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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency held its regular meeting on Monday, January 7, 2013, at the Chester Meeting House, 4 Liberty Street, Chester.  In attendance were Sally Sanders, Kim Senay, Elizabeth Gourlay, Andrew Landsman, Kris Seifert and Eric Davison.  Vice Chairman Sanders called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

2.  Minutes – December 3, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion by Seifert, second by Davison, to approve December 3, 2012 Minutes with the following correction -

· Under 5. Application #12-15 – 10th paragraph, 6th sentence, change the word "executive" to "execute".  

Voting in favor – Seifert, Davison, Landsman, Gourlay, Senay, Sanders.  Opposed – none. Motion Carried.

3.  Audience of Citizens – none.

4.  Application #12-18 – Don Hanson, 11 Sunset Avenue – Dredge Pond

Vice Chairman Sanders noted the Agency needs to act on this application within two days as the deadline is up.  The record should show the applicant was not present.  Motion by Landsman, second by Senay, to deny the application without prejudice.  Voting in favor – Landsman, Senay, Davison, Seifert, Gourlay, Sanders.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

5.  Application #12-19 – Connwood Foresters, Williams Plant, Goose Hill Road – wetland crossing for timber harvest for Connecticut Water Company

Motion by Gourlay, second by Senay, to move Agenda Item 5 to after Item 6.  Voting in favor – Gourlay, Senay, Landsman, Seifert, Davison, Sanders.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.  The record should show the applicant was not present.

6.  Application #12-20 – Aaron Manor, 3 South Wig Hill Road – facility expansion, septic work and wetlands creation

It is noted for the record Andrew Landsman recused himself from this application as he has a conflict of interest.  He left the meeting at this time.

Representing the applicant were Al Wolfgram, Robert Sbriglio and Shawn Savoie.  Mr. Wolfgram noted this project has been split into two phases driven by the necessity to rebuild the existing septic system to DEEP compliance.  Along with that in the first phase is a small addition to the main facility for a swim, therapy and doctor's office.  

Mr. Wolfgram noted the first phase is bringing the septic system into compliance, adding a small addition to Aaron Manor and bringing in a service road.  He pointed out the three wetlands areas and the activity requested.  He pointed out the area where they would like to create a new wetlands area.  Mr. Wolfgram noted the second phase is a major addition to Aaron Manor and relocation of the service road on the north which would bring it parallel to a wetland.  

Mr. Wolfgram noted they submitted architectural renderings for the addition, septic system planning plans, mechanical treatment planning plans and general site plans including landscaping, drainage, etc.

Mr. Wolfgram noted they included a copy of the DEEP letter indicating the existing septic system is not up to code.

Vice Chairman Sanders asked Mr. Wolfgram to explain the drainage issues.  It was noted the plunge pools would be within 100 feet of the wetlands so there would be some excavation in that area.  Wolfgram noted there was some drainage work done back in 2000.  There was discussion regarding the location of the plunge pools.

Mr. Davison asked what the change in the pre and post development runoff would be and was there an increase.  Mr. Wolfgram noted there is a decrease in the peak which is explained in the report.  He indicated the drainage study into 3 different increments – one is existing, one is phase 1 and one is phase 2.  There is also a summary page.

Mr. Wolfgram noted included in the application is discussion regarding alternatives.  He noted the channel was overgrown with vegetation and explained what happens when there is a big storm.  They would like to straighten the channel and free it up.  The new channel would include rip rap.  

Mr. Wolfgram noted in addition to constructing the leaching field, the DEEP requires that the discharge be below surface.  He reviewed the underground discharge area.  The work is combined – one to straighten out the channel to stop the flooding and two is to comply with DEEP which requires discharge be below ground.  Mr. Wolfgram reviewed the leaching field area and what the State requires.  He noted a minor increase in filling gives a better separation distance.  Wolfgram noted DEEP will have someone on site 3 days a week checking the system.    

Mr. Wolfgram reviewed the existing buildings on the site for new buildings.  He also pointed out the location of the Pattaconk Brook, Route 148 and South Wig Hill Road for Mr. Zavatone (neighbor).  Wolfgram noted there would be no discharge into the brook.   

Mr. Davison asked if there was a report from a soil scientist.  Mr. Wolfgram replied no but would get one.

