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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Library Board of Trustees held its regular meeting on Monday, May 20, 2013, at the Chester Public Library, 21 West Main Street, Chester, Connecticut.  In attendance were Terry Schreiber, Molly Lund, Cary Hull, Sandy Senior-Dauer, Deedee Prisloe and Peggy Carter-Ward.  Linda Fox, Library Director, was also present.  Chairman Schreiber called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

2.  Secretary's Report

Motion by Senior-Dauer, second by Carter-Ward, to approve April 15, 2013 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Carter-Ward, Hull, Lund, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

3.  Treasurer's Report

Treasurer Prisloe reported she is still working on closing out the Bank of America account and moving the money over to the Essex Savings Bank.  She reviewed expenditures for the month.  Motion by Hull, second by Lund, to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  Voting in favor – Hull, Lund, Senior-Dauer, Carter-Ward, Prisloe, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

4.  Old Business


a.  Poetry Night – follow up

Chairman Schreiber noted she wrote thank you notes to each of the poets and received a nice letter back from Tim Napier.  It was a good cross section of poets.  There were about 90 people in attendance.  Schreiber reported books were sold and $250 was given to The Friends to be earmarked for the Library Expansion.  Everyone commended Terry Schreiber for her work on the Poetry Night.


b.  Library Expansion – follow up, possible vote

Chairman Schreiber noted she spoke to First Selectman Meehan and told him the Library Board would like to move forward and ask the Board of Selectmen to appoint a Building Committee.  She was advised the Library Board has to vote on that and then the Board of Selectmen will discuss it.  

There was much discussion as to what the Building Committee would do.  Peggy Carter-Ward noted the Charge of the Building Committee must be very clear.  Deedee Prisloe noted the Library Board already voted on expanding on the current site.  It was noted the Library Board gives the Building Committee a concept plan and they take it from there.  Cliff Vermilya is willing to co-chair the Building Committee as long as the other co-chair is one of the Library Trustees.  Chairman Schreiber noted the Selectmen must approve all plans before going to referendum.  She indicated First Selectman Meehan suggested the Library Board take a vote to request the Board of Selectmen to establish a Building Committee.  

There was much discussion regarding the underground plan versus the terraced plan.  Some issues with the underground plan are light, dampness, vibration, etc.  It was felt the land was not an issue for the Church with the terraced plan, but the Church may have an issue with the underground plan.  The cost for the terraced plan was compared to the underground plan.  It was thought the cost for the underground plan would be less, but Ken Best gave a cost estimate of $500,000 for the underground plan and $285,000 for the terraced plan.  Linda Fox noted this cost estimate was not comparing apples to apples at this point.  Peggy Carter-Ward asked why members liked the underground plan over the terraced plan.  Was it to save money or preserve?  Chairman Schreiber noted she originally liked the underground plan because the original building will still be the same.  Chairman Schreiber noted she would discuss the underground plan with Mr. Vermilya some more.  

There was further discussion regarding Ken Best's bill and what additional work the Board should ask Mr. Best to do.  This additional work is needed by the Board's June 17th meeting.

Motion by Senior-Dauer, second by Prisloe, to allocate up to $3000 for Ken Best to do a site plan and cost estimate for the underground plan.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Prisloe, Lund, Hull, Carter-Ward, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

There was a brief discussion about attending the training session for the Historic Preservation Grant Program.  The Board didn't think they would be applying for the Grant this year.


c.  Facebook

It was noted this item can be removed from the Agenda.

5.  New Business

It was noted the Book Discussion led by Charlotte Rae was very good.  Ideas for next year were reviewed.  Perhaps there could be a lunch time program.  

Chairman Schreiber noted she would ask First Selectman Meehan how Building Committees work and how much influence the Library Board of Trustees will have on the final plans.  She will also see if she can locate a copy of the Library By-Laws.

There was a brief discussion regarding the recruitment of new members.

6.  Librarian's Report

Linda Fox, Library Director, noted they will be attending the Chester Market on June 23rd.  Items available will be poetry books, information about summer reading programs, demo on how to download books, etc.  

Linda Fox noted there was no Statistical Report available this month, but she would have one for next month.  

7.  Adjournment

Motion by Senior-Dauer, second by Lund, to adjourn at 9:15 PM.  Voting in favor – Senior-Dauer, Lund, Prisloe, Carter-Ward, Hull, Schreiber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


