Chester Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting, May 15, 2013
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, May 15, 2013, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber and Peter Zanardi.  Ex-Officio Members present included Deputy Chief James Grzybowski, Fire Marshal Richard Leighton and First Selectman Ed Meehan.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:
Approval of Minutes of April 17, 2013

Motion by Zanardi, second by Severance, to approve April 17, 2013 Minutes.  Voting in favor – Zanardi, Severance, Schreiber.  Opposed – none. Motion Carried.

Item 2:
Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:
Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the Deputy FM weekly reports are past due.  

Fire Marshal Leighton noted the Fire Marshal's Budget will be over expended by year end.

Fire Marshal Leighton reviewed upcoming inspections.  He noted the Goodspeed Theater inspection is due.  The State Fire Marshal will join the local FM's for the Eagle Landing inspection (specifically violations).  The Deputy FM will be included in both these inspections.

Fire Marshal Leighton noted Fire Investigator Roberge has completed his 90 hours of training required to continue his certification.

Item 4:
Report of Fire Chief

Deputy Chief Grzybowski reported things are going well.

Item 5:
Report of First Selectman

First Selectman Meehan noted the budget meeting is next week.  The Fire and FM budgets look okay including the funding for the new Suburban.

First Selectman Meehan noted the Main Street Bridge Replacement RFP is going out.  Commissioner Severance reminded First Selectman Meehan there is a Harbor Management Commission requirement that no roosting places be allowed in the underside of the bridge.  It was also noted Main Street will be closed for 5 to 6 months.

Item 6:
Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance noted the Charlotte Snowstorm FEMA Reimbursement request has been submitted and approved by the State and local FEMA representative.

Chairman Severance noted the River Emergency Response Protocol is being updated.

Chairman Severance noted there have been workshops on school security/safety.  Deputy Chief Grzybowski reviewed actions taken and under way at the Elementary School.

With regard to Wellness Check listing, the CL&P map and list is to be corrected.  The Just in Time notifications are being worked on by the Social Services Director.  The fixed cluster populations are done.

Item 7:
Financial Report



(a) 2012-2013 Budget



(c) 2013-2014 Budget

It was noted the current budget was okay.  The 2013-2014 budget was approved and will probably be approved at the upcoming Town Meeting next week.



(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget



(d) 2013-2014 Fire Marshal Budget

It was noted the current budget will be overspent even without any major fires between now and the end of the fiscal year ($687.41).  Additional funding for next year may or may not be required for an updated set of Code Books depending on what the State adopts.

Item 8:
Old Business – none.

Item 9:
New Business

Fire Marshals Leighton and Roberge will update the BOFC at the next meeting as to what the Fire Marshal's roles and responsibilities are.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Zanardi, to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Zanardi, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

