenry of our town if that very selectman is himself involved in a situation of cheating – a blatant violation of rules intended to protect the town and its residents?

Further, how can a member of the BOS – which has authority to appoint members to the Planning and Zoning Commission in the event of a vacancy – be allowed to himself violate the very laws he is putting people in position to enforce?

All of this – if the ZEO establishes that my complaint regarding a member of the BOS and his landlord are in violation – is quite literally a perfect example of the fox guarding the henhouse.

I do not think that is right, and I do not think that any fair minded citizen of our town would be comforted by a BOS that permitted such a situation to exist.

I will close by saying:  We…you…can do better.

Thank you.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Waiver of Driveway Design Standards– 233 Middlesex Avenue
The plan submitted to the Inland/Wetland for a wetland cross with access from Middlesex Ave. to two lots.  These lots were approved in the 1980’s and are part of a subdivision that extends from Middlesex Ave. west to Goose Hill Road.  Two of the five lots have improvements (buildings).  All five lots are for sale.  

The Inland/Wetlands Commission suggested that the driveway design standards be modified/waived; the width of the driveway and the curbing of the driveway.  

The BOS discussed emergency vehicle access to the area as well as access for more than one vehicle in the driveway at a time.  The BOS was concerned about modifying the width of the driveway as any waiver could affect a 50 foot right of way and future development in the area.

Tom Englert made a motion to deny the request to reduce the width from 16 ft. to 12 ft. but to grant the request to eliminate the required curbing.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Request for Proposal – IT Services

Mr. Dean, Business Development Manager, Fandotech, Manchester, CT and Mr. Tom Riggio, Connecticut Computer Services, Inc., Plantsville, presented RFPs for IT Services to the Board of Selectmen.

The BOS thanked these gentlemen for their presentations and will review the proposals.

OLD BUSINESS

Status of Main Street Project
A letter from Al Bisacky, Acting Chairman of the Main Street Project Committee was included in the BOS packet.  The Committee interviewed three firms.  A copy of the proposals was available for BOS review.

The Main Street Project Committee voted to recommend the firm of Kent & Frost for the purpose of developing plans and specifications for Phase One (Main Street East Improvements) of a Rehabilitation/Streetscape Project(s) within the Village area of the Town.

Ed Meehan reported that he would like to see more detailed deliverables on Kent & Frost’s construction documents.  

SELECTMEN REPORTS
Ed Meehan reported:
· Community Room – possible cabling issue with the projector installation will be investigated.
· Warranties for manual books and certified payroll have not yet been received ($6,000 is being held).
· Keys –waiting for parts
· Cedar Lake – Park & Rec is installing shelving (town will purchase shelves) and weather stripping will be installed.  The BOS expressed concern regarding security/vandalism at the new shed.
· Additional work at the slab will be necessary
· Eagle Scouts have been approached to possibly install a patio in lieu of the slab.
· Snack Shack – waiting for vendor to verify electric bill, vent, septic system
· 10/15/13 – 1:45 p.m. – Ribbon Cutting at CES for Solar panels – BOS invited
· A punch list to repair the Jennings Pond Dam was received.  Jacobson will be reviewing same.
· BOS packet included enrollment figures at CES 

AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None

ADJOURNMENT
Tom Englert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  Larry Sypher seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
Clerk
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