Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, March 21, 2012
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, March 21, 2012, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber, John Divis, Charlene Janecek and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio members included Deputy Fire Chief James Grzybowski, Fire Marshal Richard Leighton, Fire Investigator David Roberge and First Selectman Ed Meehan.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:

Approval of Minutes of February 15, 2012

Motion by Zanardi, second by Divis, to approve February 15, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Divis, Janecek, Schreiber, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:

Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:

Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Leighton noted it was a quiet, routine month for activities.  The budget presentation was made to the Board of Finance including an annual recap of hours spent.  They have only done the minimums so far, the licensing.  Mike Whaples has graduated.  Leighton reviewed his training and what further education comes next.  Fire Investigator Roberge noted the actual fire investigation is not a lot of man hours.  It’s the investigative portions after the scene assessment, the research, the report writing and creating the documentation packages.  Every piece of documentation has to be looked at as will it stand up in Court.  

Fire Marshal Leighton briefly reviewed inspection at the Goodspeed.  There are some fire code violations that need to be addressed in order to get the liquor permit.  They will be setting up an appointment to go over everything in the next couple weeks.

Leighton and Roberge noted they will be recommending the establishment of a Fire Zones Ordinance throughout the community in the next couple of months.  This will need to be submitted to the Board of Fire Commissioners and then to the Board of Selectmen.

Item 4:

Report of Fire Chief

Deputy Chief Grzybowski distributed invitations for the 100th Anniversary.  It was suggested the Board of Fire Commissioners write a letter commemorating the Fire Company’s abilities and function for the last 100 years to support the community of Chester.  This would be separate from the brochure.  Motion by Zanardi, second by Divis, to take a full page ad for the Chester Hose Company 100th Anniversary Brochure.  Voting in favor - Zanardi, Divis, Janecek, Schreiber, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Deputy Chief Grzybowski recent mutual aid call in the Town of Essex where the off road vehicle was used.  He noted they are doing primarily medical calls, probably 40 to 50 a month.

Chairman Severance briefly reviewed FEMA documentation from Hurricane Irene.

Item 5:

Report of First Selectman

First Selectman Meehan noted the presentation to the Board of Finance last week went well.  It has been a good winter so far.  All departments are coming in with reasonable budgets.  The Capital Budget for the Hose Company has been funded.  Meehan further noted they are trying to catch up on some things for Public Works and Building Maintenance.  

Chairman Severance reviewed the possibility of getting a new generator for the town hall.  Funding was discussed.  It might be cheaper to lease one than buy one.

Item 6:

Report of Emergency Management

Chairman Severance noted everyone is required to participate in the 'all hands exercise' on July 28, 29 and 30th.  The LEPC will be holding a meeting to talk about how they want to get involved.  There will be a new CERT training class coming up with Killingworth's Don McDougal putting it together.  The interest has been really huge and the volume of CERT members is very high.  These are people not involved in the Fire Department but want to get involved.  Severance reviewed grant money and new requirements for the LEPC.  

Chairman Severance reviewed the Emergency Management budget and what was included.  

Item 7:

Financial Report



(a) 2011-2012 Budget

Deputy Chief Grzybowski noted everything is status quo with the budget.



(b) 2012-2013 Budget

Rick Schreiber noted Chief Greeney did the budget presentation for the Hose Company and the Fire Marshals did their presentation.  Nothing was challenged.  Fire Marshal Leighton noted they explained what was needed in the Fire Marshal budget.  They reviewed the equipment that will be needed when someone new comes on board.  The current Fire Marshals are private contractors and have their own equipment.  The new Fire Marshal will be a town employee.  Chairman Severance noted he requested $2000 last year, but the Board of Finance said no, wait until it is needed.  Fire Investigator Roberge walked everyone through the budget request explaining everything.  This gave the Board of Finance members a better understanding of what the Fire Marshal's office does.  First Selectman Meehan noted the computer and printer will come out of the general IT budget.  

Item 8:

Old Business



(a) Fire House Expansion

Deputy Chief Grzybowski noted the fire house expansion is moving along nicely.

Item 9:

New Business – none.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Zanardi, Janecek, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


