Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, January 16, 2013
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, January 16, 2013, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber, John Divis and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio Members in attendance were Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr., Fire Marshal Richard Leighton, Fire Investigator Dave Roberge and Deputy Fire Marshal Mike Whaples.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:

Approval of Minutes of December 19, 2012

Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to approve December 19, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:

Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:

Report of Fire Marshal

The Fire Marshal/Fire Investigator Monthly Activity Report for December 2012 was distributed and reviewed.

Fire Marshal Leighton noted Deputy Fire Marshal Whaples was called to a car fire recently.  He has also been doing all the mercantile inspections in town.  Fire Marshal Leighton and Fire Investigator Roberge have been doing the restaurant inspections.  A recent incident at L&E Restaurant regarding the fire alarm system was briefly reviewed.  

Chairman Severance commended Fire Marshal Leighton on his handling of the recent Planning & Zoning Commission public hearing at which there were over 400 people in attendance.  Mr. Leighton noted there was no choice but to shut the hearing down due to over capacity and parking problems.  The next scheduled meeting will be at Valley Regional High School in Deep River.  Arrangements have been made with Dick Smith and Bruce Glowac.  This location should not be a problem as it has a huge parking lot.

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the 3 fire marshals will attend an Open Burning Official class on Friday at the Chester Town Hall.

Item 4:

Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted the new ambulance is going in for service on Saturday.  The old ambulance is being kept in reserve.  They are currently working with Shared Response, a new billing agent that is working out quite well.

Chief Greeney noted they got a State bid for a 1 ton, 4 wheel drive, Chevy Pick Up (11,000 gross weight, diesel) to replace the Suburban that has 100,000 miles.  Greeney explained they don't have to go through a bid process because they are using the State bid.  Motion by Zanardi, second by Divis, to approve a Capital Expenditure to be taken from the Capital Truck Replacement Fund, not to exceed $50,000, for the new Duty Officer Vehicle.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Divis, Schreiber, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Chief Greeney noted he has reviewed pension and tax abatement information with First Selectman Meehan and Retirement Board Chairman Standke.  

Item 5:

Report of First Selectman – none.

Item 6:

Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance reported he is finishing up the paperwork to be submitted for Super Storm Sandy.  The Town has 682 volunteer hours and the total claim is $53,884.

Item 7:

Financial Report




(a) 2012-2013 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the Hose Company budget is right on target at 50 percent.




(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the Outside Contractor is at $5900 expended.  If the $12,000 requested had been approved, the budget would have been fine.  As a result of the budget cut, there won't be sufficient funds in that line item.  Chairman Severance noted if there needs to be an additional appropriation, it can be requested with justification.  


Chairman Severance noted the new fiscal year budgets are coming due.  The Board needs to talk about phase in and phase out.  It was noted the new budgets are due on February 6th.  It was decided to hold a Special Meeting on Tuesday, February 5, 2013, to review and approve the Fire Marshal's Budget.

Item 8:

Old Business – none.

Item 9:

New Business

Motion by Zanardi, second by Schreiber, to add item to New Business (a) Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2013-2014.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Schreiber, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.




(a) Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2013-2014

Fire Chief Greeney distributed and reviewed the Chester Hose Company Proposed Operational Budget for 2013-2014.  He noted the only two items that had an increase were Regular Payroll and Equipment Maintenance.  Greeney reviewed these items in detail.  Motion by Zanardi, second by Divis, to approve the Chester Hose Company Operational Budget for 2013-2014 as presented in the total amount of $261,694.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Divis, Schreiber, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Fire Chief Greeney distributed and reviewed the Chester Hose Company Proposed Capital Budget for 2013-2014.  He reviewed the 3 items in detail – Firehouse Roof Replacement, Truck Replacement and Ambulance Replacement.  He also submitted and reviewed the Vehicle Replacement Schedule.  Motion by Divis, second by Schreiber, to approve the Chester Hose Company Capital Budget for 2013-2014 as presented for the following 3 items – Firehouse Roof $25,000, Truck Replacement $50,000, Ambulance Replacement $30,000.  Voting in favor – Divis, Schreiber, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to approve December 19, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


