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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Board of Finance held its regular meeting on Thursday, January 17, 2013, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut. In attendance and seated were Virginia Carmany, Bob Gorman, David Cohen, Jennifer Rannestad, Charles Park (arrived at 7:36 PM) and Richard Nygard (seated for Park and then changed to Aley when Park arrived).  Chairman Carmany called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM.

2.  Approval of December 20, 2012 Minutes

Motion by Gorman, second by Rannestad, to approve December 20, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voted unanimously.

Motion by Cohen, second by Nygard, to add 2013 Suspense List to Agenda.  Voted unanimously.

3.  New Business


2013 Suspense List

Motion by Rannestad, second by Gorman, to accept the 2013 Suspense List covering the 2011 Grand List Delinquent Taxes in the total amount of $10,294.14.  Brief discussion followed regarding past due taxes on a property that was recently foreclosed.  Voted unanimously.


December Monthly Financial Reports

Chairman Carmany noted the monthly financial reports had been emailed to everyone.  She asked First Selectman Meehan if he could present some information at the next meeting regarding revenue sources and things that perhaps weren't built into the budget on the expense side.  


Board of Selectmen request to approve the Transfer from Capital Fund Account Unassigned to 
Capital Fund Building and Grounds $193,000 for the purpose of funding Town Hall Second Floor 
Renovations and Park and Recreation Department Storage Building at Pelletier Park, Cedar Lake.  
Town Meeting Approval Required.

Chairman Carmany noted a motion will be required to approve this transfer and send it to a Town Meeting vote.  Motion by Gorman, second by Cohen, to approve transfer of $193,000 from Capital Fund Account Unassigned to Capital Fund Building and Grounds for purpose of funding Town Hall second floor renovations and Park & Rec Dept. Storage Building at Pelletier Park, Cedar Lake, pending Town Meeting approval.  Discussion followed.  First Selectman Meehan reviewed the money received from CIRMA for the collapsed Community Center.  He noted the Town initially received $336,000 as the value for the building and $57,000 was spent to demolish the building, remove debris and partially fill the site.  Last Spring an additional $3,500 was spent to complete the site work (filling, grading, loam, seeding and stabilization of site).  Options were then looked at to replace the Community facility both as a meeting room and a place for Park & Rec use and storage.  Meehan noted he has been keeping the BOF updated on plans to renovate the second floor of Town Hall to make a larger meeting space, more storage for Park & Rec and a new Food Pantry.  Another component was the possibility of expanding storage at Chester Elementary School.  Subsequently, the plans to expand storage at CES was dropped by the Board of Selectmen due to the fact the cost was very high and didn't warrant spending over half the insurance money on 700 square feet of storage and given future enrollment of the school, the BOS didn't feel it was wise to add on to the building.  Bid documents were then done for renovations to the second floor of Town Hall.  In December, the BOS awarded the renovation contract to Nasi Construction from Waterford.  Park & Rec has now decided to go to Plan B which is do some site work at Pelletier Park at Cedar Lake and purchase a storage facility which would be adequate for their Summer Camp at the Lake.  First Selectman Meehan noted this transfer is the Board of Selectmen's request that from the balance of funds remaining from the building payout (about $247,000) this be taken to Town Meeting to transfer from Unassigned to Capital Fund Building and Grounds $193,000 to do renovations on the Town Hall Second Floor and Park & Rec work at Pelletier Park.  The $193,000 includes a 10% contingency for both projects and a $10,000 line item for furniture and fixtures for the second floor meeting room.  He reviewed costs for both projects in detail.  First Selectman Meehan reviewed work at Pelletier Park including the fact a property survey has been done.  It was noted the old bath houses at the Park will be demolished.  The work at Pelletier Park will require a Wetlands Permit and a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Fist Selectman Meehan noted included in the Town Hall project is the upgrade of the HVAC units which would have had to been replaced in a couple years.   Meehan noted any funds not used would go back to the Building and Grounds line item.  He also noted there may be certain things that may come up during the construction process that would come back to both the BOS and BOF if necessary.  He noted this is a prevailing wage project requiring certified payrolls, etc.  Voted unanimously.


Board of Selectmen request to approve renewal of Town Ordinance providing for Property Tax 
Relief for Elderly and Disabled Homeowners for five year period, to October 1, 2018 Grand List.  
Town Meeting Approval Required, Recommended Date January 23, 2013.

Motion by Gorman, second by Nygard,  to approve renewal of the Town Ordinance providing for Property Tax Relief for Elderly and Disabled Homeowners for a five year period to October 1, 2018 Grand List, pending Town Meeting approval.  First Selectman Meehan noted this applies to those over the age of 65 who meet income requirements or are fully disabled pursuant to Social Security and can apply to the Assessor's Office for a tax abatement.  He noted the Town this year received a reimbursement from the State in the amount of $21,000.  Paperwork to apply for this can be obtained from the Tax Assessor's Office.  Voted unanimously.

Chairman Carmany noted the Tax Collection rate is right on schedule.


Review of FY 2013-2014 Budget Preparation Schedule for Workshops, Public Hearing and Annual 
Town Budget Meeting

First Selectman Meehan noted the message from the BOS to all boards and commissions is to hold the line for this year.  He noted the General Government costs for union employees has gone up 2.25 percent and salary increases for the Board of Ed have gone up 3.9 percent, plus steps.   First Selectman Meehan noted there are two dates that are conflicts for Region 4 and Chester Board of Ed.  March 13th was suggested for the Board of Ed presentation.  The meeting scheduled for March 28th could be moved to the first week of April (maybe April 2nd).  He will contact the Superintendent's Office to confirm new dates and reissue a revised schedule.  

First Selectman Meehan briefly reviewed a recent meeting he attended of COST (Council of Small Towns).

4.  Old Business – none.

5.  Selectman's Report

First Selectman Meehan briefly reported on the issue of school safety measures and potential budget impacts.  He noted he attended recent meetings covering this issue.  A School Safety Committee has been set up to review proposed measures.  

First Selectman Meehan noted the employee direct deposit has been set up.  Quite a few employees have taken advantage of this program.  

First Selectman Meehan noted the audit is pretty much done.  Still working on the Annual Report and dedication.  

Chairman Carmany asked if there was any update on the Planning & Zoning Commission public hearing for "roosters."  First Selectman Meehan noted it has been scheduled for February 4th at 6:30 PM at Valley Regional High School.  It is hoped to be able to conclude the public hearing in one evening as there is going to be expense for constables, etc.  Meehan noted it is important to comply with all the notice requirements so there is no procedural error.  

It was noted there is a public meeting at the Chester Meeting House on Saturday, February 9, 2013, at 9:30 AM regarding the proposed expansion of the Chester Library.  

6.  Audience of Citizens – none.

7.  Adjournment

Motion by Cohen, second by Gorman, to adjourn at 8:25 PM.  Voted unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

