Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, February 20, 2013
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, February 20, 2013, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, John Divis and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-officio Members Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. and Fire Marshal Richard Leighton were also present.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:

Approval of Minutes of January 16, 2013 and Special Meeting of February 5, 2013

Motion by Divis, second by Zanardi, to approve January 16, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes as written and February 5, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes adding that Deputy Fire Chief James Gryzbowski was present toward the end of the meeting.  Voting in favor – Divis, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:

Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:

Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Leighton distributed a spreadsheet covering the time period from April 2011 to January 2013.   He reviewed activities for January 2013.  Leighton noted Deputy Fire Marshal Whaples is following up on mercantile inspections.  The deputy's hours and equipment were reviewed.  It was again noted when the Outside Contractors leave, all their equipment goes with them and the Deputy must have his own equipment.  The Fire Marshal/Fire Investigator Annual Report of hours was reviewed.  

Fire Marshal Leighton noted Deputy Fire Marshal Whaples over saw the activities on Sunday for the Carnivale.

Chairman Severance noted he thought the Outside Contractor was going away and it would only be the Fire Marshal.  Fire Marshal Leighton explained there must be a back up in this Town when Whaples is not available.  An Outside Contractor will have to come in and back him up.  


Equipment for Deputy Fire Marshal Whaples was once again reviewed.  Chairman Severance noted the Supplies line item can be justified.  Peter Zanardi noted the fire marshal is independent of the Chester Hose Company and should have his own equipment.    

Item 4:

Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted everything went real well for the Chili Cook-off.  Everything downtown looked good.  All gas grills were tied up.  

Chief Greeney noted the ladders were tested and everything on the trucks got passed.  The new ambulance has gone in and the door has been fixed.  Other than that, everything is working out well with the new ambulance.  The crews all like it.  The new stretcher mechanism works very well.  

Chief Greeney noted Eagle Landing had not been shoveled out from the snowstorm.  Fire Marshal Leighton noted he will take care of shoveling issues at Eagle Landing as well as other locations in Town.

Item 5:

Report of First Selectman – none.

Item 6:

Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance gave the latest update on working with FEMA regarding reimbursement for storms.  The Town has been approved for this last storm (Charlotte/Nemo).  They will start gathering all the paperwork on labor and contractors.  There was no damage.  There was a brief discussion regarding the equipment oil spill during the snowstorm. 

Chairman Severance noted the Public Works crew did an unbelievable job during and after the snowstorm.  He commended them for a job well done.

Chairman Severance noted he requested assistance through Regional Office for 100 cots to be delivered.  The Chester Village West main building has generator backup, but the residents do not.   The request was denied.  


Chairman Severance briefly reviewed an incident where an elderly resident was stuck in her home on Sunset Avenue.  The resident was finally evacuated and the property has since been plowed.  

Item 7:

Financial Report



(a) 2012-2013 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the 2012-2013 Budget is on track.  No problems.



(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the Fire Marshal's Budget will be pretty close to what they had requested before the Selectmen made adjustments.  It will probably go over by a little.  Funds can be transferred between Regular Payroll and Outside Contractor if necessary.



(c) 2013-2014 Budget

Chief Greeney noted he submitted the 2013-2014 Budget.



(d) 2013-2014 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton noted he was comfortable with the budget that was approved by the BOFC and submitted.

Item 8:

Old Business – none.

Item 9:

New Business – none.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Divis, second by Zanardi, to adjourn at 8:25 PM.  Voting in favor – Divis, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


