THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOS MEETING
Chester Board of Selectmen

Regular Meeting

Chester Town Hall

203 Middlesex Avenue

March 19, 2013
7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance:  First Selectman Ed Meehan, Selectman Sypher, Selectman Englert, Registrars and the Press.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the meeting dated 3/5/13.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS – None
NEW BUSINESS
Registrar of Voters – Emergency Contingency Plan
A copy of the Registrar of Voters Emergency Contingency Plan, as required by the Secretary of State, was included in the BOS packet and discussed.

The document must be approved by the BOS and submitted to the Secretary of State by March 28, 2013.

Larry Sypher made a motion to approve the Emergency Contingency Plan for Elections and forward to the Secretary of State.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Discussion of Ordinance –Retroactive Payment of Building Fees
Ed Meehan reported that if during the course of the re-valuation, inspections uncover improvements that did not have building permits, the Town may enact an ordinance to retroactively charge for permit fees and applicable fines.

Ed Meehan continued that he discussed the practicality of putting this into effect with Ron Rose.  Mr. Rose was unsure if such an ordinance is necessary or if it would be effective.  Also, per the building code, after 6 years, a homeowner automatically gets use of the improvement.  Implementation of code violation for lack of building permits is ideal when the property owner applies for a mortgage/refinancing. 

The BOS discussed pros and cons of such an ordinance and determined that such an ordinance is unnecessary.  

Review of Meeting House Fee for Non-Profit Organizations
Ed Meehan reported that local non-profits have expressed concern with the fee for use of the Meeting House when admission is charged for their event.

Tom Englert reported that the BOS discussed the fee in the past and felt that $200 was a minimal/appropriate fee.  They discussed the possibility of assessing on a case by case basis but determined that a consistent policy was appropriate.
The BOS discussed the fee structure for private functions vs. public/admission charged functions.

Larry Sypher made a motion to adjust the fees and clarify the document as discussed.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Town Hall Second Floor Renovations
Ed Meehan reported on the project of the second floor renovations including electrical work, air handling units (expect delivery this week), punch list items, shelving, etc.  Furniture and fixtures were discussed (line item budget $10,000).  A project meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Thursday, March 21, 2013.
Fiscal Year 2013-14 Budget Status

Ed Meehan reported:

· The car tax situation remains an issue (unknown).

· Town Hall service contracts – over $21,000 per year, including storage, website – BOS discussed adding to this line
· Assessor contract – 1.5% increase 

· Library position not included

· Hazardous Waste – increase due to DEEP requirement

· Public Safety- police equipment maintenance increase – mobile data terminal

Ed Meehan reported that Dick Leighton, James Grybowski and Mike Whaples met regarding windows at the school.  They determined that the current situation passes code.  The BOS discussed the possibility of an upgraded generator at the school.

Selectmen Reports
Ed Meehan reported on a possible Ordinance regarding disallowing a building permit if a property is in arrears on taxes (hardships could be taken into consideration).
AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Larry Sypher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m.  Tom Englert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully,

Suzanne Helchowski

Clerk
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