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The Chester Board of Fire Commissioners held a special meeting on August 12, 2012 at the Chester Fire House, 6 High Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Joel Severance, Rick Schreiber, John Divis and Charlene Janecek.  Ex-Officio members present included Fire Chief Charles Greeney, Jr. and Fire Marshals Richard Leighton and Dave Roberge.  Chairman Severance called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Item 1:
Approval of Minutes of May 16, 2012

Motion bySchreiber, second by Janecek, to approve July 18, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Divis, Janecek, Schreiber, and Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Item 2:
Audience of Citizens – none.

Item 3:
Report of Fire Marshal

Fire Marshals Leighton and  Roberge  reviewed activities in working with local businesses.  They included Deputy Fire Marshal Mike Whaples in their activities.

They reviewed the extensive reporting requirements for a structure fire.

We also reviewed situations where they were called in, that were beyond their scope of responsibility.

Item 4:
Report of Fire Chief

The significant number of ambulance calls continues.

The new ambulance has arrived….see Adjourned line item this report.

The Fire House will be the site of the quarterly Valley Shore Emergency Management Association meeting September 20th.

Item 5:
Report of First Selectman – none.

Item 6:
Report of Emergency Management Director

Chairman Severance thanked those present that participated in the July Statewide Hurricane Exercise.  We have received a $1,200 stipend (from the state) for our efforts.  

Chester Custom Boatworks has offered to donate ½ the cost of one of their aluminum rescue boats.  They list for $40-50,000. This is for the boat only, no motor or equipment.  Fire department personnel have looked at these boats and determined they were not suitable for our use.  They have no undercover storage or personnel under cover protection.

Chairman Severance also noted he is in discussions with the First Selectman re opting out of the State EMPG Program.  Reimbursements are running 6-8 months behind and the State keeps adding reporting requirements.

We have now closed the books on reimbursements from the State for expenses incurred during and post Tropical Storm Irene.  The fire department is hoping to receive some of their costs from the Town.

Item 7:
Financial Report


(a) 2012-2013 Budget ………… on target


(b) 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Budget  ……………   on target

Item 8:
Old Business 


Fire House expansion  …………..work progressing

Item 9:
New Business 


 Chief Greeney reminded everyone about the Car, truck and tractor show this weekend at Whelen.

Item 10:
Adjournment

Tour of the new ambulance immediately following adjournment.

Motion by Schreiber, second by Janecek, to adjourn at 8:34 PM.  Voting in favor – Schreiber, Janecek, Divis, and Severance.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Acting Recording Secretary

JP Severance 









