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Call to Order

· Introduction and seating of members

The Chester Board of Finance held its Regular Meeting on Thursday, August 15, 2013, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue (Community Meeting Room), Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance and seated were Virginia Carmany, Bob Gorman, Charlie Park, Jennifer Rannestad, Lori Ann Clymas (seated for J. Aley) and Richard Nygard (seated for D. Cohen).  First Selectman Ed Meehan was also present.  Chairman Carmany called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

· Approval of Minutes from Special Meeting May 21, 2013 and Regular Meeting June 20, 2013

Motion made and seconded to approve May 21, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes amended as follows -

Clarify sentence to read "Chairman Carmany noted that this mil rate is one half (1/2) mil lower than the current 22.45 mil rate."  Also correct the spelling of Bob Gorman.  Unanimously approved with Clymas and Rannestad abstaining.

Motion by Park, seconded by Rannestad, to approve June 20, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes amended as follows -

· Under First Selectman's Report, 6th paragraph, last sentence should read, "This possibly will give the Town time to complete a portion of Main Street from the Cemetery up to Chesterfield's fixing the sidewalks, crosswalks and drainage in that area."  

· Under First Selectman's Report, last paragraph, last sentence should read, He noted the Selectmen have also proposed to hire the same individual for 10 to 15 hours to help the road crew with weedwacking, weeding and some of the touch up landscaping work."

Unanimously approved with Clymas, Gorman and Nygard abstaining.

New Business

· Auditor's Letter regarding Related Party

· Auditor's Fraud Questionnaire

The Auditor's Letter and Fraud Questionnaire were distributed.  These documents need to be filled out by Board of Finance members and returned before October 1st.  Members took a few minutes during the meeting and completed these forms.  First Selectman Meehan noted there is a checks and balances system in place for the Board of Education.   

· Other -  none.

Reports

· Monthly Financials

Chairman Carmany noted monthly financials were distributed and everything is on target.  There was a $58,000 expenditure surplus.  First Selectman Meehan briefly reviewed the revenue side noting the Town came in with about $232,205 in additional revenue.   He reviewed tax collections which were very good.  Meehan also noted the Town received the LoCIP reimbursement check in the amount of $75,000 for road improvements.  There was also a $20,000 FEMA reimbursement from Super Storm Sandy.  

· Consideration and Approval of Bills and Transfers

Motion by Nygard, second by Clymas, to approve FY 2012-2013 End of Year Transfers as submitted (see attached letter to Virginia Carmany from Peter Evankow dated August 2, 2013).  First Selectman Meehan reviewed the Highway, Chester Hose Company, Fire Marshal transfers in detail.  Unanimously approved.

· First Selectman's Report

First Selectman Meehan briefly reviewed the Main Street RFQ, Phase 1.  Seven proposals were received.  The Main Street Project Committee meets on August 20th to review the proposals and short list three firms for interviews.  Meehan noted there is currently $800,000 available with both STEAP and Main Street Investment Fund programs coming up.  These programs will be applied for in September.  The Committee is hoping to get Phase 1 done before the State starts the Main Street Bridge.  First Selectman Meehan briefly reviewed funds left over from previous STEAP Grants that can be used for this project.  Meehan noted the State D.O.T. has agreed to design the Main Street Bridge in harmony with the rest of the street scape, (same materials, wider sidewalks, make it look like it belongs in Chester).  The town has also asked the State to consider repairing some of the area that will be disturbed in front of 4 Water Street.  Meehan noted the Town should not be spending money for Route 148 as that is a State Highway.  There are also issues with Route 148 going up the hill that the State needs to deal with.

Chairman Carmany inquired about a problem with the Pump Station of alarms going off that was mentioned during a recent Planning & Zoning Commission meeting.  First Selectman Meehan briefly reviewed this subject noting it has to do with the use of the grease separators.  There is sufficient capacity at the Pump Station.  There was also a brief discussion regarding the requested change to the Plan of Conservation & Development by Aaron Manor.  Meehan noted the Plan needs to be amended because it talks about a limited sewer service area and extending the system out to Aaron Manor changes the sewer service area.  Any development needs to be consistent with the Plan of Conservation & Development.

Lori Ann Clymas suggested funds be made available for training for Regulatory Boards such as Land Use Commissions (Zoning, Inland Wetlands, Zoning Board of Appeals) to understand the legal and fiscal responsibilities are.   

First Selectman Meehan noted the CPACE Program was approved at the August 24th Town Meeting.  

First Selectman Meehan gave a very brief update regarding the legal matter on Liberty Street noting this is still pending in Court.

Business

· Other – none.

Audience of Citizens – none.

Adjournment

Motion by Clymas, second by Nygard, to adjourn at 8:42 PM.  Unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