Vice Chairman Sanders noted a site walk will be required.  A site walk was scheduled for Saturday, January 26, 2013 at 8:00 AM.  

Mr. Wolfgram next reviewed phase 2 which includes the relocation of the service road to the north.  He indicated most of the project is within the wetlands review area.  Wolfgram reviewed the areas of the existing building that would be removed.  

There was discussion regarding the service road.  It will be put in in phase 1 and relocated in phase 2.

There was discussion regarding the slope, both before and after the project.  

There was discussion regarding the septic system.  Mr. Davison asked if this type system is approved by the State.  Mr. Wolfgram noted this layout has been approved by the State, but they haven't actually approved these plans.    

Mr. Davison asked if they applied for a permit with Army Corps.  Mr. Wolfgram replied no as they haven't met the threshold.  He indicated he will check with a soil scientist to see if an Army Corps permit is required.

Vice Chairman Sanders asked what the difference in time would be between phase 1 and phase 2.  She asked if it wouldn't be more beneficial to just construct the service road where it is supposed to be initially.  Why is it being done in two phases and why build the road twice?  

Mr. Wolfgram noted financing is always an issue and there is a lot involved in both phase 1 and phase 2.  The applicant wanted to be up front in saying it will be done in two phases.  If in fact it can be done in one phase it will.  

Vice Chairman Sanders again asked why the road isn't being built in one location and then being relocated in phase 2.  Mr. Wolfgram noted the existing house is in the way.  There was more discussion regarding the location of the road and if it could be moved.  Mr. Wolfgram reviewed the steep slope in the area.  

Mr. Wolfgram reviewed various alternatives noting this submission is the most feasible.  He indicated there area a number of trees that will have to come down.  

Mr. Davison reiterated a report from the soil scientist would be required.  He also urged the applicant to check on the question of whether or not a permit is required from the Army Corps.  Vice Chairman Sanders reiterated that a soil scientist report was not included in the submitted application.  

Mr. Wolfgram noted he will have the soil scientist present for the site walk.

Mr. Wolfgram again reviewed the straightening out of the channel in response to a question from Mr. Davison.  

Vice Chairman Sanders pointed out at this time this meeting was not a public hearing, but if they feel this is a significant event a public hearing may be held.  She asked members if they felt this was a significant activity and if a public hearing should be held.  It was agreed a public hearing should be held and one was scheduled for the February 4, 2013 meeting.  Vice Chairman Sanders reviewed the notice requirements for a public hearing reminding the applicant they need to send out notices to the neighbors.  

5.  Application #12-19 – Vice Chairman Sanders noted no one was present so this item was tabled.

7.  Regulations and Map Modifications – nothing further at this time.

8.  Outstanding Orders


(a) Marguerite Komondy, 29 Liberty Street


(b) Phoenix Ventures LLC, 33 Liberty Street


(c) BLP Enterprises Inc., 23-25-27 Water Street

Nothing further to report on these items.

9.  Wetland Compliance Officer's Report

Vice Chairman Sanders noted the Wetlands Officer has met with Tom Metcalf to review plans for Chester Point Marina for raising and rebuilding a large building next to the Town Landing area at the end of the point.  They are currently working on the application.

Vice Chairman Sanders noted the Wetlands Officer indicated Tom Metcalf is preparing plans for 25-27 Water Street to rebuild septic system.  They are currently working on the application.

Vice Chairman Sanders noted the Wetlands Officer indicated the Town wants to build a storage shed at Pelletier Park and will submit an application.

Vice Chairman Sanders noted the Wetlands Officer reported on 20 Bokum Road and a large downpour on December 10th caused more siltation to flow through the system.  She contacted Mr. Cole regarding this matter.  

10.  Correspondence – none.

11.  Receipt of Applications After Posting of Agenda – none.

12.  Any Other Business – none.

13.  Executive Session – Pending Litigation

Vice Chairman Sanders reminded everyone that when the Agency goes into Executive Session it must make a motion to do so and make note of who is attending, the time going in and the time coming out.

14.  Adjournment

Motion by Davison, second by Seifert, to adjourn.  Voting in favor – Davison, Seifert, Gourlay, Senay, Sanders.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary

