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Regular Meeting, October 21, 2015
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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held its regular meeting on Wednesday, October 21, 2015, at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.   In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber and John Divis.  Ex-officio Members present included Fire Marshal Richard Leighton, Fire Investigator David Roberge, Fire Chief James Schaefer and First Selectman Ed Meehan.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
Item 1:
Approval of Minutes of September 16, 2015
Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to approve September 16, 2015 Minutes as written.  Unanimously Approved.
Item 2:
Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:
Report of Fire Marshal

The Monthly Activity Report for September was distributed and reviewed.  Fire Marshal Leighton reported on the following -

Most of the hours for September were for 48 Railroad Avenue. Its cost effective to deal with this the way it is being handled.  A few extra hours spent with the property owner is good.  Once things are not moving forward, it will get turned over to the State's Attorney's Office.  Two quotes received for the fire alarm system.  Getting sprinkler contract this week.  Work is being phased so property owner can afford it.  Property owner has talked with the State to see if any grant money is available.  

Had meeting with Chesterfield's.  A fence has been put up on the stairs that belong to the Town.  They can't be used as an exit.  The exit from the dining room will now be on the grass. They are getting prices to change the Fire Department connections.  

Item 4:
Report of Fire Chief

Fire Chief Schaefer reported on the following -

Money left over in roof account is being allocated to a house account for the Fire House.  They are trying to start a new Capital Line Item for Building Repairs and Maintenance.  

Chief's car, Crown Vic, is shot (frame rotted).  The old blue Charger is at the Town Garage.  The plate will be switched and that will be used for the Chief's car.  

Item 5:
Report of First Selectman

First Selectman Meehan noted the Board of Selectmen have recommended to the Board of Finance the balance in the Capital Account left over from the roof be allocated to a house account for the Fire House.  This would be just the building, not the parking lot.  This needs to go to Town Meeting in either December or January.

Item 6:
Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance thanked all those who participated in the Emergency Management Exercise this morning at Town Hall.  The after action report still has to be done.  There was a good turnout and it went very well.  

There was discussion regarding the First Responder Kit.  Severance noted this was for official use only.

Chairman Severance noted he was asked at the last meeting to research road use permits and solicitors applications.  Severance distributed copies of the Special Event Regulations and Procedures, Application to Use Town Road or Sidewalk and Application for Solicitors, Hawkers and Peddlers License.  Fire Marshal Leighton noted the Temporary Liquor Permit form comes from the State and the applicant brings it to the Town for sign offs.  It then goes back to the State.

Fire Marshals Leighton and Roberge reviewed the process for obtaining a Temporary Liquor Permit.  Roberge noted the applicant submits a completed application to the Town Hall for sign offs.  There has been a lot of confusion in the past as to the process.  He noted this process should start with the Fire Marshal's Office.  They look at whether its inside or outside event, how many people attending, occupancy level of facility, what are they using for decorations or entertainment, food vendors, propane tanks, etc.  The Fire Marshal takes the most amount of time for review.  Leighton reviewed how each individual signing off reviews the application.  Sign offs are required from Town Clerk, Fire Marshal, Zoning and Police Authority.  Leighton noted they have done a dozen Temporary Liquor Permits since the beginning of the year.  

Item 7:
Financial Report



(a) 2014-2015 Budget – nothing further, remove from agenda.


(b) 2014-2015 Fire Marshal Budget – nothing further, remove from agenda.
(c) 2015-2016 Budget

Fire Chief Schaefer noted Equipment Maintenance is at 60% because of all the work needed on the tanker.  The passenger side dump valve had to be fixed, no invoice yet.  Building Maintenance is at about 50%, just little things.  Everything else is within reason.  



(d) 2015-2016 Fire Marshal Budget

Fire Marshal Leighton distributed the Fire Marshal's Budget as of October 19, 2015.   He reiterated a lot of time was spent regarding 48 Railroad Avenue.  Should be back on track now for awhile.  NFPA Dues were paid.  

Item 8:
Old Business – none.

Item 9:
New Business

Fire Marshals Leighton and Roberge reviewed a recent Liquor Permit application for the Pattaconk for expansion of their patio.  A drawing showing the location of tables was attached. There was much discussion as to what type of permit is required for this type of event.  First Selectman Meehan suggested the Pattaconk should go back to Planning & Zoning for an amended Special Exception or take out a similar permit with the Town for use of the public sidewalk and streets similar to the Winter Carnivale as this use keeps expanding.  Leighton noted the Liquor Commission requires this type of permit for this specific event.  Meehan noted there is a difference between what Planning & Zoning approved for annual public sidewalk use and for just a special event. If he sticks with what Planning & Zoning approved, that's fine but if it is expanded for a special event, that's a  violation. Meehan noted undoubtedly there will be people all over the sidewalk.  He reiterated the Pattaconk should be taking out a permit with the Town (similar to the Winter Carnivale) for use of the public sidewalk and streets.  Fire Marshal Roberge noted the Pattaconk is pushing the envelope here.  It was noted there has to be at least 5 feet between the tables and the road for pedestrians.  Fire Marshal Leighton noted there also were some outstanding violations that needed to be taken care of before the Liquor Permit could be signed.  Leighton reviewed the outstanding violations.  He explained the iron gate had to be removed and the Pattaconk had a choice between taking it down or having a 4 foot opening.  They chose to take it down.  Exiting the building was briefly discussed.  Fire Marshal Roberge noted the code has changed regarding propane heaters and those will have to be removed this winter.  

Item 10:
Adjournment
Motion by Schreiber, second by Divis, to adjourn at 8:20 PM.  Unanimously Approved.
Respectfully submitted,
[image: image1.png]



Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
