NOTE:  These Minutes are subject to Agency approval at the next regular meeting.

Chester Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency

Special Meeting, September 9, 2013

Page 1 of 4

1.  Call to Order 

The Chester Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency held a Special Meeting on Monday, September 9, 2013, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Al Bisacky, Sally Sanders, Kim Senay, Kris Seifert and Christine Darnell.  Anna Sweeney, Wetlands Compliance Officer was also present.  Chairman Bisacky called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

2.  Minutes – August 5, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes

Motion by Sanders, second by Seifert, to approve August 5, 2013 Minutes amended as follows:

· Under 4., Continued Show Cause Hearing – 46 Deep Hollow LLC, 23rd paragraph, 3rd sentence should read, "Mr. Davison would also like Mr. Snarski to look at the vernal pools to see how much sediment is in them and is there a benefit for its removal."  

· 23rd paragraph, 7th sentence should read, "From previous minutes, Chairman Bisacky noted that elimination of the ditches allowing the water to go to the wetlands areas would be key.

· 28th paragraph, 1st sentence should read, "Attorney Smith noted they will follow up with the NCRS and the Corps."

Voting in favor – Sanders, Seifert, Senay, Darnell.  Opposed – none.  Abstained – Bisacky.  Motion Carried.

3.  Audience of Citizens – none.

4.  Application #13-13 - SVJ, LLC, 233 Middlesex Avenue – widening of existing gravel drive and proposed wetland crossing modifications

Roger Nemergut, Project Engineer, representing the property owner, Michael Joplin of SVJ, LLC, introduced himself.  He submitted revised plan addressing comments made at the last meeting.  He noted this property is located at 233 Middlesex Avenue.  The first map he reviewed was the subdivision plan down back in 1989.  This subdivision had 5 lots with frontage on both Goose Hill Road on the west and Middlesex Avenue on the east.  A driveway accessed the property starting at Goose Hill Road and going all the way over to Middlesex Avenue.  There was some concern voiced at that time about the very long driveway and emergency access.  There was also a wetlands crossing back in 1989 for a stream running through the center with a 12" culvert pipe.  

Mr. Nemergut noted the lot in question was not part of the subdivision but was connected by the driveway and was approved by Planning & Zoning at that time.  

Mr. Nemergut reviewed the site plan and location of the property pointing out the wetlands crossing.  He also noted he showed a potential house and septic location and building site on the other lot because this common driveway will serve that lot as well.  


Mr. Nemergut noted with regard to the wetlands crossing, the wetlands had been flagged by Richard Snarski back in 1989.  The flags are long gone, but nothing has changed with regard to the terrain.  At the last meeting, the Agency required a sign off from Richard Snarski which he submitted.

Mr. Nemergut noted the current proposal is to widen the crossing because the common driveway regulations require a 16 foot width.  The driveway section is the same as a typical lane road and it has to be paved, have curbs and have a 4" thickness of pavement.  That is what the proposal shows.

General discussion regarding the driveway width required by Zoning Regulations was held. The consensus of the IWWA was to recommend to the Board of Selectmen that they approve a waiver  to that requirement to permit a narrower driveway and no curbs.

A motion to approve the plan as submitted was made by _________ and seconded by ____________. The motion was approved unanimously.

5.  Application #13-14 – William & Angela Ruel (owners), Raymond Pantalone (applicant), Castle View Drive – single family home with detached garage

The applicant is seeking to construct a garage in a wetland review area. A prior approval for the development of this lot required that a landscape buffer strip be planted in the area proposed for the garage. A site visit was scheduled for September 21 at 8:30 AM.

6.  Continued Show Cause Hearing – 46 Deep Hollow LLC, 46 Deep Hollow Road – unpermitted regulated activity.

Attorney Smith and Thomas Metcalf presented a “Remediation Narrative” dated September 13, 2013 and an accompanying “Proposed Remediation Plan” dated September 2013. 

Each of the remediation items labeled A through J were discussed by the IWWA members. General suggestions for making the subtasks for each remediation area more specific were made. 

There was general agreement that items of work outside of wetland areas, which fall under the jurisdiction of the Chester IWWA should be completed this fall if possible. Remediation of wetland areas, which fall under the jurisdiction of the Corps require approval by the Corp before that work can begin.

Chairman Bisacky advised that he would contact Cori Rose of the Corps to advise her of the IWWA’s review of the current draft of the remediation plan.

7.  Regulations and Map Modifications

No action taken

8.  Outstanding Orders


(a) Marguerite Komondy, 29 Liberty Street


(b) Phoenix Ventures LLC, 33 Liberty Street

No action taken

9.  Wetland Compliance Officer's Report

No activities reported

10.  Correspondence

None received 

11.  Receipt of Applications After Posting of Agenda

None received

12.  Any Other Business

None 

13.  Executive Session – Pending Litigation

No action taken

14.  Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 PM

Post meeting note: immediately after the meeting was adjourned it was discovered that the tape recorder failed about 10 minutes into the meeting. Meeting minutes after that point in time were based on the Chairman’s hand-written notes and recollections.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


