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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, November 28, 2012, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber and John Divis.  Ex-Officio Members present were Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr., Deputy Fire Chief James Grzybowski and Fire Marshal Richard Leighton.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:

Approval of Minutes of October 17, 2012

Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to approve October 17, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:

Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:

Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshal Leighton distributed and reviewed the Fire Marshal/Fire Investigator Monthly Activity Report for October 2012.  He noted the Deputy Fire Marshal has been attending Fire Investigation School for vehicles.  Leighton also noted the Deputy still does not have a computer so cannot do any reports.  

There was discussion regarding recent incidents at Goodspeed.  It was noted when an alarm comes in, Valley Shore will dispatch.  If they get a call subsequent with proper identification and pass code, it is the prerogative of the control center to cancel the call.  Chief Greeney pointed out the call must go to the alarm company and not Valley Shore.  Brief discussion followed.

Item 4:

Report of Fire Chief

Chief Greeney noted everything is done as far as D.O.T. inspections, just the brush truck left.  The boat is out of the water and has been winterized.  

Chief Greeney noted the new ambulance is sitting out back.  Once the Certificates of Origin are received, it can be inspected by DMV.

Chief Greeney noted they are working on the VSAP Report that was due end of October.

Item 5:

Report of First Selectman

Chairman Severance noted he and Chief Greeney met with the Board of Selectmen a couple months ago and presented the numbers for Tropical Storm Irene for how much the Town got reimbursed.  This took months to finalize and it was appealed several times.   The Town finally won and was reimbursed for expenses of $1,672.00.  A lot more was contributed by the Fire Department and the Auxiliary.  The Board of Selectmen sent a request to the Board of Finance to reimburse the Chester Hose Company $5000 which was approved.  

Item 6:

Report of Emergency Management Director

EMD Severance noted they have started the paperwork for Storm Sandy.  The Governor has announced the first 10 days will be reimbursed at 100%.  Severance noted he has asked for it to be put in writing the beginning and ending dates for the 100% and the beginning and ending dates for the 30 days that is covered for regular time as well as over time.  The beginning date will start after October 27th.  EMD Severance reviewed what is eligible for the 100%.  They have started the paperwork for FEMA.

EMD Severance noted there are still pallets of water here that were supposed to be picked up and taken to New Jersey and New York.  Rosie Binninger noted she will take some for the food pantry.  

Chairman Severance noted Fuss and O'Neill will be in tomorrow to set up the laptop and printer in the Fire Marshal's Office.  Discussion followed regarding the shortfall of funds in the Supplies line item.  Fire Marshal Leighton noted the original request was for $2500.  Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, that the Chairman request the Board of Selectmen go to the Board of Finance and request an additional appropriation of $2000 to come from the Board of Finance Contingency Account to bring the Fire Marshal's Supplies Line Item up to the $2500 originally requested.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 7:

Financial Report



(a) 2012-2013 Budget

Chief Greeney noted the budget is fine.  They had to purchase all new equipment for the new ambulance.  



(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget

It was noted this was already discussed earlier.  Fifty percent of the training budget has been used to date.  The only issue is the Supplies Line Item.

Item 8:

Old Business – none.

Item 9:

New Business

Chairman Severance noted Water Street is now open.  The water hole is non-existent.

Fire Marshal Leighton noted they reviewed the overall plans for the Town Hall renovations.  These were returned to First Selectman Meehan with comments.  There are two areas of concern.  The upstairs bathroom has to be handicap accessible because when meetings are held upstairs, the existing handicap bathroom in the downstairs lobby can't be accessed because the lobby is locked.  The electrical room upstairs must also be accessible at all times.  You can't go through two locked doors to get to this room.  Chairman Severance also noted all the radio equipment and large screen TV must be relocated as that wall is coming out.  That expense must be included in the budget for the renovations.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to adjourn at 8:18 PM.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Divis, Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


