Chester Board of Finance

Regular Meeting, May 16, 2013
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Call to Order

· Introduction and seating of members

The Chester Board of Finance held its regular meeting on Thursday, May 16, 2013, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Virginia Carmany, Robert Gorman, Joyce Aley and Richard Nygard (seated for J. Rannestad.)  Also present was First Selectman Ed Meehan.  Chairman Carmany called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM.

· Approval of Minutes from March 21st (if available) and April 18, 2013 Meeting

Approval of March 21st Minutes was postponed until next meeting.  Chairman Carmany noted the motion approving the March 21st Minutes at the last meeting was incorrect.

Motion by Gorman, second by Nygard, to approve April 18, 2013 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Gorman, Nygard, Aley, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

New Business

· Board of Selectmen Request: General Fund Transfers (see Accounting Manager Memo 5-13-2013 attached)

First Selectman Meehan noted these items were approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Motion by Nygard, second by Gorman, to approve transfer from Employee Benefits – Medical Insurance, BOF Contingency – General Legal and BOF Contingency – General (as stated on attached memo from accounting manger) to Capital Non-recurring in the total amount of $85,000.  Voting in favor – Nygard, Gorman, Aley, Carmany.  Opposed – none. Motion Carried.

Motion by Nygard, second by Gorman, to approve transfer from BOF Contingency – Winter Maintenance to the Highway – Winter Maintenance – Outside Contractor in the amount of $20,000.  Voting in favor – Nygard, Gorman, Aley, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

· Board of Selectmen Request: Capital Fund Transfers (see Accounting Manager Memo 5-13-2013 attached)

First Selectman Meehan noted these items were approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Motion by Gorman, second by Aley, to approve Capital Fund Transfers from Board of Selectmen – Unassigned, Board of Selectmen – Farmland Preservation, Assessor – Revaluation, Buildings – Town Hall Space Study and School – HVAC (see Accounting Manager Memo 5-13-2013 attached) to Board of Selectmen – Town Hall – Computers, Infrastructure – Main Street Project, Infrastructure – Road/Sidewalk Repairs and Buildings – Town Building Emergency Generators.  Voting in favor – Gorman, Aley, Nygard, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

· Board of Selectman Request: Authorization for Capital Item Expenditures (see Accounting Manager Memo 5-13-2013 attached)

First Selectman Meehan reviewed the Capital Item Expenditures to be recommended for Town Meeting approval.  Motion by Gorman, second by Aley, to approve the following expenditures to be recommended to Town Meeting from Capital Fund – Town Hall – Computer Replacement, Capital Fund – Firehouse Roof, Capital Fund - Road/Sidewalk Repairs, Capital Fund - Town Building Emergency Generators and Capital Fund – School Roofing.  Voting in favor – Gorman, Aley, Nygard, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

· Discussion and vote to recommend approval at Special Town Meeting, 5-21-2013 of FY 2013-2014 Budget in the amount of $12,328,940

Motion by Aley, second by Nygard, to recommend approval at Special Town Meeting on May 21, 2013 of FY 2013-2014 Budget in the amount of $12,328,940.  Discussion followed – Carmany noted the public hearing went well and she thanked the BOF members for their hard work on the budget.  Voting in favor – Aley, Nygard, Gorman, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

· Discussion and vote to recommend approval at Special Town Meeting, 5-21-2013 the Five (5) Year Capital Plan

First Selectman Meehan reviewed the Five Year Capital Plan.  Motion by Gorman, second by Nygard, to recommend approval at Special Town Meeting on May 21, 2013 the five (5) year Capital Plan.  Voting in favor – Gorman, Nygard, Aley, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

· Set Date, Time and Place for Special Board of Finance Meeting to set FY 2013-2014 Mil Rate

It was a consensus to hold this Special Board of Finance Meeting to set the FY 2013-2014 Mil Rate for immediately following the Town Meeting on May 21, 2013.

Reports

Monthly Financials

Chairman Carmany briefly reviewed financials covering revenue and expenditures.  First Selectman Meehan noted the only account running over at this time is the Fire Marshal's Budget by about $700.  All other departments are okay.  It was noted tax collection is on target.  

Consideration and Approval of Bills and Transfers

Done already earlier in the meeting.

First Selectman's Report – nothing further to report.

Business

· Other

There was a brief discussion regarding heat and air conditioning at the Elementary School.  First Selectman Meehan reviewed payments from Region 4.  They can go ahead with the solar installation.

Meehan also noted the Governor's plan to eliminate motor vehicle taxes was pushed out to 2018 and further study.  

Audience of Citizens – none.

Adjourn

Motion by Gorman, second by Nygard, to adjourn at 8:12 PM.  Voting in favor – Gorman, Nygard, Aley, Carmany.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

Attachment – Accounting Manager's Memo dated May 13, 2013

