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Chester Conservation Commission
Dec. 5, 2012
Members present: Sandy Prisloe,  Rick Holloway, Claudia Van Nes, Pat Woomer and Peggy Wilson 
Meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
Audience of Citizens:  Kurt Aldrich told commissioners he’s seeking 490 status for his 25 plus-acre Route 148 property where he plans a Christmas tree farm and/or timberland.  He said he has been denied status  by the assessor and asked why there wasn’t an agriculture committee in Chester to help. He said he was told by the assessor he had to show proof of income and he asked the commission how he could produce income without the tax break.  
 Sandy planned to talk with First Selectman Ed Meehan about the situation and follow up with the assessor as well. 
Sandy and Claudia also plan to talk informally with Ed about developing an larger agriculture presence in town. 
The minutes from the Aug. 2012 meeting were approved.
Sandy and Margot have been approved for three-year terms on the commission which end Nov. 1, 2016.
The 2013 meeting dates of the first Wednesday of the month were approved.
Pat reported the energy task force is concentrating its efforts on the school, home energy surveys and enacting a lower tax rate for businesses that convert to energy saving methods.
The commission discussed meeting with the Land Trust to update open space plan.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.
 Respectively submitted by Claudia Van Nes, secretary
