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1.  Call to Order

The Economic Development Commission held its meeting on November 26, 2012 at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut.  Chairman Flett called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

2.  Roll Call

Those members in attendance were Steve Flett, Susan Wright and Michael Sanders.

3.  Audience of Citizens – none.

4.  Project Updates

EDC Proposals to P&Z – nothing further to report.

Update Proposal for Business Listing

Review – "Doing Business" websites and brochure

Chairman Flett gave an update on the proposal for business listing.  He noted there has been restored interest in having a business website.  Flett reviewed a meeting he had with Selectman Sypher as well as a meeting he attended with the Merchants Association.  Chairman Flett noted he received a listing from the Tax Collector of obsolete entries.  He reviewed liabilities that might occur from the listing.  He reviewed the mission of the Merchants Association Website.  Is it to promote the Village Merchants or to promote the overall interests of all the people conducting commerce in Chester?  Is it going to be a website that allows equal voice amongst all players or is the person with the loudest voice, the most money or the most political sway get to the top?  Flett noted if either of those things is true, then EDC does not want to be involved.  Either EDC should decide not to do this or set up some thing completely independent of the Merchants Association.  EDC could set up its own website called Chester Business Listings owned or managed by or administered by EDC.  Would this do away with liability concerns?  It would be solely the responsibility of the businesses themselves for their listings.  An agreement could be signed with the businesses.  Chairman Flett noted he would sit down with Jan Good to talk about the Merchants Association Website.  

Susan Wright noted she has researched every EDC page in every town in Connecticut.  She reviewed several of those.  Commission members looked at several samples.  

Mike Sanders noted the question is are we only encouraging Chester businesses to market themselves to Chester residents and other Chester businesses or would we let say Liberty Bank advertise even though they don't have an office in Chester.  Chairman Flett noted he thought it had been decided previously the businesses would have to have a presence in Chester.  Sanders noted the objective is to show how diverse the Chester business environment is.  He also noted this would be a free public service for Chester businesses to market themselves.  

Chairman Flett noted designing an electronic brochure was the way to go.  There could also be some printed copies available.  There was discussion regarding having a brochure.  It was also noted there should be well organized links.  

There was discussion as to ways to make people go to this website.  The design of the listing page was reviewed.  Who will do the input of data on the page?  Susan Wright will work on the design and links.

5.  New Business 

6.  Approval of Minutes – October 15, 2012

Motion by Sanders, second by Wright, to approve October 15, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Sanders, Wright, Flett.  Opposed – none.

7.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


