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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, April 17, 2013, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio Members present included Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr., Deputy Fire Chief James Gryzbowski, First Selectman Ed Meehan, Fire Marshal Richard Leighton, Fire Investigator David Roberge and Deputy Fire Marshal Mike Whaples.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:
Approval of Minutes of March 20, 2013

Motion by Janecek, second by Zanardi, to approve March 20, 2013 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Janecek, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:
Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:
Report of Fire Marshal

The Monthly Activity Report for March, 2013 was distributed and reviewed. 

Fire Investigator Roberge briefly reviewed the recent house fire at 39 Castleview Drive.  He indicated the cause of the fire is undetermined pending further engineering analysis.  The property was covered by insurance and negotiations are ongoing between the homeowner and the insurance company.

Fire Marshal Leighton reported on the school windows.  Thanks to James Gryzbowski and Deputy Fire Marshal Whaples a lot of code research was done and they were able to save some tax dollars in not having to replace the windows.

Fire Marshal Leighton reviewed recent inspection done by DFM Whaples at Eagle Landing for renewal of their license.  Fire Investigator Roberge noted they would not support the life safety endorsement required to renew their license.  FM Leighton noted there are problems with people still smoking on the porch as well as accessibility for emergency vehicles.  First Selectman Meehan asked how this effects their insurance.  Roberge noted their insurance company has not done an inspection yet.  He indicated the State has the liability here, not the Town.  It was noted there will be a meeting between the attorney for Eagle Landing and the State Department of Health and the DPH will put pressure on the owner to correct the issues.  The process is a first violation, a second violation and then the Housing Court will follow up on life safety concerns.  

Leighton and Roberge noted they are reviewing plans for River Tavern to have a wood fired pizza oven.  There are a lot of code issues to deal with.  Information is still pending before finalizing their review.  

Item 4:
Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney inquired about regulations pertaining to wheelchairs.  Roberge reviewed the pitch of the ramp.  Leighton noted this should be dealt with by the Building Official. 

Chief Greeney noted everything else was fine.

Item 5:
Report of First Selectman

First Selectman Meehan thanked Joel Severance for his help in dealing with FEMA in getting reimbursement for recent storms.

Item 6:
Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance reviewed the process for doing business with FEMA.  He is getting all information together for the February Blizzard and documenting volunteer time.  Severance noted our county can only use 48 hours within the time frame.  All other counties got 72 hours.  Severance noted he has forwarded information to Congressman Joe Courtney to assist him in lobbying for Middlesex County to get the 72 hours.  In order to get the 72 hours, the storm has to be 50% more than what the normal storms are.  

Chairman Severance noted he is working with Rosie Binninger on tracking people with functional limitations and maintaining a list of those individuals.  There is also a list of care giver organizations that the Town can call on for assistance.  

It was noted there are meetings being held relative to school security.  There is a conference on May 1st.  Chief Greeney will try to contact Dr. Levy again to set up an appointment.  First Selectman Meehan noted there have been in house safety meetings and they are waiting to see what funding opportunities there are for public safety.  There are six schools in the district.  Chairman Severance noted there needs to be communications between police and fire first responders and floor plans should be available for all the schools. 

Item 7:
Financial Report



(a) 2012-2013 Budget
Chief Greeney noted the budget is right on track, should be fine until the end of the fiscal year.



(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the Fire Marshal's budget is on track and will come in at zero at the end of the fiscal year.



(c) 2013-2014 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the Board of Finance didn't seem to have any major problems.  The cab and chassis for the ambulance was pushed off for a year.  Everything else remained the same as submitted.  Chief Greeney noted the purchase of the pickup truck to replace the Suburban will go before the Boards of Selectmen and Finance on Thursday.  



(d) 2013-2014 Fire Marshal Budget

First Selectman Meehan noted there were no changes to the Fire Marshal's Budget.

Item 8:
Old Business



(a) Executive Session – Personnel

Motion by Janecek, second by Zanardi, to go into Executive Session at 8:10 PM for the purpose of discussing personnel, those in attendance were Severance, Janecek, Zanardi, Meehan, Greeney, Jr., Leighton, Roberge, Whaples and Brown.  The Commission came out of Executive Session at 9:00 PM.  No action was taken.

Peter Zanardi asked if it was necessary to take any action at this time.  Chairman Severance replied no, there is still a couple of months.  He indicated there appeared to be a consensus that this will go beyond July 1st and at some point, sooner rather than later, Mike Whaples will be switched over to Fire Marshal.  Fire Marshal Leighton noted he and Fire Investigator Roberge will not leave until they are comfortable with Mr. Whaples taking over the position of Fire Marshal.

Item 9:
New Business

Fire Marshal Leighton submitted a draft of Proposed Changes to Zoning Regulations that will allow applicants before the Planning & Zoning Commission for Special Exceptions and Subdivisions to submit their plans to the Fire Marshal's Office for review.  Chief Greeney will review the draft and report back to the Board at next month's meeting.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Janecek, second by Zanardi, to adjourn at 9:16 PM.  Voting in favor – Janecek, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


