Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, March 20, 2013
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, March 20, 2013, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio Members in attendance were Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr., Fire Marshal Richard Leighton, Deputy Fire Marshal Mike Whaples and Fire Investigator David Roberge.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:
Approval of Minutes of February 20, 2013

Motion by Zanardi, second by Severance, to approve February 20, 2013 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Severance, Schreiber, Janecek.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:
Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:
Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Leighton distributed the Monthly Activity Report for February 2013.  He reviewed recent sprinkler problems at Chester Village West.  CVW was very responsive to these issues. 

Fire Marshal Leighton noted last year the Chester Elementary School was written up for not having escape windows in any of the class rooms in the addition.  This was never picked up by anyone for several years.  Escape windows were in the original building, but not the addition.  The Board of Selectmen wanted to spread the cost of this over two to three years.  Leighton noted in October, the Code was changed and he re-investigated.  He reviewed the various escape options.  They put a spreadsheet together to see where they could comply and where they couldn't.  They determined they could meet 90% of the requirements which meant the Fire Marshal's Office could accept that.  A letter was sent to the school notifying them it could be accepted the way it was.  The State was not notified because it meets 90% of the requirements based on the exceptions.

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the school is now working on a transfer switch.  All issues at Chester Elementary School have been resolved.  Leighton reviewed closing of the doors.  He noted the doors between classrooms cannot be locked, but there is new legislation coming down that they need to be locked.  They will probably deal with this with a mod.  

Fire Investigator Roberge noted the State is coming up with new security measures and the Fire Marshal's Office will be an integral player in this process.  Chairman Severance noted there has been lots of discussion regarding protocols.  

Rick Schreiber thanked Mr. Leighton for going to the budget meeting and explaining the Fire Marshal's activities.  Fire Investigator Roberge noted 99% of this is the educational process.

Item 4:
Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted the recent house fire was knocked down quickly.  Everything went smooth.  

Rick Schreiber also thanked Chief Greeney for his presentation of the budget to the Board of Finance.

Chief Greeney noted he has been in contact with Superintendent Levy to get a meeting together so everyone understands what is happening in the school system.  They need to be kept in the loop and need to know the big picture of the whole school district.  

Item 5:
Report of First Selectman – none.

Item 6:
Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance reviewed an upcoming 01 Facilitating Workshop to be held on April 27th at the Coast Guard Station in New Haven.  There will also be a tour of the facility.

Chairman Severance noted the Emergency Operations Plan for 2012, 2013 was submitted.  There is going to be a major rewrite.  The State has formed a committee to write a new Plan.  Everyone has been asked to update their Plans.  


Chairman Severance noted he is redoing paperwork for Superstorm Sandy.  FEMA people have changed and a lot of stuff has to be redone.

Item 7:
Financial Report




(a) 2012-2013 Budget

Chief Greeney noted things are going along smoothly.  




(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the budget will be close.  There was discussion regarding the purchase of an Ipad.  It was noted this will come out of the Equipment Line Item next year.




(c) 2013-2014 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the budget presentation went okay.  They pushed off the Ambulance Cab and Chassis for another year.  The roof replacement was okay.  They need to discuss the insulation under the roof with Jacobson & Associates.




(d) 2013-2014 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton noted he hasn't heard anything back from the Board of Finance.  He explained to the Board of Finance the interchange of monies between the Payroll and Contractor line items.  When the change over is done, the Boards of Selectmen, Finance and Fire Commissioners will decide on payroll and move funds around.  

Item 8:
Old Business




(a) Executive Session – Personnel

An Executive Session was not held.

Item 9:
New Business

Chief Greeney asked if anyone knew why the crane was still there at the Water Street Bridge since that project has been done for months.  Recording Secretary Brown noted as the ZCO she also had the same question and will discuss this with the First Selectman.

Fire Marshal Leighton noted Chester does not have a zoning regulation whereby it is a requirement that the Fire Marshal's Office review all subdivisions and commercial building plans before these go to public hearing with the Zoning Commission.  He will submit some language at the next meeting for the BOFC to review.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Zanardi, second by Schreiber, to adjourn at 8:28 PM.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Schreiber, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

