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1.  Call to Order.

The Chester Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency held a Special Meeting on Tuesday, May 21, 2013, at the Chester Meeting House, 4 Liberty Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Al Bisacky, Sally Sanders, Eric Davison, Elizabeth Gourlay and Christine Darnell.  Kim Senay, Kris Seifert and Christine Darnell arrived at various times during the meeting.  Anna Sweeney (Wetlands Compliance Officer) was also present.  Others present included Attorney Chris Smith, Tom Metcalf, Andrew Drabkin and Alexis Wilcox.  Chairman Bisacky called the meeting to order at 

7:00 PM.

2.  Continued Show Cause Hearing - 46 Deep Hollow LLC, 46 Deep Hollow Road - unpermitted regulated activity.

Chairman Bisacky noted this was a continued show cause hearing.  He indicated the last meeting was on May 6th at which time the Order was modified to include submission of a short term erosion and sedimentation control measures and seeding plan which was submitted yesterday.  Bisacky noted he raised a couple questions about keying it to flags in the field.  He indicated the Order wasn't  specific, but the Minutes were very detailed.  Mr. Snarski who prepared the plan was not at this meeting.  Snarski had requested this be approved yesterday so work could start today.  Bisacky noted he advised the Wetlands Officer there were some things missing such as flagging in the field, resetting sediment barriers that are not properly installed, beams in the stream, etc.  Bisacky further noted given the fact there were questions and there is an Army Corps site walk tomorrow, he thought it best to review that plan in the field.  He hoped Mr. Snarski would be at that site walk tomorrow.  Attorney Smith explained there was some miscommunication with Mr. Snarski.  He also noted it was his understanding this work can be done very quickly as soon as they get an okay from the Agency.  

Chairman Bisacky noted his expectation was that this plan would be received a couple of days after the May 6th meeting and it could have been implemented.  Attorney Smith noted the plan has been submitted and the additional flags will be installed as soon as possible.  Bisacky noted the purpose of the flags is so the Wetlands Officer can see where the work is being done.  It is important to have those flags.  

Chairman Bisacky noted Item 5 is for a comprehensive plan for removal of all material placed and restoration of disturbances to wetland resources and that was also due at this meeting.  Attorney Smith noted Mr. Snarski indicated he could have that ready for the next meeting.  Smith further noted it is understood this is short term work and they still have to address the long term issues.  

It was noted Anna Sweeney and Eric Davison will be present at the Army Corps site walk tomorrow.  Bisacky urged Sweeney and Davison to look at the plan and discuss it with Mr. Snarski tomorrow and to come back with some direction to the rest of the Agency members.  


Sally Sanders noted one item not addressed in this plan was the area by the vernal pools and the bare cliff that was eroding.  She thought that was an area that was to be immediately seeded.  Bisacky noted he wasn't sure that could even stay there so  wanted to see the long term plan.  Mr. Metcalf noted they spoke to Mr. Snarski about that area and it would be addressed in the overall long term plan.  He indicated he has been there several times and its not eroding or falling in, but agreed it should be addressed.  Bisacky noted they may want to consider doing something temporarily in that area.  

Sally Sanders asked if trees would need to be replaced in area one as trees are vital to the wetlands.  She would like to know whether those trees need to be replaced or the area just grassed.  Eric Davison noted he would also ask Mr. Snarski that same question and perhaps a temporary seed mix should be done now until the question is answered for the long term.  Mr. Metcalf noted he recently did a project in Old Lyme where there was the same question as to whether trees should be replanted or just allowed to resprout.  After a lot of discussion, it was decided in Old Lyme to just let the trees resprout.  Mr. Davison noted this was the area where there was the most vernal pool activity at the south end of area one.  

Chairman Bisacky noted then the Army Corps site walk will be tomorrow with the goal to approving short term measures and to understand what will be done for long term restoration.  

There was a brief discussion as to what mapping would be done by Dick Gates and whether contours would be included.  Ms. Sweeney noted that should be done by the June meeting.  Mr. Metcalf noted he wasn't sure that could be done by then but they would check on it.

3.  46 Deep Hollow LLC, 46 Deep Hollow Road - unpermitted regulated activity.

Chairman Bisacky noted the Agency now needs to determine whether to keep the Order in place or modify it.  He felt that it should not be modified as deadlines have been falling behind and not been met.  Bisacky noted this will be on the next Agency meeting.  Motion by Darnell, second by Gourlay, to leave Cease & Desist Order in place for 46 Deep Hollow Road LLC.  Voting in favor - Darnell, Gourlay, Davison, Sanders, Senay, Seifert, Bisacky.  Opposed - none.  Motion carried.

Ms. Sweeney will notify the other Agency members of what transpired during the site walk tomorrow.  A recommendation will be made by Ms. Sweeney and Mr. Davison as to how to proceed.  Mr. Davison asked if the issue of road stabilization should be dealt with at this time.  It was noted that was probably part of the long term solution.  Ms. Sweeney noted one major consideration in moving forward as quickly as possible is that everything is coming up now and it is a crucial time to begin restoration in the areas where the tracks are located to flatten those areas as those areas are currently ponding.  Mr. Davison noted there should be discussion regarding temporary short term solution versus long term solution.  Chairman Bisacky agreed.  It was also agreed by everyone that this was the time to do the flattening out and raking of those areas.  

4.  Adjournment

Motion by Sanders, second by Seifert, to adjoun at 7:30 PM.  Voting in favor - Sanders, Seifert, Darnell, Gourlay, Davison, Senay, Bisacky.  Opposed - none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


