Chester Library Board of Trustees

Regular Meeting, December 16, 2013
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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Library Board of Trustees held its regular meeting on Monday, December 16, 2013, at the Chester Public Library, 21 West Main Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Terry Schreiber, Sandy Senior-Dauer, Bob Gorman, Denny Tovey and Deedee Prisloe.  Also present from The Friends of the Library were Sally Murray, Cary Hull, Lisa Tollefson,   ?       ?.    Linda Fox, Library Director, was also present.  Chairman Schreiber called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

Chairman Schreiber welcomed new members, Bob Gorman and Denny Tovey, to the Board.

2.  Secretary's Report

Motion made and seconded to approve November 18, 2013 Minutes amended as follows – Under Librarian's Report change "upcoming summer programs" to "upcoming winter programs" and it was Cary Hull that suggested having a programming committee.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Gorman, Tovey, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

3.  Treasurer's Report

Motion made and seconded to approve Treasurer's Report as submitted.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Gorman, Tovey, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

4.  Old Business


(a) Update on Expansion (library plans, December 4th meeting with Selectmen, January 11, 2014 Community Meeting)

Chairman Schreiber noted there will be a public informational meeting on Saturday, January 11, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon at the Chester Meeting House with a snow date of Saturday, January 25th.  Ken Best, architect, will be there to explain the latest 0plan for a lower level under the parking lot.  The new plan was briefly reviewed.  It was noted the original front and east side of the structure will not be touched.  The elevator will have 3 levels.  The egress was reviewed.  

Chairman Schreiber noted the next step will be to do the borings to see if this plan is feasible.  The Church has agreed to allow the borings, but the Selectmen said not to do the borings until a firmer plan is in place and another community meeting has been held.

Cary Hull suggested "The Friends" could make phone calls to Chester residents to advise them of the upcoming community meeting on January 11th.  Everyone agreed that would be a good idea.

There was a brief discussion about the schedule for requesting funds from the Board of Finance and any grants that may also be available.

It was agreed Board members will bring cookies and The Friends will handle the publicity for the community meeting.

There was a brief discussion regarding a temporary location for the Library during construction.


(b) Report from The Friends

Cary Hull reiterated The Friends would be calling people about the January 11th meeting.  She also noted The Friends bought a camera for the Librarian and they applied for inclusion in the Essex Savings Bank Community Investment Program.

5.  New Business


(a) Election of Officers

Motion made and seconded to appoint Terry Schreiber as Chairman for the upcoming year.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Gorman, Tovey, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Motion made and seconded to appoint Sandy Senior-Dauer as Vice Chairman for the upcoming year.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Gorman, Tovey, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Motion made and seconded to appoint Deedee Prisloe as Treasurer for the upcoming year.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Gorman, Tovey, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.


(b) Review Library Staff Duties

Nothing further to report.

6.  Librarian's Report

Linda Fox distributed and reviewed the Statistical Report for the prior month.

Linda Fox noted the "Ginger Folk" program was a success.  

Linda Fox briefly reviewed upcoming programs.  The first Saturday in February is "take your child to the Library day".  This program was very successful last year.  She also noted the winter online reading program will start in January.

Linda Fox noted they are planning a Spring Book Discussion in April.  She also reviewed the "Conversational Reading Program" long term planning.  This program will encourage children to read outside of the library and might be able to be coordinated with Park & Rec.

Linda Fox noted one of the Library's patrons came in to pay a fine and actually paid $20.00 which was used to "pay forward" for other people who had fines to pay.  This was an extremely nice gesture.

It was noted the Library will be closed on December 24th and 25th and December 31st and January 1st, 2014.

Cary Hull noted there will be a book sale on January 24th and books are now being accepted for the sale.

The next Library Board of Trustees meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 13, 2014.

7.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary 

